Table 2: Thematic summary of obstetric fistula experiences with participant frequency, coding references, and illustrative codes.
	Main theme
	Sub-theme
	Participants (n) a
	Coding references b
	Example codes

	1. Response and coping strategies
	19
	34
	Seeking care from the hospital

	
	i. Initial response to fistula
	10
	12
	Relying on the healthcare provided for guidance

	
	
	
	
	Focusing on finding medical treatment

	
	ii. Coping and self-care strategies
	16
	22
	Acceptance and determination to find treatment

	
	
	
	
	Regular cleaning to reduce the smell and interact with others

	
	
	
	
	Personal hygiene and self-isolation to avoid shame

	2. Barriers to treatment access
	20
	43
	Treatment centers far off

	
	i. Distance barrier
	7
	7
	Long distance to the fistula treatment centers

	
	
	
	
	Limited information about fistula management

	
	ii. Fistula management information
	8
	9
	Lack of knowledge about condition severity

	
	
	
	
	Lack of information about making appointments

	
	
	
	
	False information from friends about treatment

	
	
	
	
	Delayed care due to lack of transport money

	
	iii. Financial barriers
	9
	12
	Sanitary towels are expensive and not available nearby

	
	
	
	
	Expensive personal hygiene products

	
	iv. Healthcare workers' competence
	10
	15
	No specialist surgeon nearby

	
	
	
	
	Faced bad staff attitude

	
	
	
	
	Medical team negligence

	3. Psychosocial impact
	20
	81
	Stopped work due to psychological affliction

	
	i. Work and livelihood
	9
	9
	Stopped heavy work

	
	
	
	
	Job loss due to travel for treatment far off

	
	
	
	
	Stopped business

	
	ii. Mental health effects
	10
	19
	Worried about people's perceptions

	
	
	
	
	Sleep deprivation to control bladder

	
	
	
	
	Feeling out of control

	
	
	
	
	Lost hope due to repair failure

	
	
	
	
	Humiliated by family and friends

	
	
	
	
	Distressed due to the fistula injury and fecal leakage

	
	
	
	
	Worries about husband's desertion

	
	iii. Intimacy and sexual activity
	13
	15
	Intimacy not a priority

	
	
	
	
	Painful and disgusting sexual intercourse

	
	
	
	
	Diminished sex drive

	
	
	
	
	Uncomfortable having sex

	
	iv. Social life and interactions
	14
	18
	Ashamed to meet with people

	
	
	
	
	Self-seclusion for fear of stigma

	
	
	
	
	Discreet to avoid ridicule

	
	
	
	
	Self-isolation to avoid public ridicule

	
	v. Family and friends support
	14
	20
	Ridiculed and not helped

	
	
	
	
	Received transport money contributions

	
	
	
	
	No family support

	
	
	
	
	Encouraged by churchmates

	
	
	
	
	Endured derogatory comments

	4. Priorities for improving fistula care
	11
	14
	Increase the number of fistula repair specialist surgeons

	
	i. Recommendations for improved fistula treatment
	11
	14
	Improved staff attitude

	
	
	
	
	Improved information and communication

	
	
	
	
	Improve and scale up healthcare infrastructure.


a Number of individual transcripts (participants) in which a specific theme or sub-theme was identified. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]b Total number of times a particular theme or sub-theme was coded across all transcripts.



