Supplementary file 1. Comparison of cost for singleplex and multiplex reaction for 96 samples.
	Category
	Item (standard)
	Unit Price
	Cost per Sample
	Quantity Used
	Cost ($)
	Quantity Used 
	Cost ($)

	
	
	
	
	(Singleplex)
	(Multiplex)

	PCR Program

	Plasticwares
	1.5 ml Tubes (500 units)
	7.50
	0.015
	2 X 69=138
	1.66
	1 X 69= 6
	0.72

	
	PCR Tubes (1000 units)
	35.40
	0.035
	4 X 64= 256
	9.06
	2 X 64= 128
	4.53

	
	0.1–10 µL Tips (1000 units)
	7.93
	0.0079
	2 X 64= 128
	1.01
	1 X 64= 64
	0.51

	
	20–200 µL Tips (1000 units)
	6.46
	0.0064
	2 X 8= 14
	0.09
	8
	0.05

	Reagents
	Taq (250 μL)
	31.15
	0.124
	0.5
	0.062
	0.25
	0.031

	
	Primers
	
	
	—
	0.55
	—
	0.55

	
	Subtotal
	 
	 
	 
	12.40
	 
	6.63

	 
	Cost per sample
	 
	0.20
	 
	0.10

	Time
	 
	2.5 hr X 2= 5 hr
	 
	2.5 hr

	Electrophoresis Program

	Reagents
	Ladder (500 µL)
	47.80	
	0.0013
	30 X 2=60
	0.08
	30 
	0.04

	
	Loading Dye (1000 µL)
	7.84
	0.0078
	256 X 2=512
	3.99
	256
	1.99

	Buffer (TAE 50X)
	TRIS Base (100 gm)
	21.06
	0.21
	242 gm
	50.94
	—
	—

	
	0.5 M EDTA (100 mL)
	19.22
	0.19
	100 mL
	19.22
	—
	—

	
	GAA (500 mL)
	5.05
	0.01
	57.1 mL
	0.58
	—
	—

	
	TAE Total for 50X
	
	
	
	70.74
	
	70.74

	
	TAE 1X for 1000 mL
	1.41
	0.001
	2500 X 2= 5000 mL
	6.60
	2500 mL
	3.30

	
	EtBr (1 µL)
	—
	0.00008
	8
	0.0007
	4
	0.0002

	
	Agarose (500 gm)
	288
	0.57
	24
	13.82
	12
	6.91

	Plasticwares
	20–200 µL Tips (1000 units)
	6.46
	0.006
	64 X 2=128
	0.79
	64
	0.41

	 
	0.1–10 µL Tips (1000 units)
	7.93
	0.0079
	70 X 2=140
	1.11
	70
	0.51

	
	Subtotal
	
	
	
	26.39
	
	13.20

	 
	Cost per sample
	 
	0.41
	 
	0.21

	Time
	 
	 
	 
	2 X 2hr= 4 hr
	2 hr

	Total Cost
	 
	 
	 
	 
	38.79
	 
	19.83

	Total cost per sample
	 
	0.78
	 
	0.39



