Table 1. Baseline characteristics of patients with definite infective endocarditis, by period
	Variable
	Total (n = 189)
	Pre-pandemic (n = 86)
	Pandemic (n = 36)
	Post-pandemic (n = 67)
	p

	Male, n (%)
	106 (56.1)
	42 (48.8)
	23 (63.9)
	41 (61.2)
	0.180

	Age, median [IQR], years*
	73.5 [58.8–80.4]
	77.3 [63.4–81.2]
	73.7 [64.7–80.2]
	68.3 [48.8–77.8]
	0.005

	Any malignancy, n (%)
	37 (20.1)
	18 (21.7)
	7 (20.6)
	12 (17.9)
	0.846

	Recent cardiac surgery, n (%)
	16 (8.5)
	7 (8.1)
	2 (5.6)
	7 (10.4)
	0.699

	HIV infection, n (%)
	3 (1.6)
	1 (1.2)
	1 (2.8)
	1 (1.5)
	1.000

	Diabetes mellitus, n (%)
	31 (16.5)
	10 (11.8)
	8 (22.2)
	13 (19.4)
	0.266

	Ischaemic heart disease, n (%)
	31 (16.4)
	17 (19.8)
	7 (19.4)
	7 (10.4)
	0.261

	Congenital heart disease, n (%)
	2 (1.1)
	1 (1.2)
	0 (0.0)
	1 (1.5)
	1.000

	Cardiac device or central venous catheter, n (%)
	33 (17.5)
	15 (17.4)
	7 (19.4)
	11 (16.4)
	0.928

	COPD, n (%)
	48 (25.4)
	18 (20.9)
	14 (38.9)
	16 (23.9)
	0.108

	History of heart failure, n (%)
	44 (23.3)
	17 (19.8)
	12 (33.3)
	15 (22.4)
	0.264

	Previous stroke with hemiplegia, n (%)
	19 (10.4)
	9 (11.0)
	3 (8.8)
	7 (10.4)
	0.951

	Peripheral artery disease, n (%)
	15 (8.1)
	5 (6.1)
	5 (13.9)
	5 (7.5)
	0.319

	Intravenous drug use, n (%)
	32 (16.9)
	11 (12.8)
	4 (11.1)
	17 (25.4)
	0.070

	Previous infective endocarditis, n (%)
	19 (10.1)
	8 (9.3)
	1 (2.8)
	10 (14.9)
	0.143

	Atrial fibrillation, n (%)
	38 (20.1)
	15 (17.4)
	14 (38.9)
	9 (13.4)
	0.006

	Charlson Comorbidity Index, mean ± SD
	3.9 ± 2.9
	2.8 ± 2.2
	4.4 ± 2.6
	5.1 ± 3.3
	<0.001

	LVEF, median [IQR], %*
	65.0 [60.0–65.0]
	60.0 [58.0–65.0]
	65.0 [60.0–65.0]
	65.0 [63.5–65.0]
	<0.001

	Serum creatinine, mean ± SD, mg/dL
	1.8 ± 1.6
	1.6 ± 1.0
	2.3 ± 2.1
	1.7 ± 1.9
	0.077

	Chronic dialysis, n (%)
	14 (7.5)
	2 (2.4)
	3 (8.6)
	9 (13.6)
	0.022


Legend: COPD, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease; IQR, interquartile range; LVEF, left ventricular ejection fraction; SD, standard deviation.
