
Table 2. Microbiology, clinical severity and in-hospital outcome, by period
	Variable
	Total (n = 189)
	Pre-pandemic (n = 86)
	Pandemic (n = 36)
	Post-pandemic (n = 67)
	p

	Complications
	
	
	
	
	

	Acute heart failure, n (%)
	42 (22.2)
	17 (19.8)
	5 (13.9)
	20 (29.9)
	0.135

	Embolic events, n (%)
	66 (35.1)
	23 (27.1)
	15 (41.7)
	28 (41.8)
	0.110

	– cerebral, n (% of embolic events)
	33 (50.0)
	11 (47.8)
	10 (66.7)
	12 (42.9)
	0.320

	– other sites, n (% of embolic events)
	33 (50.0)
	12 (52.2)
	5 (33.3)
	16 (57.1)
	0.320

	Perivalvular abscess, n (%)
	34 (18.1)
	17 (20.0)
	6 (16.7)
	11 (16.4)
	0.825

	Blood cultures†
	
	
	
	
	0.032

	Culture-negative, n (%)
	35 (18.6)
	21 (24.7)
	6 (16.7)
	8 (11.9)
	0.126

	Staphylococcus aureus, n (%)
	60 (31.9)
	20 (23.5)
	10 (27.8)
	30 (44.8)
	0.017

	– MRSA, n (% of S. aureus isolates)‡
	12 (20.3)
	2 (10.5)
	3 (30.0)
	7 (23.3)
	0.457

	Enterococcus spp., n (%)
	25 (13.3)
	8 (9.4)
	4 (11.1)
	13 (19.4)
	0.185

	Coagulase-negative staphylococci, n (%)
	26 (13.8)
	13 (15.3)
	8 (22.2)
	5 (7.5)
	0.111

	Viridans group and other oral streptococci, n (%)
	24 (12.8)
	14 (16.5)
	2 (5.6)
	8 (11.9)
	0.249

	Enterobacterales, n (%)
	7 (3.7)
	2 (2.4)
	2 (5.6)
	3 (4.5)
	0.681

	Pseudomonas aeruginosa, n (%)
	1 (0.5)
	1 (1.2)
	0 (0.0)
	0 (0.0)
	1.000

	Fungi, n (%)
	2 (1.1)
	2 (2.4)
	0 (0.0)
	0 (0.0)
	0.362

	Polymicrobial, n (%)
	2 (1.1)
	1 (1.2)
	1 (2.8)
	0 (0.0)
	0.674

	Other pathogens, n (%)
	6 (3.2)
	3 (3.5)
	3 (8.3)
	0 (0.0)
	0.061

	Severity and organ support
	
	
	
	
	

	Sepsis, n (%)
	86 (45.5)
	30 (34.9)
	21 (58.3)
	35 (52.2)
	0.023

	SOFA score, mean ± SD, points
	4.4 ± 3.7
	3.4 ± 2.7
	5.8 ± 4.8
	5.0 ± 3.7
	<0.001

	ICU admission, n (%)
	66 (34.9)
	23 (26.7)
	18 (50.0)
	25 (37.3)
	0.043

	Arterial lactate, mean ± SD, mmol/L
	2.3 ± 2.2
	2.0 ± 1.2
	2.5 ± 1.6
	2.5 ± 2.9
	0.516

	PaO2/FiO2 ratio, mean ± SD, mmHg
	302.6 ± 96.2
	315.6 ± 92.1
	269.9 ± 109.5
	309.5 ± 90.5
	0.130

	Invasive mechanical ventilation, n (%)
	30 (15.9)
	9 (10.5)
	9 (25.0)
	12 (17.9)
	0.114

	Outcome
	
	
	
	
	

	In-hospital death, n (%)
	49 (25.9)
	16 (18.6)
	11 (30.6)
	22 (32.8)
	0.107


Legend: ICU, intensive care unit; MRSA, methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus; SD, standard deviation; SOFA, Sequential Organ Failure Assessment.
