Supplementary Table S1.
Questionnaire Items and Scoring Key for AMS Awareness, Knowledge, and Perceptions
Study: Awareness, Knowledge, and Perceptions of Healthcare Professionals Regarding Antimicrobial Stewardship in Four Tertiary Hospitals in Freetown, Sierra Leone.
A. AMS Awareness Domain
[bookmark: _GoBack]The manuscript states that composite AMS awareness comprised four predefined items, with one point assigned to an awareness-consistent response and zero to an awareness-inconsistent response. Scores ≥50% were classified as good composite awareness and scores <50% as poor awareness.
	Item
	Question / indicator
	Response options
	Consistent response
	Score

	A1
	Have you ever heard of antimicrobial stewardship (AMS)?
	Yes / No
	Yes
	1 = Yes; 0 = No

	A2
	Are you aware of the existence of an AMS program or team in your hospital?
	Yes / No / Not sure
	Yes
	1 = Yes; 0 = No/Not sure

	A3
	Are you familiar with the WHO’s Access, Watch, and Reserve (AWaRe) classification for antibiotics?
	Yes / No / Not sure
	Yes
	1 = Yes; 0 = No/Not sure

	A4
	Have you received any formal training on AMS in the past 2 years?
	Yes / No
	Yes
	1 = Yes; 0 = No


B. AMS Knowledge Domain
Each correct response received 1 point; incorrect or uncertain responses received 0 points. Total scores were converted to percentages and classified as good (80-100%), moderate (60-79%), or poor (<60%).
	Item
	Knowledge statement
	Response options
	Correct response
	Score

	K1
	AMS promotes the appropriate use of antimicrobials.
	True / False / Not sure
	True
	1 = True; 0 = False/Not sure

	K2
	AMS helps reduce antimicrobial resistance.
	True / False / Not sure
	True
	1 = True; 0 = False/Not sure

	K3
	AMS is solely the responsibility of doctors.
	True / False / Not sure
	False
	1 = False; 0 = True/Not sure

	K4
	Empirical antibiotic use should be guided by local treatment guidelines.
	True / False / Not sure
	True
	1 = True; 0 = False/Not sure

	K5
	Broad-spectrum antibiotics are preferred for all infections.
	True / False / Not sure
	False
	1 = False; 0 = True/Not sure

	K6
	Blood cultures should be obtained before initiating antibiotics.
	True / False / Not sure
	True
	1 = True; 0 = False/Not sure


C. AMS Perception Domain
One point was awarded for each favourable response. Scores ranged from 0 to 5; scores of 3-5 were classified as positive perception and 0-2 as negative perception.
	Item
	Perception statement
	Response options
	Favourable response
	Score

	P1
	AMS programmes are important in healthcare settings.
	Agree / Neutral / Disagree
	Agree
	1 = Agree; 0 = Neutral/Disagree

	P2
	Implementing AMS can improve patient outcomes.
	Agree / Neutral / Disagree
	Agree
	1 = Agree; 0 = Neutral/Disagree

	P3
	AMS improves rational antibiotic prescribing.
	Agree / Neutral / Disagree
	Agree
	1 = Agree; 0 = Neutral/Disagree

	P4
	I feel confident participating in AMS activities.
	Agree / Neutral / Disagree
	Agree
	1 = Agree; 0 = Neutral/Disagree

	P5
	AMS training should be included in professional education.
	Agree / Neutral / Disagree
	Agree
	1 = Agree; 0 = Neutral/Disagree


D. Scoring Summary
	Domain
	Items
	Scoring
	Classification

	AMS awareness
	4 
	1 point for awareness-consistent response; 0 otherwise
	Good ≥50%; Poor <50%

	AMS knowledge
	6
	1 point correct; 0 incorrect/not sure
	Good 80–100%; Moderate 60-79%; Poor <60%

	AMS perception
	5
	1 point for favourable (Agree) response; 0 otherwise
	Positive 3-5; Negative 0-2



