
Table S1 
 

Description and scoring of neurodevelopmental reflexes  
(postnatal day 2-16) 

 
 
 
 
 

Task Description Measure 
Surface 
righting 

Pup placed supine on warm 
surface; released to flip over. 

Latency to roll onto all 
fours (max 60 s). 

Negative 
geotaxis 

Pup placed head-down on 45° 
incline. 

Latency to rotate 180° 
uphill (max 30 s). 

Cliff 
aversion 

Pup placed at edge of platform with 
forepaws over edge. 

Latency to retreat  
(max 30 s). 

Forelimb 
grasp 

Pup positioned vertically so 
forepaws grasp rod. 

Latency to fall during  
30 s trial. 

Rooting Cheek stroked with cotton filament. Head turns toward 
stimulus. 

Ear twitch Ear tip brushed gently with cotton 
filament. Ear flattens in response. 

Auditory 
startle Handclap or finger snap near pup. Quick startle movement 

observed. 


