Appendix
Table A1: Correlation matrix (trade facilitation, employment gap and control variables)
	Variables
	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)
	(6)
	(7)
	(8)
	(9)
	(10)

	(1) Vulnerable employment gap
	1.0000
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(2) TradingAcross
	-0.3508*
	1.0000
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(3) Governance
	-0.4864*
	0.4356*
	1.0000
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(4) Democracy
	-0.4303*
	0.4014*
	0.5377*
	1.0000
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(5) GDP Per Capita
	-0.2502*
	-0.0574
	0.4313*
	0.2061*
	1.0000
	
	
	
	
	

	(6) Parliament
	-0.2682*
	0.0300
	0.3219*
	-0.1853*
	0.0345
	1.0000
	
	
	
	

	(7) FDI
	0.0125
	-0.1642*
	-0.1424*
	-0.2186*
	-0.0391
	-0.0048
	1.0000
	
	
	

	(8) Infrastructure
	-0.3929*
	0.1073
	0.7185*
	0.4916*
	0.6560*
	0.1644*
	-0.0970
	1.0000
	
	

	(9) Education Spending
	-0.3891*
	0.3553*
	0.4233*
	0.4559*
	0.0791
	0.3596*
	0.0196
	0.2848*
	1.0000
	

	(10) Foreign Aid
	-0.0152
	-0.2443*
	-0.0088
	0.0328
	-0.3163*
	0.0590
	-0.0202
	-0.1813*
	-0.1014
	1.0000


Note: * indicates significance at the 5% threshold
Table A2: Correlation matrix (trade facilitation, wage gap and control variables)
	Variables
	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)
	(6)
	(7)
	(8)
	(9)
	(10)

	[bookmark: _Hlk226898966](1) Wage gap
	1.0000
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(2) TradingAcross
	-0.2375*
	1.0000
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(3) Governance
	-0.4796*
	0.4356*
	1.0000
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(4) Democracy
	-0.4580*
	0.4014*
	0.5377*
	1.0000
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(5) GDP Per Capita
	-0.3953*
	-0.0574
	0.4313*
	0.2061*
	1.0000
	
	
	
	
	

	(6) Parliament
	-0.1990*
	0.0300
	0.3219*
	-0.1853*
	0.0345
	1.0000
	
	
	
	

	(7) FDI
	0.0353
	-0.1642*
	-0.1424*
	-0.2186*
	-0.0391
	-0.0048
	1.0000
	
	
	

	(8) Infrastructure
	-0.4575*
	0.1073
	0.7185*
	0.4916*
	0.6560*
	0.1644*
	-0.0970
	1.0000
	
	

	(9) Education Spending
	-0.2557*
	0.3553*
	0.4233*
	0.4559*
	0.0791
	0.3596*
	0.0196
	0.2848*
	1.0000
	

	(10) Foreign Aid
	-0.0578
	-0.2443*
	-0.0088
	0.0328
	-0.3163*
	0.0590
	-0.0202
	-0.1813*
	-0.1014
	1.0000


Note: * indicates significance at the 5% threshold
Table A3: Correlation matrix (trade facilitation, political empowerment and control variables)
	Variables
	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)
	(6)
	(7)
	(8)
	(9)
	(10)

	(1) Political Empowerment
	1.0000
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(2) TradingAcross
	0.4209*
	1.0000
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(3) Governance
	0.7210*
	0.4356*
	1.0000
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(4) Democracy
	0.8076*
	0.4014*
	0.5377*
	1.0000
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(5) GDP Per Capita
	0.2009*
	-0.0574
	0.4313*
	0.2061*
	1.0000
	
	
	
	
	

	(6) Parliament
	-0.0685
	0.0300
	0.3219*
	-0.1853*
	0.0345
	1.0000
	
	
	
	

	(7) FDI
	-0.1662*
	-0.1642*
	-0.1424*
	-0.2186*
	-0.0391
	-0.0048
	1.0000
	
	
	

	(8) Infrastructure
	0.4982*
	0.1073
	0.7185*
	0.4916*
	0.6560*
	0.1644*
	-0.0970
	1.0000
	
	

	(9) Education Spending
	0.4282*
	0.3553*
	0.4233*
	0.4559*
	0.0791
	0.3596*
	0.0196
	0.2848*
	1.0000
	

	(10) Foreign Aid
	0.0194
	-0.2443*
	-0.0088
	0.0328
	-0.3163*
	0.0590
	-0.0202
	-0.1813*
	-0.1014
	1.0000


Note: * indicates significance at the 5% threshold

Table A4: Variance Inflation Factor Test
	Variables
	VIF
	1/VIF

	Governance
	6.60
	0.151

	Political Empowerment
	5.34
	0.187

	Democracy
	4.77
	0.210

	Infrastructure
	4.12
	0.243

	GDP per Capita
	2.42
	0.413

	TradingAcross
	2.18
	0.459

	Parliament
	1.90
	0.527

	Education Spending
	1.75
	0.570

	Foreign Aid
	1.71
	0.584

	Wage gap
	1.70
	0.588

	FDI
	1.20
	0.836

	Mean VIF
	3.06
	


Source : Authors

Table A5: Cross-sectional dependance test
	Variables
	CD
	p-value

	Vulnerable employement gap
	6.12
	0.000

	Wage gap
	1.34
	0.180

	Political Empowerment
	0.33
	0.739

	TradingAcross
	53.41
	0.000

	 Governance
	-0.77
	0.440

	 Democracy
	32.93
	0.000

	 GDP Per Capita
	31.90
	0.000

	Parliament
	9.29
	0.000

	FDI
	5.98
	0.000

	Infrastructure
	61.92
	0.000

	Education Spending
	1.17
	0.243

	Foreign Aid
	7.46
	0.000


Source : Authors

Table A6: Heteroscedasticity Test Result
	
	(1)
	(2)
	(3)

	Statistique
	Chi2(31) =       147392.04
	Chi2 (31) =       102285.94
	Chi2 (31) =        525096.82

	P-value
	Prob > chi2 =          0.000
	Prob > chi2 =          0.000
	Prob > chi2 =          0.000


Notes: Columns (1), (2) and (3) present the results of the heteroscedasticity test applied to the following dependent variables: vulnerable employment gap, wage gap and political empowerment, respectively
Table A7: Error Autocorrelation Test Result
	
	(1)
	(2)
	(3)

	Statistique
	F(1, 31) =     54.523
	F(1,31) =     73.059
	F(1,31) =    169.690

	P-value
	Prob > F =      0.000
	Prob > F =      0.000
	Prob > F =      0.000


Notes: Columns (1), (2) and (3) present the results of the heteroscedasticity test applied to the following dependent variables: vulnerable employment gap, wage gap and political empowerment, respectively

Table A8 : List of Countries
	Angola
	Benin 
	Burundi 
	Burkina Faso

	Cameroun
	Tchad
	Congo 
	République Démocratique de Congo

	Côte d’Ivoire
	Ethiopie
	Gabon
	Gambie

	Guinée
	Guinée Equatoriale
	Ghana
	Kenya

	Lesotho r
	Madagascar
	Mali
	Mauritanie

	Namibie
	Niger
	Nigeria
	Ile Maurice

	Rwanda
	Sénégal
	Afrique du sud
	Tanzanie

	Togo
	Ouganda
	Zambie
	Zimbabwe



