Supplementary information
Appendix A. Province frequency in final sample.
	Province
	n
	Percent (%)

	Guangdong
	1,060
	11.38

	Henan
	777
	8.34

	Jiangsu
	763
	8.19

	Shandong
	743
	7.98

	Zhejiang
	604
	6.49

	Hebei
	553
	5.94

	Sichuan
	471
	5.06

	Hubei
	443
	4.76

	Beijing
	423
	4.54

	Anhui
	417
	4.48

	Shaanxi
	313
	3.36

	Fujian
	311
	3.34

	Hunan
	306
	3.29

	Shanghai
	300
	3.22

	Liaoning
	298
	3.20

	Shanxi
	284
	3.05

	Yunnan
	223
	2.40

	Jiangxi
	214
	2.30

	Heilongjiang
	212
	2.28

	Guangxi
	209
	2.24

	Guizhou
	195
	2.09

	Chongqing
	192
	2.06



Appendix B. Means, standard deviations, and correlations of variables.
	Variables
	M
	SD
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	1. Loneliness
	1.79
	0.61
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Live streaming immersion
	4.01
	1.62
	0.03**
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Affective experience
	4.23
	1.80
	0.05***
	0.71***
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Online consumption
	4.19
	1.91
	0.06***
	0.65***
	0.68***
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5. Gender
	1.45
	0.50
	0.01
	0.09***
	0.11***
	0.10***
	-
	
	
	
	
	

	6. Age
	29.91
	7.73
	-0.06***
	0.11***
	0.11***
	0.14***
	0.02*
	-
	
	
	
	

	7. Ethnicity
	1.06
	0.23
	0.02
	-0.00
	-0.01
	-0.00
	0.00
	-0.03**
	-
	
	
	

	8. Income
	3.29
	1.45
	-0.13***
	0.04***
	0.02
	0.03***
	-0.17***
	0.30***
	-0.03**
	-
	
	

	9. Education
	3.58
	1.11
	-0.18***
	-0.01
	-0.00
	-0.09***
	0.01
	-0.11***
	-0.01
	0.12***
	-
	

	10. Marriage
	0.59
	0.49
	-0.08***
	0.06***
	0.08***
	0.10***
	0.14***
	0.33***
	-0.01
	0.12***
	-0.06***
	-

	11. Quarantine
	0.62
	0.48
	0.03*
	-0.01
	-0.01
	0.00
	-0.01
	-0.11***
	0.02*
	-0.01
	-0.04***
	-0.03**


Notes. M and SD are used to represent mean and standard deviation, respectively. Gender (0 = male, 1 = female), ethnicity (1 = minorities, 0 = Han majority), income (1 = 10k RMB per year, 8 = 500k RMB per year), education level (1 = elementary, 6 = postgraduate), marriage status (1 = in relationship, 0 = single), quarantine experience (1 = yes, 0 = no). * p <0 .05, ** p < 0.01, *** p < 0.001. 

Appendix C. The Moderating Role of Online Consumption and Affective Experience.

	VARIABLES
	Loneliness
	Loneliness
	Loneliness
	Loneliness
	Loneliness
	Loneliness

	Live streaming usage
	0.033***
	-0.001
	0.005
	0.043***
	0.018
	0.010

	
	(0.010)
	(0.014)
	(0.015)
	(0.010)
	(0.013)
	(0.014)

	Online consumption
	
	0.055***
	
	
	0.040***
	

	
	
	(0.014)
	
	
	(0.013)
	

	Live streaming usage  Online consumption
	
	-0.039***
	
	
	-0.051***
	

	
	
	(0.010)
	
	
	(0.010)
	

	Affective interaction
	
	
	0.040***
	
	
	0.046***

	
	
	
	(0.015)
	
	
	(0.014)

	Live streaming usage  Affective interaction
	
	
	-0.032***
	
	
	-0.043***

	
	
	
	(0.010)
	
	
	(0.009)

	Gender
	
	
	
	0.002
	-0.002
	-0.002

	
	
	
	
	(0.010)
	(0.010)
	(0.010)

	Age
	
	
	
	-0.034***
	-0.034***
	-0.034***

	
	
	
	
	(0.011)
	(0.011)
	(0.011)

	Ethnicity
	
	
	
	0.010
	0.010
	0.010

	
	
	
	
	(0.010)
	(0.010)
	(0.010)

	Income
	
	
	
	-0.094***
	-0.094***
	-0.092***

	
	
	
	
	(0.011)
	(0.011)
	(0.011)

	Education
	
	
	
	-0.178***
	-0.179***
	-0.183***

	
	
	
	
	(0.010)
	(0.010)
	(0.010)

	Marriage status
	
	
	
	-0.068***
	-0.069***
	-0.069***

	
	
	
	
	(0.011)
	(0.011)
	(0.011)

	Quarantine 
	
	
	
	0.013
	0.010
	0.012

	
	
	
	
	(0.010)
	(0.010)
	(0.010)

	Constant
	-0.000
	0.025**
	0.023*
	-0.000
	0.033***
	0.030**

	
	(0.010)
	(0.012)
	(0.012)
	(0.010)
	(0.012)
	(0.012)

	Observations
	9,311
	9,311
	9,311
	9,311
	9,311
	9,311

	R-squared
	0.001
	0.005
	0.003
	0.054
	0.058
	0.058

	F-value
	10.35
	14.74
	10.18
	66.58
	57.40
	56.85

	p-value
	0.00130
	1.43e-09
	1.08e-06
	0
	0
	0


Notes. Gender (0 = male, 1 = female), ethnicity (1 = minorities, 0 = Han majority), income (1 = 10k RMB per year, 8 = 500k RMB per year), education level (1 = elementary, 6 = postgraduate), marriage status (1 = in relationship, 0 = single), quarantine experience (1 = yes, 0 = no). * p <0 .05, ** p < 0.01, *** p < 0.001.

