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Dear Respondent;
Thank you for participating in this survey of the strategic partnership between Iran and Russia. This questionnaire aims to collect your views on the factors influencing this partnership, including shared threats, military and economic cooperation, and the broader political context. It includes two demographic questions about your education and occupation, as well as 21 closed-ended questions about the dynamics of this relationship. Please indicate your level of agreement with each statement using the scale below: 1 – Strongly Disagree | 2 – Disagree | 3 – Neutral | 4 – Agree | 5 – Strongly Agree.
All answers are confidential, participation is voluntary, and you may withdraw at any time. Please respond thoughtfully to minimize bias. No right or wrong answers exist. To respond, mark a single option for each question.
- Please indicate your highest level of academic degree.
- Kindly specify your occupation.
1. External pressures, such as Western sanctions, drive Iran and Russia closer together.
2. NATO’s expansion has pressured Iran and Russia to align more closely in their foreign policies.
3. Geopolitical crises, such as the war in Ukraine, have increased the need for Iran-Russia cooperation.
4. International isolation encourages Iran and Russia to deepen their strategic partnership.
5. External systemic pressures have been a key driver in deepening Iran-Russia bilateral relations.
6. Iran and Russia maintain regular diplomatic consultations through formal channels.
7. Military coordination between Iran and Russia is supported by established institutional mechanisms.
8. Economic agreements and treaties between Iran and Russia have strengthened over time.
9. Institutional frameworks play a significant role in shaping Iran-Russia cooperation.
10. The frequency of official interactions between Iran and Russia reflects a high level of institutionalized cooperation.
11. Iran and Russia frequently coordinate their foreign policy positions on key international issues.
12. The two countries engage in joint diplomatic initiatives that reflect a shared strategic agenda.
13. Military operations involving both Iran and Russia demonstrate practical strategic cooperation.
14. Despite the absence of a formal alliance, Iran and Russia act in ways that suggest a strong strategic partnership.
15. The alignment of Iran’s and Russia’s actions in international affairs indicates a high level of strategic coordination.
16. Iran and Russia share similar views on threats posed by U.S. foreign policy.
17. Both countries perceive NATO expansion as a significant security challenge.
18. Iran and Russia view Western sanctions as a common threat to their national interests.
19. Official speeches from both countries’ Presidents reflect alignment in their views on Western policies.
20. Foreign policy statements by Iranian and Russian officials suggest a convergence in their threat assessments.
21. Iran and Russia demonstrate a strong political commitment to maintaining their bilateral partnership.
22. The leadership of both countries can be trusted to act sincerely in support of mutual interests.
23. Iran views Russia as a reliable partner in international and regional affairs.
24. Russia has consistently shown political will to cooperate with Iran on joint initiatives.
25. The strength of political ties between Iran and Russia reflects a high level of mutual trust.
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Interview Guides
- Please indicate your highest level of academic degree.
- Kindly specify your occupation.
1. How would you describe the current nature of the relationship between Iran and Russia?
2. How has the relationship evolved over the past decade, especially in the context of regional and global dynamics?
3. How is the relationship perceived domestically within each country, both by the public and political elites?
4. What are the primary motivations for Iran in pursuing closer ties with Russia?
5. In what ways do sanctions imposed by Western countries on Iran and Russia affect their mutual engagements?
6. What progress has been made in establishing alternative financial mechanisms to bypass Western sanctions?
7. What key bilateral institutions or frameworks facilitate ongoing collaboration between the two countries?
8. To what extent do Iran and Russia share long-term geopolitical objectives in the Middle East and Central Asia?
9. In what ways has military and security cooperation contributed to strengthening the Iran-Russia bilateral relationship?
10. How has the Ukraine war influenced Russia–Iran cooperation?
11. What role does energy cooperation, particularly in oil and gas, play in their strategic ties?
12. What challenges or limitations exist within the Iran-Russia relationship?
13. Looking ahead, what factors could enhance the trajectory of the Iran-Russia relationship?
