Supplementary Table 3: Full participant awareness, attitudes and experiences regarding health and social care research (N=43,005).
	Variable
	Frequency (Percentage)

	Research is using observations, data & facts to reach new conclusions which can benefit society. Which of the following types of research have you heard of? (You can select more than one option)*

	N-Miss
	54

	Clinical/healthcare Research (e.g. Efficacy of a new diabetes drug, Outcomes of heart disease treatments, etc.)
	28820 (67.1%)

	Social Care Research (e.g. Outcomes of elderly care programs, Effects of child welfare policies, etc.)
	16430 (38.3%)

	Public Health Research (e.g. Impact of smoking bans, Effects of vaccination campaigns, etc.)
	24285 (56.5%)

	Mental Health Research (e.g. Efficacy of therapy for depression, Impact of social media on teen mental health, etc.)
	22068 (51.4%)

	Environmental Research (e.g. Impact of climate change on sea levels, Pollution effects on urban health, etc.)
	23487 (54.7%)

	Economic Research (e.g. Effects of tax changes on incomes, Impact of unemployment benefits, etc.)
	16458 (38.3%)

	Market Research (e.g. Consumer preferences for sustainable products, Trends in online shopping behaviours, etc.)
	26302 (61.2%)

	Charitable Research (Measuring the effectiveness & impact of charity programs on target issues e.g. Impact of literacy programs, Effectiveness of clean water initiatives, Outcomes of food security projects, etc.)
	12722 (29.6%)

	I'm not aware of any of the above research
	3522 (8.2%)

	Other (please specify)
	514 (1.2%)

	Health & social care research involves studies designed to improve the health, well-being, & care of individuals & communities. It spans various disciplines, including medicine, nursing, & social work, focusing on developing new treatments, better care practices, & effective public health strategies. Are you aware of health & social care research that is happening in your area?

	N-Miss
	7324

	Yes
	2243 (6.3%)

	To some extent
	6140 (17.2%)

	No
	25535 (71.6%)

	Not sure
	1763 (4.9%)

	Do you think health & social care research could be beneficial to you, your family & local community?

	N-Miss
	7353

	Yes
	28245 (79.2%)

	No
	1149 (3.2%)

	Not sure
	6258 (17.6%)

	Which 3 areas of research do you think should be prioritised as most important for your local community? (Please select up to three options)*

	N-Miss
	7225

	Health conditions/disease
	19790 (55.3%)

	Education
	8253 (23.1%)

	Mental health & wellbeing
	19353 (54.1%)

	Poverty
	7337 (20.5%)

	Men's health
	4773 (13.3%)

	Women's health
	6198 (17.3%)

	Environmental pollution & sustainability
	6564 (18.3%)

	Access to housing
	6018 (16.8%)

	Social Isolation & Loneliness
	9002 (25.2%)

	Crime & safety
	7373 (20.6%)

	Access to Healthcare Services (inc the NHS App & Patches)
	9765 (27.3%)

	Disabilities & accessibility issues
	5161 (14.4%)

	Employment & job opportunities
	3868 (10.8%)

	Access to transport
	3273 (9.1%)

	Family wellbeing & child care
	5372 (15.0%)

	Digital Access
	1764 (4.9%)

	Other
	501 (1.4%)

	Has a healthcare provider, like your GP, ever informed you about or invited you to be part of health & social care research studies?

	N-Miss
	7356

	Yes
	5774 (16.2%)

	No
	27527 (77.2%)

	Not sure
	2348 (6.6%)

	Regardless of how you learned about it, have you ever actively participated in any health & social care research studies?

	N-Miss
	7340

	Yes
	14062 (39.4%)

	No
	21603 (60.6%)

	How satisfied were you with your experience? (N=14062)

	N-Miss
	242

	Extremely dissatisfied
	711 (5.1%)

	Somewhat dissatisfied
	537 (3.9%)

	Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied
	2644 (19.1%)

	Somewhat satisfied
	4540 (32.9%)

	Extremely satisfied
	5388 (39.0%)

	Were you given sufficient information about the research study before agreeing to participate? (N=14062)

	N-Miss
	228

	Yes
	11753 (85.0%)

	To some extent
	1751 (12.7%)

	No
	147 (1.1%)

	Not sure
	183 (1.3%)

	If you have participated in a research study, what motivated you to do so? (You can select more than one option) (N=14062)*

	N-Miss
	210

	Interest in the research topic
	8280 (59.8%)

	Desire to help others
	11090 (80.1%)

	Financial compensation
	1348 (9.7%)

	Access to new treatments & technologies
	3353 (24.2%)

	I was encouraged by a healthcare professional or friend/family member
	1042 (7.5%)

	Other
	694 (5.0%)

	Have you ever declined or refused to participate in a research study?

	N-Miss
	7764

	Yes
	3893 (11.0%)

	No
	31348 (89.0%)

	What was the reason for your decision? (You can select more than one option)* (N=3893)

	Lack of time
	1697 (43.6%)

	Not interested in the topic
	972 (25.0%)

	Privacy & confidentiality concerns
	450 (11.6%)

	Fear of potential risk/side effect
	775 (19.9%)

	Lack of information about the study
	481 (12.4%)

	Had a negative experience before
	48 (1.2%)

	Cultural/ religious beliefs
	25 (0.6%)

	Other
	860 (22.1%)

	Which of the following factors could encourage you & other people to partake in research studies? (You can select more than one option)*

	N-Miss
	7476

	Being paid for your participation in research
	17068 (48.0%)

	Translated research documents & materials (in several languages)
	2483 (7.0%)

	Making research surveys shorter & minimising/simplifying medical terminology
	14441 (40.6%)

	Having a research helper to support you during interviews or with survey completion
	2912 (8.2%)

	Access to a better understanding of your health condition(s) & self-management of your health
	18931 (53.3%)

	Access to better care, new treatments & devices to improve your health condition(s)
	20856 (58.7%)

	Better access to the research findings & results
	15971 (45.0%)

	Have a research champion with the same or similar culture/religion/social background
	2739 (7.7%)

	Others
	1162 (3.3%)

	How would you prefer to participate in research? (Select all that apply)*

	N-Miss
	10055

	Participating in research design (e.g., helping to plan study's objectives, methods, & questions)
	7593 (23.0%)

	Responding to online survey
	29695 (90.1%)

	Participating in a face-to-face interview
	15925 (48.3%)

	Participating in an online interview
	17879 (54.3%)

	Participating in a focus group
	10136 (30.8%)

	Attending workshops or meetings
	9853 (29.9%)

	Participating in clinical trials (e.g., Studies testing new treatments or interventions to assess their effectiveness & safety)
	24512 (74.4%)

	Fundraising (e.g., Helping to raise money for research through events, campaigns, or donations)
	2801 (8.5%)

	Other
	226 (0.7%)

	How would you prefer to receive information about a research study & its findings? (Select all that apply)*

	N-Miss
	10055

	In-person
	3886 (11.8%)

	Email
	31403 (95.3%)

	Text/call
	5426 (16.5%)

	Postal mail
	8551 (26.0%)

	Online portal/ app
	10085 (30.6%)

	Social media
	2836 (8.6%)

	Newspaper/magazine advertisements
	1003 (3.0%)

	Other
	167 (0.5%)

	Which of the following factors are potential barriers to your participation in health & social care research? (You can tick more than one of the options)*

	N-Miss
	10055

	Lack of relevant health & social research studies (for my situation or health conditions)
	11870 (36.0%)

	Lengthy research processes & too much involvement
	11116 (33.7%)

	Concerns about the safety & potential side effects of the intervention
	8498 (25.8%)

	Mistrust in health & social care organisations
	3132 (9.5%)

	Lack of awareness of health & social care research
	11507 (34.9%)

	Financial constraints
	6690 (20.3%)

	Language or communication barriers
	973 (3.0%)

	Mobility issues (barriers related to physical disability/lack of transportation)
	3551 (10.8%)

	Fear of health risks
	4604 (14.0%)

	Family disapproval &/or cultural/religious reasons
	491 (1.5%)

	Time constraints or other personal commitments
	13683 (41.5%)

	Lack of digital resources & access
	1665 (5.1%)

	Health condition
	4026 (12.2%)

	Other
	1294 (3.9%)

	In your opinion, how well do health & social care organisations in your community communicate research findings to the public?

	N-Miss
	10229

	Very poorly
	4964 (15.1%)

	Poorly
	10155 (31.0%)

	Neutral
	15141 (46.2%)

	Well
	2106 (6.4%)

	Very well
	410 (1.3%)

	Has completing this survey increased your awareness of health & care research & the opportunities to participate in it?

	N-Miss
	10176

	Yes
	19062 (58.1%)

	No
	13767 (41.9%)

	Was this survey easy to understand & complete?

	N-Miss
	10195

	Yes
	32249 (98.3%)

	No
	561 (1.7%)

	Note: Items marked with an asterisk indicate multiple-response questions where participants could select more than one option. Percentages for these items are calculated based on the number of valid responders who reached the corresponding section of the survey. Participants who viewed the question but did not select any options were treated as non-endorsement of that item rather than missing data.

	Items marked with an asterisk are multiple-response questions where participants could select more than one option; percentages for these items are calculated among valid responders who reached the corresponding section and sum to more than 100%. Participants who viewed a question but selected no options were treated as non-endorsement rather than missing.



