Note: This document presents the coding structure and analytical procedure adopted in this study, which follows the principles of reflexive thematic analysis (Braun & Clarke, 2019). The entire coding framework is structured around the three-stage theoretical model of local embedding for grassroots sports events.

Core coding structure

	First-order theoretical dimension
	Second-order coding
	Definition of the code

	Initial Conditions

	Cultural and social capital
	Local folk cultural resources, intangible cultural heritage, community social networks, collective identity and traditional customs embedded in local society.

	
	Institutional and policy environment
	Local governance structure, government strategies, policy support intensity and administrative mobilization capacity.

	
	Geographical and tourism resources
	Natural endowments, location characteristics, tourism infrastructure, and industrial development constraints of the host region.

	Intermediary Governance Mechanisms
	Resource selection
	Screening, extraction and targeted integration of local cultural, industrial and ecological resources into event scenarios.

	
	Actor articulation
	Interactive relationships, role division, interest coordination and collaborative modes among government, communities, market operators and residents.

	
	Rule emergence
	Formation, iterative adjustment and internalization of competition rules, activity norms and informal conventions in event practice.

	Emergent Operational Models
	Industry-Driven Model
	Government-led, instrumentally oriented model with core goals of tourism promotion and industrial integration.

	
	Cultural-Identity-Driven Model
	Community-led, expressively oriented model with core goals of cultural inheritance and collective identity maintenance.

	
	Model comparative dimensions
	Differences between the two models in knowledge source, knowledge nature, reproduction driving force and governance structure.
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1. Data transcription and sorting: All interview audio recordings were transcribed verbatim and fully anonymized. Documentary materials were sorted chronologically and by source type.
2. Data familiarization: Two researchers independently read all transcripts and documentary materials to obtain a holistic perception of the contextual background.
3. Initial open coding: Line-by-line initial coding was conducted based on the three-stage theoretical framework, retaining in-vivo codes from original interviewee narratives.
4. Theme refinement and aggregation: Initial codes were aggregated into second-order themes and further mapped onto the three first-order theoretical dimensions.
5. Cross-case comparison: Coding results of the two cases were systematically compared to identify similarities and differences in local embedding logic.
6. Theoretical saturation check: Coding and analysis were repeated until no new thematic categories emerged, ensuring the stability and completeness of the analytical framework.

