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Paying for Children’s Marriage: Anticipatory Financial Strain and Parental Labor Supply in Rural China
Table S1. Debt-Amount and IHS-Unit Sensitivity Analyses
	Specification / unit
	Non-mortgage debt
	Outstanding loan
	Other borrowing

	Panel A. Occurrence margin: any cash marriage transfer
	
	
	

	Yuan
	0.1717
(0.1139)
N=6,506
	-0.0349
(0.0814)
N=6,503
	0.2831***
(0.1022)
N=6,503

	RMB 1,000
	0.0808*
(0.0459)
N=6,506
	-0.0056
(0.0342)
N=6,503
	0.1164***
(0.0394)
N=6,503

	RMB 10,000
	0.0525**
(0.0257)
N=6,506
	0.0021
(0.0196)
N=6,503
	0.0654***
(0.0207)
N=6,503

	Panel B. Amount margin: ln(cash marriage transfers)
	
	
	

	Yuan
	0.1658***
(0.0492)
N=4,532
	0.0438
(0.0367)
N=4,532
	0.1706***
(0.0435)
N=4,530

	RMB 1,000
	0.0808***
(0.0207)
N=4,532
	0.0233
(0.0156)
N=4,532
	0.0784***
(0.0176)
N=4,530

	RMB 10,000
	0.0501***
(0.0119)
N=4,532
	0.0159*
(0.0088)
N=4,532
	0.0447***
(0.0098)
N=4,530

	Panel C. Log debt amounts among positive-debt households
	
	
	

	Any cash marriage transfer
	0.0578
(0.1328)
N=1,424
	0.1717
(0.1896)
N=462
	0.0712
(0.1347)
N=1,124

	ln(Cash marriage transfers)
	0.1260**
(0.0530)
N=1,025
	0.0996
(0.0727)
N=324
	0.1689***
(0.0541)
N=826


Notes: Panels A and B report IHS debt-balance regressions after expressing debt in alternative units. Panel C uses natural-log debt amounts conditional on positive debt. Specifications follow Table 3 of the main text and use community-clustered standard errors. *** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.10.


Table S2. Timing and Additional Marriage-Payment Robustness Checks
	Specification
	Weekly hours
	ln(weekly hours), workers
	Excessive work (≥55h)
	Excess hours above 55

	Panel A. Timing sensitivity: parental labor supply
	
	
	
	

	Transfers for child marriages in 2008–2018
	0.2967
(0.3008)
N=4,132
	0.0290
(0.0208)
N=3,003
	0.0071*
(0.0038)
N=4,132
	0.1230
(0.0828)
N=4,132

	Transfers for child marriages in 2013–2018
	0.5630
(0.3526)
N=2,016
	0.0490*
(0.0255)
N=1,465
	0.0106**
(0.0050)
N=2,016
	0.1167
(0.0822)
N=2,016

	Payment for most recent child marriage
	0.6586***
(0.2392)
N=6,101
	0.0666***
(0.0164)
N=4,253
	0.0075**
(0.0030)
N=6,101
	0.1417**
(0.0707)
N=6,101



	Specification
	Any non-mortgage debt
	Non-mortgage debt amount (IHS)
	Any other borrowing
	Other borrowing amount (IHS)

	Panel B. Timing sensitivity: household financial strain
	
	
	
	

	Transfers for child marriages in 2008–2018
	0.0167**
(0.0067)
N=2,388
	0.0640***
(0.0185)
N=2,388
	0.0168***
(0.0063)
N=2,386
	0.0584***
(0.0165)
N=2,386

	Transfers for child marriages in 2013–2018
	0.0265***
(0.0089)
N=1,166
	0.0987***
(0.0272)
N=1,166
	0.0250***
(0.0087)
N=1,165
	0.0823***
(0.0253)
N=1,165

	Payment for most recent child marriage
	0.0144***
(0.0049)
N=3,623
	0.0516***
(0.0132)
N=3,623
	0.0138***
(0.0046)
N=3,621
	0.0463***
(0.0116)
N=3,621

	Specification
	Weekly hours
	ln(weekly hours), workers
	Excessive work (≥55h)
	Excess hours above 55

	Panel C. Total payments excluding households requiring housing-unit correction
	
	
	
	

	ln(Total marriage payments)
	0.3668*
(0.1965)
N=7,590
	0.0351**
(0.0158)
N=5,260
	0.0071***
(0.0023)
N=7,590
	0.0799
(0.0511)
N=7,590


Notes: Panels A and B reconstruct the transfer exposure over more recent marriage windows or use the payment associated with the most recent child marriage. Window-specific regressions control for the number of marriages in the relevant window; the most-recent-marriage specification additionally controls for years since that marriage and the total number of married children. Panel C removes all households whose housing amounts required the unit-correction rule. Other controls follow the corresponding main-text specifications. Community-clustered standard errors are in parentheses. *** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.10.


Table S3. Follow-up Attrition, Alternative 2020 Labor Measures, and 2018–2020 Changes
	Check
	Outcome / test
	Estimate
	SE
	N

	Follow-up retention
	
	
	
	

	
	Share of 2018 positive-transfer parent sample observed in 2020 work module
	0.9311
	—
	7,536

	Follow-up attrition
	
	
	
	

	
	Association of ln(Cash transfer) with follow-up observation in 2020
	0.0020
	(0.0029)
	7,536

	2020 labor including side jobs
	
	
	
	

	
	Weekly hours
	0.6858***
	(0.2323)
	7,012

	
	ln(weekly hours), workers
	0.0441***
	(0.0134)
	5,211

	
	Excessive work (≥55h)
	0.0082***
	(0.0031)
	7,012

	
	Excess hours above 55
	0.1514
	(0.0930)
	7,012

	Change, 2018–2020
	
	
	
	

	
	Weekly hours
	-0.1264
	(0.2493)
	7,008

	
	Excessive work (≥55h)
	-0.0020
	(0.0034)
	7,008

	
	Excess hours above 55
	-0.0328
	(0.0891)
	7,008


Notes: The retention row reports the share of the 2018 positive-transfer parent sample observed in the 2020 work module. The attrition regression uses follow-up status as the outcome. The alternative 2020 labor measure adds side-job hours. Change-score regressions use the 2020 outcome minus the corresponding 2018 outcome. Controls follow the 2020 main specification, and standard errors are clustered at the community level. *** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.10.
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