Supplementary Table 1. Primers for HBV RNA amplification and detection
	Round
	Sense
	Primer name
	Sequence (5'-3')
	Position

	RT
	-
	HBV-3.5RNA-RT
	ATTCTCAGACCGTAGCACACGACACCGAGATTGAGATCTTCTGCGAC
	nt 2436-2415

	PCR
	+
	3.5pgRNA_PCR-F
	CCTACTGTTCAAGCCTCCAAGC
	nt 1856-1877

	
	-
	HBV RNA_PCR-R
	ATTCTCAGACCGTAGCACACGACAC
	random sequence

	QPCR
	+
	3.5RNA_QPCR-F
	AYAGACCATCAAATGCCC
	nt 2295-2312

	
	-
	HBV RNA_PCR-R
	ATTCTCAGACCGTAGCACACGACAC
	random sequence




Supplementary Table 2. The limit of detection for serum HBV RNA was 1466 copies/mL, as calculated by probit analysis
	Nominal input
(HBV RNA copies/mL)
	No. replicates
	No. positives
	Positivity rate (%)

	19200
	24
	24
	100

	1920
	60
	58
	96.67

	960
	80
	77
	96.25

	660
	80
	17
	21.25

	480
	80
	7
	8.75

	240
	60
	4
	6.67

	The concentration of HBV RNA that can be detected with a positivity rate of greater than 95% as determined by probit analysis is 1466 copies/mL




