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Supplementary table: 
Operational conditions and standard (Applichem®) preparations (as per company guidelines) employed in Atomic Absorption Spectrophotometer for determination of heavy metals AOAC (1990)
	Heavy metals
	Wavelength (nm)
	Slit Width (nm)
	Lamp Current (mA)
	Burner Head
	Flame
	Burner Height (mm)
	Oxidant gas pressure (kpa)/ Flow rate (l/min)
	Fuel gas pressure (kpa)/ Flow rate (l/min)

	Cadmium
	228.8
	1.3
	7.5
	Standard type
	Air-C2H2
	5.0
	160/15.0
	6.0/2.0

	Cobalt
	240.7
	0.2
	12.5
	Standard type
	Air-C2H2
	7.5
	160/15.0
	7.0/2.2

	Copper
	324.8
	1.3
	7.5
	Standard type
	Air-C2H2
	7.5
	160/15.0
	7.0/2.2

	Chromium
	357.9
	1.3
	7.5
	Standard type
	Air-C2H2
	7.5
	160/15.0
	12/3.0

	Nickel
	232.0
	0.2
	10.0
	Standard type
	Air-C2H2
	7.5
	160/15.0
	7.0/2.2

	Zinc
	213.9
	1.3
	10.0
	Standard type
	Air-C2H2
	7.5
	160/15.0
	6.0/2.0



Standards Preparation
Calibrated standards were prepared from the commercially available stock solution (Applichem®) in the form of an aqueous solution (1000 ppm). Highly purified de-ionized water was used for the preparation of working standards. All the glass apparatus used throughout the process of analytical work were immersed in 8N HNO3 overnight and washed with several changes of de-ionized water prior to use. 

