Table 1. Demographic and IVF treatment characteristics of participants
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Abbreviations: S, ovarian stimulation; R, oocyte retrieval; T, embryo transfer; PGT, preimplantation genetic testing; N/A, not available.
*Income figures are approximate and based on participants’ self-reports. P26 reported previous rather than current couple income. P27’s husband’s income was reported in Australian dollars and is retained in the original currency.
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Pseudonym Age Current residence Occupation income (CNY) IVF history
Chen 34 Shanghai University teacher 144-168k 1S/1T; pregnant
Li 34 Chengdu Finance ~400k 3R/1T; PGT
Wang 30 Liaoning High-school teacher 120-192k 1R; awaiting T
Zhou 31 Shanghai Corporate employee 1.0-1.4m 1R/4T; ongoing
Tang 36 Beijing Internet sector ~2.5m 1R; PGT ongoing
He 28 Nanjing Education services 300-500k+ 2S/4T; live birth
Yang 30 Shenzhen/Zhuhai Self-employed N/A 28/2T
Ma 26 Hefei Homemaker 78-84k 1R; awaiting T
Wu 28 Tianjin Not employed; former editor ~180k 1R/1T; ongoing
Luo 33 Shanghai Finance >2.0m 1S/1T; pregnant
Zheng 39 Hangzhou Consumer/retail operations N/A 6R/1T
Guo 32 Beijing Internet/insurance product management 1.0-1.3m 1R; awaiting T
Deng 33 Mianyang Freelance 250-260k 18/2T
Qian 33 Guangzhou Not employed; former technical worker 300400k 2S/4T; ongoing
Shen 37 Tianjin Primary-school teacher 360480k 4R/2T; ongoing
Huang 33 Qingdao Not employed; former administrator =130k 2R/2T
Jiang 40 Beijing Freelance <600k 1S/1T; ongoing
Mo 31 Guangdong Primary-school teacher ~300k 1S/1T; pregnant
Yu 37 Beijing Not employed; former architecture/design manager 400-500k 3S/5T; ongoing
Xie 32 Shanghai Freelance 100-300k 2S/1T; ongoing
Hao 34 Beijing Freelance 200-300k* 1R/1T; ongoing
Xu 40 Shanghai Marketing 300k + AUD180k* SR/4T; ongoing
Lin 32 Wenzhou Primary-school teacher 300-500k 3R/9T; ongoing
Zhao 38 Shanghai Not employed; former procurement worker ~450k 1S/2T; pregnant
Gao 32 Jiaxing Apparel industry >500k 1S; PGT ongoing
Han 39 Jiangsu Medical-related occupation 600k—1.0m 2S8/2T; ongoing
Peng 41 Shanghai Freelance 700-800k Multiple cycles; 1 live birth; ongoing
Sun 35 Northwest China Forensic examiner 180-230k First IVF cycle planned
Fang 40 Guangzhou Not employed; former clerical worker ~96k 4S/4T; ongoing
Liu 27 Hangzhou Primary-school teacher 380450k Pre-test
Zhang 30 Fujian Finance 300-360k Pre-test
Du 32 Weifang Self-employed <200k 1R/1T; awaiting outcome
Ren 28 Chengdu Employed; occupation not reported ~240k 18S: ongoing





