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Supplementary Table 1. Distribution of the incubation period of human rabies cases in China, 2019–2024.
	Variable
	Category
	Total cases
	Proportion (%)
	Incubation period
	Mean rank
	Statistic (H/U)
	P

	
	
	
	
	Median (day)
	Q1–Q3
	
	
	

	Age group
	≤ 14 years
	64
	9.18
	36
	21.25–113
	272.20
	10.254
	0.006

	
	15–59 years
	274
	39.31
	76
	39.75–120
	356.73
	
	

	
	60–94 years
	359
	51.51
	69
	42–148
	356.79
	
	

	Sex
	Male
	473
	67.86
	71
	39–134
	352.83
	51163.50
	0.465

	
	Female
	224
	32.14
	65
	34.5–134.75
	340.91
	
	

	Animal causing exposure
	Canine
	663
	95.12
	68
	38–129
	346.26
	4.089
	0.252

	
	Cat
	23
	3.30
	103
	44–376
	408.59
	
	

	
	Wild animal
	3
	0.43
	46
	—
	268.00
	
	

	
	Unknown
	8
	1.15
	145
	38–569.5
	435.19
	
	

	Exposure category
	III
	470
	67.43
	65
	34–120
	336.03
	8.470
	0.037

	
	II
	171
	24.53
	78
	42–182
	372.19
	
	

	
	II or III
	42
	6.03
	94
	53–205.25
	410.36
	
	

	
	Unknown
	14
	2.01
	56
	31.5–169
	317.14
	
	

	Exposure site
	Upper limb
	334
	47.92
	70
	42–127.25
	355.96
	40.304
	<0.001

	
	Lower limb
	127
	18.22
	88
	50–169
	399.48
	
	

	
	Head/face/neck
	43
	6.17
	24
	16–59
	178.03
	
	

	
	Trunk
	4
	0.57
	80
	11.5–133.75
	294.38
	
	

	
	Multiple wounds
	23
	3.30
	77
	29–318
	369.13
	
	

	
	Unknown
	166
	23.82
	63
	34–143.25
	339.19
	
	

	Source of attacking animal
	Household-owned
	350
	50.22
	75.5
	41.75–140
	361.23
	3.026
	0.388

	
	Neighbor-owned
	80
	11.48
	60
	28.25–175.75
	326.64
	
	

	
	Stray
	214
	30.70
	67
	35–127.5
	342.24
	
	

	
	Other
	53
	7.60
	72
	30–102.5
	329.29
	
	

	Exposure route
	Bite
	547
	78.48
	73
	41–125
	352.76
	6.573
	0.087

	
	Scratch
	88
	12.63
	64
	31.25–210
	348.63
	
	

	
	Lick
	7
	1.00
	34
	22–50
	160.07
	
	

	
	Unknown
	55
	7.89
	61
	32–211
	336.29
	
	

	Animal injured multiple people
	Yes
	75
	10.76
	61
	29–93
	22165
	19315.00
	0.015

	
	No
	622
	89.24
	72
	39–140
	221088
	
	

	Wound management
	Clinical management
	61
	8.75
	24
	15–75
	222.48
	26.739
	<0.001

	
	Self-managed
	223
	31.99
	74
	42–123
	354.80
	
	

	
	No intervention
	413
	59.25
	75
	42–151.5
	364.56
	
	

	Received PEP vaccination
	Yes
	44
	6.31
	19.5
	14.25–27.75
	7057
	6067.00
	<0.001

	
	No
	653
	93.69
	74
	42–136.5
	236196
	
	

	RIG injection
	Yes
	23
	3.30
	19
	14–22
	2670
	2394.00
	<0.001

	
	No
	674
	96.70
	72
	40–136
	240583
	
	


H, Kruskal–Wallis test; U, Mann–Whitney test. Mean rank is reported; for the binary variables the value shown is the rank sum.
Supplementary Table 2. Treatment combinations in post-PEP onset cases, by exposure category (n).
	PEP interventions
	Exposure category, n
	Total, n (%)

	
	II
	III
	II or III
	Unknown
	

	Wound treatment
	3
	22
	1
	1
	27 (34.62)

	Vaccination
	4
	3
	2
	0
	9 (11.54)

	Wound treatment + incomplete vaccination
	2
	11
	2
	0
	15 (19.23)

	Wound treatment + complete vaccination
	0
	2
	0
	0
	2 (2.56)

	Complete vaccination + RIG
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1 (1.28)

	Incomplete vaccination + RIG
	0
	3
	0
	0
	3 (3.85)

	Wound treatment + incomplete vaccination +RIG
	0
	19
	0
	0
	19 (24.36)

	Wound treatment + complete vaccination + RIG
	0
	2
	0
	0
	2 (2.56)

	Total
	9
	63
	5
	1
	78 (100.00)


Supplementary Table 3. Key time points from onset to death in PEP failure cases, by exposure category (n).
	Interval
	Exposure category, n
	Total, n (%)

	
	II
	III
	II or III
	Unknown
	

	From exposure to vaccination

	≤ 1 day
	2
	30
	2
	0
	34 (80.95)

	> 1 day
	2
	5
	1
	0
	8 (19.05)

	Total
	4
	35
	3
	0
	42 (100.00)

	From vaccination to onset

	≤ 15 days
	1
	17
	1
	0
	19 (39.58)

	16–28 days
	3
	15
	1
	0
	19 (39.58)

	≥ 29 days
	1
	8
	1
	0
	10 (20.83)

	Total
	5
	40
	3
	0
	48 (100.00)

	From onset to death

	≤ 7 days
	6
	46
	5
	1
	58 (85.29)

	8–14 days
	1
	8
	0
	0
	9 (13.24)

	15 days – 1 month
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1 (1.47)

	Total
	7
	55
	5
	1
	68 (100.00)

	From exposure to onset (incubation period)

	≤ 28 days
	5
	33
	2
	0
	40 (56.34)

	28–60 days
	2
	9
	0
	1
	12 (16.90)

	61–90 days
	0
	6
	1
	0
	7 (9.86)

	91–120 days
	0
	1
	1
	0
	2 (2.82)

	121–150 days
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1 (1.41)

	151–365 days
	0
	1
	2
	0
	3 (4.23)

	> 1 year
	0
	6
	0
	0
	6 (8.45)

	Total
	7
	57
	6
	1
	71 (100.00)
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