[bookmark: _GoBack]All corticosteroid doses were converted to equivalent doses of prednisone (where 5 mg of prednisone = 4 mg of methylprednisolone = 0.75 mg of dexamethasone = 20 mg of hydrocortisone).

Variable Assignment Table
	dependent variable
	coding

	Day 7 clinical outcome
	0: poor outcome; 1: favorable outcome

	independent variable
	

	Disease severity at admission
	0: severe type; 1: critical type

	COPD
	0: no; 1: yes

	CRF
	0: no; 1: yes

	Co-infection
	0: no; 1: yes

	Age
	continuous variable

	BMI
	continuous variable

	PCT
	continuous variable

	CRP
	continuous variable

	AST
	continuous variable

	ALT
	continuous variable

	Lymphocyte countt
	continuous variable

	NLR
	continuous variable

	PLT
	continuous variable

	PT-INR
	continuous variable

	D-dimer
	continuous variable



