Individual-Level Index Scores and Reliability Assessment
Table S1 presents the individual-level scores for the three indices. Overall, scores were high, with most values close to or equal to 100%, particularly for ECI-2 (Consent) and ECI-3 (Confidentiality). ECI-1 (Information) showed greater variability, with scores ranging from low values to 100%. Missing values corresponded to non-participants or situations in which the index could not be calculated.
Table 1 S1. Individual-level index values (primary rule). Blank = index not computable for that respondent (non-participant, or all applicable items missing)
	Region
	Sex
	Participated
	ECI1
	ECI2
	ECI3

	Adamawa
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	55.5556
	75
	100

	Adamawa
	Male
	Yes
	66.6667
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	75
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Male
	Yes
	55.5556
	75
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	77.7778
	85.7143
	50

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	55.5556
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Male
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	77.7778
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Male
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Male
	Yes
	44.4444
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Male
	Yes
	55.5556
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	44.4444
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	44.4444
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Male
	Yes
	50
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Male
	Yes
	77.7778
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	66.6667
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	50
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Male
	Yes
	55.5556
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Male
	Yes
	66.6667
	85.7143
	100

	Adamawa
	Male
	Yes
	77.7778
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	66.6667
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Male
	Yes
	55.5556
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	55.5556
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	33.3333
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	60
	100
	50

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	62.5
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	75
	42.8571
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	55.5556
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	77.7778
	100
	0

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	50
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Male
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Male
	Yes
	75
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	75
	50
	100

	Adamawa
	Male
	Yes
	77.7778
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	66.6667
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Male
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Male
	Yes
	71.4286
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	87.5
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Male
	Yes
	100
	75
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	100
	50
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Adamawa
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Douala
	Female
	Yes
	66.6667
	50
	100

	Douala
	Male
	Yes
	80
	100
	100

	Douala
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Douala
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Douala
	Male
	No
	
	
	

	Douala
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Douala
	Male
	No
	
	
	

	Douala
	Female
	No
	
	
	

	Douala
	Male
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	100

	Douala
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Douala
	Male
	Yes
	
	100
	100

	Douala
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Douala
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Douala
	Female
	No
	
	
	

	Douala
	Female
	No
	
	
	

	Douala
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Douala
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Douala
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Douala
	Female
	No
	
	
	

	Douala
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Douala
	Male
	No
	
	
	

	Douala
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Douala
	Female
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	0

	Douala
	Male
	Yes
	66.6667
	100
	100

	Douala
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Douala
	Female
	Yes
	100
	75
	100

	Douala
	Female
	Yes
	100
	75
	100

	Douala
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Douala
	Female
	Yes
	100
	75
	100

	Douala
	Female
	Yes
	100
	75
	100

	Douala
	Male
	No
	
	
	

	Douala
	Male
	No
	
	
	

	Douala
	Female
	No
	
	
	

	Douala
	Female
	No
	
	
	

	Douala
	Male
	Yes
	100
	75
	100

	Douala
	Male
	Yes
	100
	75
	100

	Douala
	Female
	Yes
	100
	75
	50

	Douala
	Male
	Yes
	100
	75
	100

	Douala
	Male
	Yes
	100
	75
	100

	Douala
	Male
	Yes
	100
	75
	100

	Douala
	Female
	Yes
	100
	75
	100

	Douala
	Female
	Yes
	100
	75
	100

	Douala
	Female
	Yes
	100
	75
	100

	Douala
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Douala
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Douala
	Male
	Yes
	100
	75
	100

	Douala
	Female
	Yes
	100
	75
	100

	Littoral
	Female
	Yes
	75
	100
	100

	Littoral
	Male
	Yes
	66.6667
	100
	100

	Littoral
	Male
	Yes
	66.6667
	100
	100

	Littoral
	Female
	Yes
	77.7778
	100
	100

	Littoral
	Male
	Yes
	50
	100
	100

	Littoral
	Female
	Yes
	66.6667
	100
	100

	Littoral
	Male
	Yes
	77.7778
	100
	100

	Littoral
	Male
	Yes
	77.7778
	75
	100

	Littoral
	Female
	Yes
	66.6667
	100
	100

	Littoral
	Female
	Yes
	55.5556
	100
	100

	Littoral
	Female
	Yes
	77.7778
	100
	100

	Littoral
	Female
	Yes
	77.7778
	100
	100

	Littoral
	Female
	Yes
	77.7778
	100
	100

	Littoral
	Female
	Yes
	66.6667
	100
	100

	Littoral
	Female
	Yes
	87.5
	75
	100

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	100
	42.8571
	100

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	88.8889
	75
	100

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	77.7778
	75
	100

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	
	100
	100

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	77.7778
	75
	100

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	100

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	88.8889
	75
	100

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	100

	South-West
	Female
	No
	
	
	

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	100

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	100

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	100

	South-West
	Female
	No
	
	
	

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	100

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	100

	South-West
	Female
	No
	
	
	

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	66.6667
	100
	100

	South-West
	Male
	No
	
	
	

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	100

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	100

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	100

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	100

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	100

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	100

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	88.8889
	50
	100

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	88.8889
	75
	100

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	88.8889
	75
	100

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	88.8889
	75
	100

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	88.8889
	71.4286
	100

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	88.8889
	75
	100

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	88.8889
	75
	100

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	88.8889
	75
	100

	South-West
	Female
	No
	
	
	

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	88.8889
	75
	100

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	88.8889
	75
	100

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	77.7778
	75
	100

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	88.8889
	75
	100

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	88.8889
	71.4286
	100

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	88.8889
	75
	100

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	South-West
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	South-West
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	West
	Male
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	100

	West
	Male
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	100

	West
	Male
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	100

	West
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	West
	Male
	Yes
	77.7778
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Male
	No
	
	
	

	Yaounde
	Male
	No
	
	
	

	Yaounde
	Male
	No
	
	
	

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Male
	No
	
	
	

	Yaounde
	Male
	No
	
	
	

	Yaounde
	Male
	No
	
	
	

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	50

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	66.6667
	50
	100

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	77.7778
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	55.5556
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Male
	Yes
	77.7778
	50
	100

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Male
	Yes
	77.7778
	50
	100

	Yaounde
	Male
	Yes
	77.7778
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Male
	Yes
	66.6667
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Male
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Male
	Yes
	77.7778
	75
	100

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	77.7778
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	77.7778
	50
	100

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	77.7778
	50
	100

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	77.7778
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	100
	50
	100

	Yaounde
	Male
	Yes
	77.7778
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	77.7778
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Male
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	66.6667
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	77.7778
	50
	100

	Yaounde
	Female
	Yes
	100
	100
	100

	Yaounde
	Male
	Yes
	88.8889
	100
	100




Table S2 shows variable internal consistency across the three indices. ICE-1 (Information) demonstrated moderate internal consistency (KR-20 = 0.61), whereas ICE-2 (Consent) showed low internal consistency (KR-20 = 0.26). ICE-3 (Confidentiality) had a KR-20 of 0.50, which should be interpreted cautiously given that it comprises only two items. Overall, these findings suggest that the items in ICE-1 were more homogeneous than those in the other two indices.
Table 2 S2. Internal consistency 
	Index
	Items (k)
	Complete cases
	KR-20

	ICE-1 Information
	9
	189
	0.61

	ICE-2 Consent
	4
	216
	0.26

	ICE-3 Confidentiality
	2
	224
	0.50



Table S3 shows substantial variation in item–total correlations across ICE-1 items. The highest correlations were observed for Contact details (0.51), Benefits and risks (0.45), Time burden (0.44), and Right to withdraw (0.40), indicating a relatively good contribution to the overall index. In contrast, Voluntary participation (0.11) and 15 ml blood draw (0.05) showed weak correlations with the other items and therefore contributed little to internal consistency. The correlation for Confidentiality could not be calculated because the item had no variance in responses.
Table 3 S3. Item–total correlations
	ICE-1 item
	Correlation with the sum of the other items

	Contact details
	0.51

	Benefits and risks
	0.45

	Time burden
	0.44

	Right to withdraw
	0.40

	Possible compensation
	0.28

	Objectives of the survey
	0.23

	Voluntary participation
	0.11

	15 ml blood draw
	0.05

	Confidentiality
	not computable (no variance)
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