
IN-DEPTH INTERVIEW GUIDE
For Healthcare Providers at Malnutrition Treatment Centres (MTCs) & District Tuberculosis Centres (DTCs)
(Perceptions of Healthcare Providers in the Implementation of National Tuberculosis Elimination Program (NTEP) Guidelines at Malnutrition Treatment Centres (MTCs) in Jodhpur, Rajasthan, India: A Qualitative Study)
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Introduction
Good morning/afternoon. My name is Kunal Vats, and I am conducting a research study on the diagnosis and screening of pulmonary tuberculosis among children with severe acute malnutrition (SAM) at Nutrition Rehabilitation Centres (NRCs) in Jodhpur. Thank you for making the time to speak with me today.
This study explores the experiences of healthcare providers, like yourself, in diagnosing and managing tuberculosis among children with severe acute malnutrition at Malnutrition Treatment Centres and District Tuberculosis Centres in Jodhpur. Your insights will help us understand what is working well, what challenges exist and how TB screening and care for these children can be strengthened.
Everything you share with me will be kept strictly confidential and used only for the purposes of this research. Participation is voluntary, you are free to decline to answer any question or to stop the interview at any point, without any consequence. With your permission, I would like to audio-record this conversation to ensure accuracy; the recording will be stored securely and accessible only to the research team. May I go ahead and begin recording?

Section A - Context of the Malnutrition Treatment Centres
1. What is the purpose of Malnutrition Treatment Centres and what kind of children are admitted here?
2. What are the common health concerns seen among children admitted or referred at the Malnutrition Treatment Centres?
3. Could you describe the general process followed for screening and diagnosing health conditions in children admitted at Malnutrition Treatment Centres?

Section B - Perceptions on Malnutrition and Tuberculosis
4. What is your opinion on the association between malnutrition and tuberculosis?
5. How often do you encounter children who may have TB?
6. Do you feel adequately trained and equipped to identify TB in children with Severe Acute Malnutrition?

Section C - Clinical Screening Practices
7. Are there specific symptoms or signs that raise your suspicion of TB in a child with Severe Acute Malnutrition? If yes, tell in detail.
8. How are children typically screened for Tuberculosis at the Malnutrition Treatment Centres?
9. Are there any standardized protocols or guidelines that you follow when screening children for TB? If yes, tell in detail.
10. What can you about the diagnostic algorithm recommended by NTEP for identifying TB in children?

Section D — Diagnostic Testing and Sample Collection
11. What diagnostic tests and facilities (eg: laboratory, imaging services etc.) are available at the Malnutrition Treatment Centres for Pediatric TB screening?
– How frequently have these tests been conducted in the past month?
– What challenges have you encountered while performing these tests?
– What solutions would you suggest to address these challenges?
12. What types of biological samples (eg: gastric aspirate, induced sputum etc.) are collected for Pediatric TB diagnosis at the Malnutrition Treatment Centres?
– Approximately how many such samples have you collected in the past month?
– What difficulties have you faced during the collection process?
– What strategies would you propose to improve the efficiency and accuracy of sample collection?
13. How are samples collected, transported and processed at the Malnutrition Treatment Centres? Tell in detail.

Section E - Results, Referral and Case Management
14. Do you usually receive test results within an expected timeframe? If not, what factors contribute to the delays?
15. How do you handle situations where test results are inconclusive or chest X-ray findings are non-specific?
16. How does the referral and coordination system function between MTCs and DTCs for suspected or confirmed TB cases?
Section F - Treatment and Ongoing Management
17. Once a child with Severe Acute Malnutrition is diagnosed with TB, how is treatment initiated and by whom?
18. How is treatment adherence and follow-up managed for these children, especially given their nutritional status?
19. What challenges arise in coordinating nutritional care and TB treatment together for the same child?

Section G - Enablers, Barriers and Recommendations
20. What factors do you feel help or support the smooth implementation of TB screening and management for children with Severe Acute Malnutrition?
22. What are the main barriers or obstacles you face in implementing NTEP guidelines in this setting?
23. In your view, what measures or improvements could strengthen the diagnosis and management of TB in children with Severe Acute Malnutrition at MTCs and DTCs?
24. Is there anything else you would like to share about your experience or any suggestions regarding TB screening and care for children with Severe Acute Malnutrition?

Closing
Thank you very much for your time and for sharing your valuable insights. Your responses will greatly contribute to this research and to improving TB screening practices for children with Severe Acute Malnutrition. Do you have any questions for me before we conclude?
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