Appendix A: Reproducibility
Both source tables are published by Eurostat, are freely available and require neither an account nor a licence, so the analysis can be repeated from the original source by anyone. The derived data behind every reported figure are supplied with this article as Online Resources 1 to 4, listed in Table 5.
Table 5 Derived data supplied with this article. Together these files reproduce every number in the tables and figures. Variable definitions, provenance and the two method notes below are given in the codebook
	File
	Contents

	Online Resource 1
	The analysis dataset: 960 paired cells, one row per country and population subgroup, carrying all seven internet categories and all five AI categories

	Online Resource 2
	Country-level results, the source of Table 4 and Figures 1, 3 and 4

	Online Resource 3
	Subgroup results with confidence intervals and sign tests, the source of Table 3 and Figure 2

	Online Resource 4
	Codebook: variable definitions, category codes and labels as published by Eurostat, provenance, and the sample funnel of Table 2



Two points of arithmetic bear on any attempt to reproduce these figures. First, Eurostat publishes these shares to two decimal places, which is exact in decimal but not representable in binary floating point: a value of 3.55 is held as 3.5499999999999998, and rounding it in floating point sends it down rather than up. All arithmetic here is therefore carried out in exact decimal, and each reported figure is rounded once, half away from zero. Second, the interval estimates are percentile bootstrap intervals over 10,000 replicates resampling countries, seeded so that they are reproducible; because such intervals depend on the order in which random draws are consumed, a different implementation with the same seed may differ in the final digit. Sign tests are exact rather than normal approximations, and no third-party statistical library is used, so no result depends on a package version






Appendix B: Pre-specified hypotheses and outcomes
Table 6 Pre-specified predictions and their outcomes. The predictions were fixed before the analysis was run, together with a withdrawal condition specifying that the interpretive claim would be abandoned if H5 failed. They are recorded as a dated declaration in the deposited archive; they were not lodged with a public registry, so this is a pre-specification internal to the project rather than a pre-registration. Two predictions were not supported and are reported in Sect. 6.5 rather than omitted
	ID
	Prediction
	Outcome

	H1
	No-AI-counterpart reason-space is substantial
	Supported

	H2
	AI residual too small to absorb it
	Supported

	H3
	AI "no need" exceeds internet "no need"
	Not supported

	H4
	Opposition predicts residual size across countries
	Failed; single-country artefact

	H5
	Gap persists in matched strata (decisive)
	Supported, 5 of 5

	R3
	Gap survives modal-reason rescaling
	Survives at about two-thirds size


The withdrawal condition attached to H5 was pre-committed and was not triggered

1
