Appendix A
Breakdown of the Studies 
	Study
	Aims of the Study
	Participants/ Location
Design
	Sample (N)
	Type of Analysis
	Theory/ Theoretical Frameworks & Models
	Settings Sampling/ Sampling Technique
	Key Findings

	Chedzoy & Burden (2005)
	To explore ways to obtain valid and reliable information from students before and after their transfer from primary to secondary school.
	Students / England    /Mixed-methods
	207 (103 girls and 104 boys)
	Comparative Analysis
	Rite of Passage,
Institutional Discontinuities,
Vygotskian and Ecological Perspectives,
Adolescent Development Theory

	The south-west of England/

–


	· 70% of Year 6 students anticipated that the academic work at secondary school would not be easy. ​
· 65% of Year 6 students felt they would have to work harder at secondary school, but only 40% felt they were actually working harder in Year 7. ​
· The majority of Year 7 students found the work to be too easy and similar to primary school work.
· Just over half of the Year 6 students anticipated making lots of new friends at secondary school, which increased to 69% after a term in Year 7. ​
· Just under 80% of Year 6 students expected stricter secondary school teachers, yet only 50% experienced this. 
· Concerns about bullying and older students' behavior persisted for some students. ​

	Ngware et al. (2006)
	To analyze the factors that influence access to secondary education in Kenya.
	Households with Secondary School-Age Children / Kenya / Quantitative
	258 households
	Logit Regression Model
	Human Capital Theory
	50 districts from all eight provinces of Kenya
	· Higher household income improves secondary school enrollment. 
· Higher education of the home head, especially the father, positively influences secondary school enrollment. 
· High tuition influences secondary education access. 
· Cultural biases and economic constraints favor male education over female.

	Weller (2007)
	To explore children's and parents' use of social capital during the transition from primary to secondary school.
	Children, parents, teachers / Mixed method / UK
	588 children aged 10-11, 76 parents,
81 children
first two years of secondary school (years 7-8), 12 focus groups with 75 children, 20 children.
	Comparative Analysis
	Concept of social capital
	High deprivation in the UK
	· Friendship is a significant concern for children during the transition.
· New friendships often form during the transition, some of which are instrumental and short-term, while others become more lasting. ​
· Children's social capital, derived from their friendships, plays a crucial role in their ability to adapt and form new networks. ​ 

	Burgess et al. (2008)
	To examine the transitions from primary to secondary school for a contemporary cohort of children moving between state schools in England.
	Pupils/
England/ Quantitative
	400,000 pupils





	Regression and graphical analysis 
	–
	12,000 primary schools and over 2,000 secondary schools/ state primary and secondary schools in England/
Census
	· Poorer secondary schools are more likely to attract low-ability students. 
· Primary schools with strong intellectual exam scores have more divided flows, separating poor and rich students in secondary schools. 
· High-performing secondary schools attract students from more diverse primary schools.

	Filmer & Schady (2008)
	To evaluate the impact of the Japan Fund for Poverty Reduction scholarship program on increasing the enrollment and attendance of girls in secondary school in Cambodia.
	Poor girls who are completing sixth grade and transitioning to lower secondary school/
Cambodia/

Quantitative
	2,765 scholars-hip recipients/ 858 non-recipients


	Ordinary Least Squares Regressions
	Human Capital Theory
	93 Lower secondary schools/

–

	· The JFPR scholarship had larger effects on girls with the lowest socioeconomic status (SES), girls whose parents had little formal schooling, and girls living further away from secondary schools. 

	Driessen et al. (2008)
	Seeks to understand the influence of pupil background characteristics, various cognitive and non-cognitive competencies, and the number of class and school characteristics on the transition of children from primary to secondary education in the Netherlands.
	Sixth-grade pupils/ Netherlands/ Quantitative
	5,664 pupils from 497 classes/

7,883 pupils from 519 classes
	Descriptive Analyses,
Multivariate Analyses

	Concept of meritocracy
	Primary to secondary education within the Dutch educational system/

Nationally Representative Sample,
Supplemental Sample



	· Higher-cognitive students were recommended more due to their better performance. 

· Girls had slightly higher educational recommendations than boys, even after controlling for school achievement and other characteristics. 

	Knowles et al. (2011) 
	To explore factors related to the decrease in physical activity behavior in adolescent girls during the transition from primary to secondary school. 
	Adolescent girls/ Qualitative / Edinburgh
	14 
	Thematic Analysis
	–
	Six public secondary schools in Edinburgh /

Purposive sampling techniques 
	· Girls utilized opportunities to be active during break and lunch times and participated in extracurricular activities. 
· A supportive physical activity environment was provided by peers, family, and activity leaders, making the girls feel comfortable and confident. ​
· Girls felt uncomfortable in a competitive environment, especially in the presence of boys. ​
· In secondary school, girls prioritized other activities such as homework, socializing with friends, and part-time jobs over physical activity.

	Siddhu (2011)
	To investigate the factors influencing parental decision-making regarding children's transition to secondary schooling in rural areas of Uttar Pradesh, India.
	Children in Grade 8, Parents/ 

India/ 

Mixed Method
	695
	Bivariate Analysis/
Multivariate Analysis

	CREATE (Consortium for Research on Educational Access, Transitions and Equity) Framework of Exclusion
	Government primary and Secondary schools/ Private primary school

Purposive sampling and stratified random sampling
	· Girls drop out at a higher rate than boys due to factors such as cost, lack of interest, distance to school, and social reasons.
· A significant correlation was shown between higher scores and transition, particularly for girls.

	Werunga et al. (2011) 
	To investigate the factors affecting transition rates from primary to secondary schools in Taita Taveta district, Kenya
	Parents, head teachers / Kenya / Quantitative
	144
	Descriptive and inferential statistics
	–
	88 parents of class eight pupils who failed to join form one,  56 primary school head teachers from the district/

Stratified Sampling,
Simple Random Sampling,
Purposive Sampling, Snowball Sampling

	· Despite higher enrollment of girls in class eight (57.3%) compared to boys (42.7%), fewer girls transitioned to secondary school. ​
· Gender stereotyping and socio-cultural beliefs contributed to lower transition rates for girls. ​
· Parents with higher education levels (university and college) were more likely to value and support secondary education for their children compared to those with lower education levels (primary and secondary). ​
· Children who failed to join form one were often engaged in various socio-economic activities such as herding cows, domestic chores, assisting in farms, hawking goods, working in sisal plantations, and being hired as house help. ​

	Ngware et al. (2012)
	To improve the understanding of classroom-based gender differences that may lead to differential opportunities to learn provided to girls and boys in low and high-performing primary schools in Kenya. 
	Students (grade 6), head teachers, subject teachers / Kenya  / Mixed-methods 
	1890 
	Regression analysis 
	Opportunity to Learn (OTL) framework 
	primary schools across six districts in Kenya / 

Stratified Sampling
Random Sampling


	· Girls performed better on tasks requiring procedures, both routine and complex.
· Girls in bottom-performing schools received more discouraging feedback for incorrect answers compared to boys.
· Being taught by a male teacher helped girls improve in number concepts and high-level cognitive tasks in top-performing schools. ​

	Mackenzie et al. (2012) 
	To explore the stress perceptions of students surrounding the transition from primary to secondary school. ​ 
	Female students/ Australia / Mixed-method 
	75 (28 in Year 6 and 47 in Year 7) 
	Descriptive statistics, 
Independent samples t-tests 

	Cognitive-transactional theory of stress 
	independent girls' school in Sydney/ 

Convenience Sampling
Random Sampling

	· Both pre-transition (Year 6) and post-transition (Year 7) students had positive overall perceptions of the move to secondary school. ​
· Year 6 students had significantly higher academic challenge scores and lower academic and social threat scores compared to Year 7 students. ​
· Year 7 students reported higher academic scores, likely influenced by the timing of the study, which was close to their Yearly Examinations. 
· Having an older sibling at the secondary school significantly decreased social threat scores for pre-transition students. 

	Warrington & Kiragu (2012)
	To explore aspects of girls' retention in Kajiado schools, Kenya, within the conceptual framework of Sen's capability approach.
	Girls (Standard 5)/ Kenya/ Qualitative
	24
	Deductive and Inductive analysis
	Sen’s Capability Approach
	Primary Schools/

Purposive Sampling Technique
	· High indirect costs (e.g., uniforms, books, and supplies) make it challenging for some families to finance education for all their children. This often makes girls less important than boys.
· Prevalence of cultural practices like FGM and early marriage led to a belief that education for girls was futile.
· Girls suffered harassment, abuse, and burdensome domestic work, limiting their educational chances.
· Teachers, a powerful network of parents, family members, community leaders, and outsiders supported and encouraged the girls. 
· Girls aspire to improve their lives and those of their families and communities through education.

	Temba et al. (2013)
	To assess efforts to address cultural constraints that hinder girls’ access to education among the Maasai in Tanzania, using Monduli District as the case study. ​
	District Education Officer (DEO), Head teachers, Primary school teachers, Ward education coordinators, Maasai elders, Pupils from five primary schools/ Tanzania/
Qualitative approach
	70
	Content analysis
	Human capital theory
	Five primary schools (Makuyuni, Monduli Juu, and Mto wa Mbu)/ 
Purposive and Random sampling techniques
	· Some Maasai girls now value education and are avoiding early marriages.

	Waters et al. (2014) 
	To investigate the concerns and expectations of young people in primary school regarding their impending transition to secondary school.
	Students / Australia / Quantitative 
	967 
	Chi-square analyses, 
Kruskall–Wallis tests, 
Multi-level regression 

	Person-Environment Fit theory
	Students aged 12-13 years (20 Perth metropolitan Catholic secondary schools in Western Australia / 

Stratified Random Sampling

	· While 45% of Grade 7 students expected an easy or somewhat easy transition to secondary school, 69% of Grade 8 students reported that the transition was actually easy or somewhat easy. ​
· Boys reported a more positive transition experience than girls. ​
· Students were most concerned about the amount of homework, finding their way around or getting lost, hard classes, and hard or unfriendly teachers. ​ Girls reported more concerns than boys. ​

	Vaz et al. (2015) 
	To describe the most significant personal and contextual contributors to school belongingness among 12-year-old primary school students enrolled in the final year of study at mainstream primary schools. ​ 
	Students /Australia / Quantitative
	395
	Descriptive Statistics,
Hierarchical Linear Modeling,
Pearson Correlation Coefficients,
Multiple Linear Regression

	Social Capital Theory
	Primary school students in their final year of study.

	Girls and students with disabilities reported higher belonging scores than boys and their typically developing counterparts. ​


	Zuilkowski et al. (2016)
	To examine the role of academic achievement in primary school dropout in rural Kenya.
	Quantitative data - Upper Primary-Grade Students /
Qualitative data- school children, dropouts, and parents/ Kenya
	2666- UPGS/

10 enrolled students/11 dropouts/ 20 parents

	Logistic regression analysis
	–
	Schools part of the Health and Literacy Intervention project/
Census sampling, Stratified random sampling of students, Replacement sampling
	· Poor academic performance and feelings of inadequacy led many kids to drop out. 
· Socioeconomic status, age, and gender influenced dropout.   Dropout rates were greater for older, female, and poorer students. 
· Poor academic performance exposed youngsters to chronic absenteeism, paid jobs, and early sexual encounters, which led to dropout.

	D’Haese et al. (2016)
	To investigate how individual and social environmental factors related to physical activity (PA) change when children transition from primary school (ages 11-12) to secondary school (ages 13-14).
	Students (6th grade)/ Belgium / Longitudinal observational study
	321 aged 11-12 years at baseline and 13-14 years at follow-up
	Multilevel Regression Models
Residualized Change Scores

	Ecological models of health behavior
	Primary schools in East and West Flanders, Belgium. ​


Randomly sampling
	· Physical Activity (PA) levels generally decreased when children transitioned from primary to secondary school. ​
· Most individual and social factors became less positive toward physical activity after the transition to secondary school.
· Girls experienced more adverse changes in individual and social factors toward PA compared to boys. ​
· Parental support increased for girls but did not change for boys. 

	Abuya et al. (2017)
	To examine the challenges of girls' education in a poor urban context in Nairobi.
	Girls, parents, and community gatekeepers / Kenya / Mixed-methods
	1270 girls

71 girls
	Thematic Analysis
	Risk and resilience framework 
	Two urban informal settlements in Nairobi, Kenya​/

Randomly sampling
	· Parents' extended absences due to economic activities impaired their ability to monitor their daughters' school attendance and academic progress. ​
· Parents, particularly mothers in single-parent households, were often not good role models, exposing girls to early sexual activity and risky behaviors. ​
· Negative peer influence led to school absenteeism, early sexual activity, and involvement in criminal activities. ​
· Biological changes during puberty led to changes in girls' attitudes, making them more susceptible to peer pressure and early pregnancy. ​
· Stronger community support and partnership were seen as essential for better monitoring and supporting girls' education. ​
· Regular meetings among parents to discuss challenges and brainstorm solutions were suggested to improve girls' educational outcomes. ​

	Kingdon et al. (2017) 
	To understand (a) whether boys’ and girls’ long-term academic trajectories are differentially affected by the transition to secondary education.
	Students/ Canada / Quantitative 
	126
	Multiple-group latent growth curve modeling
	Life-course theory 
	Low-income sample of boys and girls from the Concordia Longitudinal Risk Project (specifically French-speaking Canadian children from disadvantaged background, early elementary (Grade 1) through the end of secondary school (Grade 11)
	· A significant gender gap in academic performance emerged after the transition from elementary to secondary school, with girls outperforming boys. 
· Gender differences in academic performance were observed in both math and reading, with girls outperforming boys in both subjects during secondary school. ​


	Joyce‐Gibbons et al.(2018) 
	To explore the challenges faced by Tanzanian students during the transition from primary to secondary school.
	Secondary school students (forms 1 and 3), primary school students (standard 7), and teachers from both primary and secondary schools/ Tanzania / Mixed-methods

	Secondary school – 383

Number that took part in focus group not clearly presented
	Descriptive statistics and principal component analysis,
thematic analysis

	–
	Rural settings (Tanga Province, Tanzania)/

Convenience Sampling,
Purposive Sampling

	· Most students began secondary school with high expectations and a positive outlook. ​
· Students faced significant challenges, including bullying, punishment, and the transition from Kiswahili to English as the medium of instruction.
· Corporal punishment was a common concern among students. ​
· Teachers recognized that punishment was not an effective solution and contributed to students losing hope and motivation. ​
· Truancy and dropout rates were high, attributed to economic hardship, pregnancy, and lack of motivation. ​ 
· Teachers noted that students often stayed away from school to help with economic activities or due to lack of support from parents. ​

	Virtanen et al. (2019)
	To examine the patterns and dynamics of changes in Finnish students' self-reported psychological well-being during the transition from primary school to lower secondary school.
	Students–primary school (Grade 6) to Lower secondary school (Grade 7)/

Finland/ longitudinal person-centered approach
	1666 students in Grade 6 /

1744 students in Grade 7
	Latent Profile Analysis,
I-states-as-objects-analysis (ISOA),
Binary Logistic Regression Analyses

	Person–environment fit perspective
	Public schools
	· Students from better socioeconomic status households were less likely to go from the High well-being profile to a less optimal profile, suggesting that family background protects pupils during the transition.

	Onetti et al. (2019
	To analyze fluctuations in the dimensions of self-concept (academic, social, emotional, family, and physical) as a function of gender, educational level, grade, age, physical activity, and weight among Spanish adolescents. ​ 
	Adolescents aged 10 to 14 years (5th to 8th grades) / Spanish / Quantitative

	712
	Descriptive analyses, comparative analyses (T-test and ANOVA), correlational analysis (Pearson test), and multiple linear regression analysis 
	Theoretical model of self-concept 
	Spanish city (participants from 10 different schools–middle-class neighborhood / 

Random sampling techniques 
	Family support is crucial during the school transition, as it significantly impacts the family dimension of self-concept. 


	Jindal‐Snape & Cantali (2019)
	To understand the dynamic transition experience of pupils moving from primary to secondary school.
	Pupils, Parents,
Primary School Professionals,
Secondary School Professionals
/Mixed-methods / Scotland
	78 pupils (Stage 1), 61 (Stage 2), 64 (Stage 3),  41(Stage 4)/
Parents:
6 (Stage 1) and 21 (Stage 2)/
Primary School Professionals: 3 teachers and 3 headteachers participated (Stage 2)/
Secondary School Professionals: 3 pupil support workers, 2 guidance staff, 1 deputy/assistant headteacher, and 1 education resource worker, participated at Stage 2

At Stage 3–3 secondary school professionals, including 2 guidance staff and 1 pupil support worker, participated.
	Descriptive statistics and cross-tabulation/ Thematic

	Multiple and Multi-dimensional Transitions (MMT) Theory, Educational and Life Transitions (E<) Theory

	Voluntary participation approach 
	· Some students had early concerns that were remedied, while others had later transition issues. 
· School transitions were mostly supported by parents/grandparents, then classmates and siblings/cousins. School staff were less often mentioned as supporters. 
· Many students found primary school preparation helpful, especially for adjusting to the new environment and people. 

	Kiuru et al. (2020)
	To investigate the transactional associations between adolescents' interpersonal relationships, school well-being, and academic achievement during the critical transition from primary to lower secondary school. ​
	Students/ Finland / Quantitative
	848
	Confirmatory factor analysis
	Transactional model of development
	Finnish adolescents from primary school (grade 6) to lower secondary school (grade 7) /

–
	· High school well-being is enhanced by relationships with parents, friends, and teachers, and reduced conflict. 
· High-quality relationships improved school well-being and academic performance. 
· High perceived parental connection predicted higher school well-being during the transition. 

	Pesambili (2020)
	To explore the responses to and perspectives on formal education among the Maasai pastoralists in Monduli, Tanzania
	Maasai chiefs, elders, parents, students, and out-of-school morans and girls / Tanzania/ Qualitative
	Chiefs- 2/ Elders -18/
Parents -30/
Students- 20 (10 boys- 10 girls)/
Out-of-school Morans and girls-20
	Thematic Analysis
	Postcolonial theory
	Day and Boarding schools/
Criterion Purposive Sampling/
Purposeful Random and
Snowball Sampling
	· Some Maasai see formal education as a danger to their culture, knowledge, and pastoral lifestyle. 
· Educationalists are considered culturally detached and disrespectful to tradition. 
· Some Maasai support formal education since it can lead to jobs and non-pastoral income. 

	Raymond (2021)
	To explore the participation of girls in primary education among the pastoralist community of Tanzania.
	Traditional leaders, parents, elders, school children, out-of-school children, and educational officers / Tanzania / Qualitative
	30
	Thematic Analysis

	Capability Approach
	Maasai pastoralist community in Monduli District, Tanzania / 

Purposive Sampling, 
Opportunistic Sampling

	· Some community members, particularly fathers, were reluctant to educate girls, viewing it as a loss of investment since girls are expected to marry and leave their families. ​
· Mothers had little power to influence decisions about their daughters' education due to the patriarchal structure of the community. ​
· Girls faced numerous obstacles, including long walking distances to school, poor home and school learning environments, household responsibilities, lack of support, and psychological trauma from continuous discrimination and threats from fathers. ​
· Girls valued formal education highly, seeing it as a means to achieve better career opportunities, contribute to family income, and escape traditional customs and practices. ​
· The home environment was not conducive to learning due to a lack of electricity and parents' inability to support their children's education. ​
· The school environment was also challenging, with only one primary school in the village, and parents still needing to cover some school costs despite the abolition of school fees. ​

	Eskelä-Haapanen et al. (2021)
	To gain an understanding of students' expectations and concerns prior to the transition from primary to lower secondary school. ​ 
	Students, parents, and teachers / Finland / Mixed-method 
	1,037
	Content analysis, 
Univariate analyses of variance (ANOVA

	Expectancy-Value Theory
	Primary school students in Finland (transition to lower secondary school–Grade 6 (ages 12-13). ​
	· Students had positive expectations about the transition to lower secondary school, which included comfort, friendships, learning, the school environment, increased freedom, and teacher-student relations. ​
· Friendships were the most prominent positive expectation, with many students looking forward to making new friends and maintaining old ones. ​
· Girls who had concerns about peer relations were also more likely to exhibit cynicism towards school. ​
· Girls generally reported lower self-esteem and higher levels of exhaustion compared to boys. ​

	Bagnall et al. (2022) 
	To explore the perceptions and experiences of children, parents/guardians, and teachers regarding the primary-secondary school transition during the COVID-19 pandemic. ​
	Children's parents, primary school teachers, secondary school teachers / UK / Mixed-methods approach
	101 Year 7 children,
88 - Year 7 parents,
26 primary school teachers, 40 secondary school teachers
	Thematic Framework Analysis/ Descriptive statistics
	Jindal-Snape and Rienties' Multiple and Multi-dimensional Transitions (MMT) theory
	Primary and secondary schools across the United Kingdom /

Self-selection sampling techniques
	· Children, parents, and teachers claimed that COVID-19 negatively impacted the primary-to-secondary transition. 
· Social distancing made the classroom environment different, making the transition difficult. 
· Without visiting secondary schools or saying farewell to primary school friends and instructors, learning, relational, emotional, and practical experiences were missed. 
· Children seemed less prepared, confident, and mature than before. 

	Van Rens & Groot (2023)
	To investigate how mentors at secondary schools acquire and use information about their pupils to improve the transition from primary to secondary school.
	Mentors from secondary schools/ Netherlands/ Qualitative
	17
	–
	Grounded Theory approach
	Secondary School/ Purposive sampling
	· Mentors are essential for students transitioning from elementary to secondary school. Children adjust to the new environment with social-emotional and academic support. 
· Children feel stress, anxiety, and decreased motivation during transition. 
· Primary school teachers, parents, and students must work together to transition. 
· Better preparation and assistance for children before the transition are needed. 

	Kwarikunda et al. (2023)
	To explore the role of students' expectations, educational attitudes, and resilience during the transition from primary to secondary school. ​
	8th-grade students/ Uganda/ Mixed-methods
	Study 1:
744 (373 females, 371 males)

Study 2:
39 students from three secondary schools- (20 males; 19 females)
	Qualitative:
Thematic analysis

	Resilience theory
	Secondary schools in Uganda/

Random Sampling,
Cluster Sampling

	· Girls reported receiving more physical care for better adjustment than boys. ​
· Day and male students received greater psychological support during transition.  ​
· Transitioning students had unrealistic expectations and mixed feelings during adjustment.
· Some students experienced bullying, body shaming, and feelings of insignificance in the larger school population. ​

	Van der Kleij et al. (2023) 
	To investigate the development of vocabulary and reading in children from higher and lower socioeconomic status (SES) backgrounds during the transition from primary (elementary) to secondary (high) school.
	Students/ UK/  Quantitative
	296 children (58% girls)
	Piecewise linear mixed-effects models 
	–
	Children (lower and higher socioeconomic backgrounds)/ 
suburban areas of Birmingham, UK– attending both primary and secondary schools. 
	· Growth patterns during the school transition were similar to those observed over a normal summer holiday.


	Iddy (2023) 
	To examine the parental perceptions of girls' secondary education in rural Tanzania and determine the effects of those perceptions on the girls' secondary schooling. ​ 
	In-school girls and boys, out-of-school girls, parents, the head-teacher, teachers, village heads, religious leaders, and the District Education Officer/ Tanzania/ Qualitative ethnographic 
	28
	Thematic analysis 
	African Feminisms,
Human Capital Theory, Liminality Theory

	Rural village (Tabora- Tanzania)/ 

Purposive sampling 
	· Parents believed that education would enable their daughters to secure well-paying jobs, live independent lives, and help their families and society. ​
· Parents also felt that education would make girls more likely to get married, as educated women are perceived to be more desirable partners. 
· Some parents did not provide the necessary support for their daughters' education (study time and assigning extra domestic chores).
· When resources were limited, some parents preferred to send boys to school over girls, citing boys' future roles as family providers. ​
· Uneducated and poor fathers were more likely to hold negative views about girls' education, whereas uneducated poor mothers generally had positive perceptions.

	De Moor et al. (2023) 
	To investigate identity development across the transition from primary to secondary school.
	Adolescent (last year of primary school and the first year of secondary school) / Quantitative / Netherlands
	241
	Latent Profile Analyses (LPAs)

	Identity theory
	Dutch educational system/

–


	· There is an increase in commitment processes before the transition to secondary school.
· Identity development during the transition from primary to secondary school is relatively normative and uniform. ​
· Greater parental support was associated with more adaptive identity change. ​

	Jindal‐Snape et al. (2023) 
	To understand children's positive and negative primary-secondary transition experiences. ​


	Children, parents / Scotland / Quantitative 
	2559
	Bivariate Analysis
	Jindal-Snape's Multiple and Multidimensional Transitions (MMT) theory
	Secondary analysis of data from the Growing Up in Scotland (GUS) study, (Primary 6 and Secondary 1)/ 

_

	· Girls were more likely to have a positive transition compared to boys. ​
· Protestant and other non-Catholic Christian children were more likely to have a positive transition compared to non-religious children. 
· Children from single-parent households were more likely to have a negative transition compared to those from couple family households. ​
· Children from higher-income households and those with parents having higher educational qualifications were more likely to have a positive transition. ​

	Lorijn et al. (2024)
	To examine the persistence or change in peer experiences, specifically attachment, loneliness, and victimization, during the transition from primary to secondary school.
	Students/ Netherlands/
Longitudinal study
	649 students
	–
	Stage-Environment Fit Theory, Attachment Theory, Life-Course Theory

	Students from their last year of primary school to their first year in secondary school

Stratified Sampling
	· Students felt less lonely after the transition. 
· Victimization did not alter significantly between primary and secondary school. 
· Students had more unfavorable peer experiences in primary school (e.g., loneliness or victimization) improved more in secondary school. 
· Girls did better academically than boys.

	Aristizábal & Barbato (2024) 
	To analyze the dynamics of the construction of agency and identity in a boy and a girl during the transitional period from primary to secondary school.
	Girl child/ Colombia/
/ Longitudinal qualitative
	2
	Thematic and Microgenetic Analysis
	Grounded Theory,
Agency and Reflexivity

	A private school (Colombia)

-

	· Children's mental and affective states transform from melancholy to happiness, which is related to their sense of belonging and fitting in with their friends and family. 
· School and life outside school shaped the children's reflexivity and decision-making. 



