	Charles Horton Cooley’s Looking Glass Self Theory
	Self-concept or the collection of ideas and beliefs that a person holds about herself is developed as a reflection of approvals and disapprovals that the person receives from other members of society across her lifespan. According to Cooley (1902), a person’s self-concept shapes in response to the judgment of others. People change their behavior to match approvals or disapprovals of others (Cooley, 1902). If our thoughts and ideas about ourselves are shaped in response to other people’s approvals and disapprovals (Cooley, 1902), do women’s expectations of workplace gender equality and their aspirations to rise to leadership positions inevitably mirror judgment of others (the premise of this study)?

	Research Questions
	RQ1: How do college-educated women describe the socialization experiences that shaped their self-concept and perceptions of women’s roles in the workplace?

	Topic
	Main Interview questions
	Possible Probing Questions

	Topic 1: Primary family, parents, siblings, extended family:

	
Please describe how family socialization influences a woman’s beliefs, ideas, and feelings about who they are as a woman and their views and expectations of gender equality. Please relate this to your own unique experiences. 

	Can you talk a little more about the differences between how boys and girls are socialized by their parents?
In your opinion, how do the differences in socialization between boys and girls prepare them for leadership positions later in life?
Is there anything you would like to add to your responses?

	Topic 2: Education
	
Please talk about a woman’s academic experiences and how education influences a woman’s beliefs, ideas, and feelings about who she is as a woman and her views about women’s role in the workplace. Please also talk about your own unique experiences in this regard.

	Topic 2 possible probing and follow-up questions
Let’s talk a little more about how teachers treat boys and girls in different ways at different academic levels.
Can you talk a little about how this difference in treatment by teachers prepares boys and girls for leadership positions later in life?
I have always been curious why a lot of women choose to go to school to become teachers, social workers, nurses, or mental health professionals? I really would like to know your opinion. 
What more can you share about how our education system prepares women for professional life?

	Topic 3: Peers and friends

	
Please describe your opinion about the influence of peers and friends in shaping women’s beliefs, ideas, and feelings about who they are and what role they should have in the workplace. Please tell us about the experiences that you have had in this regard.

	Talk a little more about the role of your friends and peers in shaping who you are today. 
Can you talk about how the games that boys and girls play as children prepare them for leadership positions later in their life? 
I would like to hear your opinion about something that I have heard from some girls. There are some girls that sometimes wish they were a boy. Why do think that is?
Is there anything else you would like to add about the influence that your peers and friends have had in shaping who you are as a woman today?

	Topic 4: Faith and faith-based beliefs; religion

	
Please describe how faith and religion influence a woman’s beliefs, ideas, and feelings about who she is as a woman and her views about the role of women in the workplace. Please relate the topic to you own experiences with faith and its influences on your self-concept or who you are as a woman.

	Talk a little more about the importance of faith to your family and in shaping your views about yourself as a woman.
I really would like to hear a little more about your opinion regarding how faith (religion) expects women to behave in the society?
What else can you tell me about the importance of faith and religion in shaping who you are as a woman today?

	Topic 5: Values, qualities, and moral beliefs

	
Please describe where a woman’s values and moral beliefs come from and how the society expects women to behave at home and in the workplace compared to men. Relate this topic to your own unique experiences, please.

	Thank you for your response. I would like to ask you some follow-up question. 
Are men and women held to the same values? What are some values that are expected from women? And what are some values that are expected from men? 
Can you name some values and qualities that are needed for leadership? 
Please discuss whether socialization influences foster these values and qualities equally in boys and girls?
To follow up, can you name several qualities and values that you hold high and live by? 
Before we move to the next topic, would you like to add anything to what you have shared

	Topic 6: Media – television, internet, movies, video games, social networks, printed media

	
Please describe how the media, including social networks, television, movies, video games, and printed media influence women’s beliefs, ideas, and feelings about who they are and their views about the role of women in the workplace. Please also talk about your unique experiences with the media.

	Can you talk a little about how women are portrayed in the media.? 
Please talk a little more about the influences that the media have had on you as a woman and your views about gender equality.
Would you like to add anything else about the influence of the media in shaping women’s views of themselves and their role as members of the society?

	Topic 7: Extended family, marriage, partnership, parenting, children, and childcare

	
Please talk about your opinions on how a spouse or a male partner influences a woman’s beliefs, ideas, and feelings about who she is as a woman and her views about her role in the workplace and at home. If you have any unique experiences to share in this regard, please feel free to do so.

	I would like to hear you talk a little more about what you think about the roles, duties, and responsibilities of a mother in raising children.
By the same token, I would like to hear your ideas about the roles, duties, and responsibilities of a father in raising children.
How do the differences in the roles played by men and women in the family affect their ability to rise to leadership positions in workplaces?
Before going to the next question, would you like to elaborate on what you have told me about the role of a woman as a mother, a wife, and a homemaker?

	Topic 8: Work and occupational opportunities

	
Please describe how a woman’s upbringing, including her primary family, school, and friends, influence her beliefs, ideas, and feelings about the kind of occupations that are most suitable for women as compared to men.
	Name some jobs that are suitable for women and explain why you think they are suitable for women.
Name some jobs that are suitable for men and explain why you think they are suitable for men.
Are women naturally better for some jobs than men? And why?
Would you like to add to what you have told me about occupations that are suitable for women?

	Topic 9: Work/life balance

	
Considering a woman’s upbringing and the influences that shape her ideas, beliefs, and feelings about who she is as a woman, please describe what the most important social role of a woman is and why.

	In your opinion, how does our society expect working women to reconcile their work and their family obligations?
Discuss whether domestic chores interfere with the ability of women to rise to leadership positions in workplaces.
In an ideal situation, what should be more important to a woman: her work or her family and children? Please explain.
Please feel free to talk more about work/life balance before we move on to the next question.

	Topic 10: Roles and expectations of the society

	
Considering a woman’s upbringing and the influences that have shaped her ideas, beliefs, and feelings about who she is as a woman, please describe how our society expects women to behave in their personal and professional life.
	Can you talk a little more about what the American society thinks the most important role of a woman is? Please explain.
Imagine an ideal situation where the husband makes enough money to support the family comfortably. Should the wife continue working? Why or why not? 
Please talk a little more about what our society expects from an ideal wife or female partner?
If there are aspects of the roles and expectations of the society from women that my questions have not covered, please feel free to talk about them.



