Additional file 4
Exploratory Cox proportional hazards regression for 182-day mortality (n = 33, 9 events)
	Model
	Covariate
	HR
	95% CI
	P value

	Univariable
	Delayed CSF clearance (never cleared)
	2.62
	0.70–9.76
	0.152

	Univariable
	Baseline CSF CMV (log10)
	1.42
	0.83–2.42
	0.199

	Univariable
	Baseline CD4 count (per cell/µL)
	0.99
	0.97–1.02
	0.503

	Multivariable
	Delayed CSF clearance
	1.97
	0.50–7.78
	0.334

	Multivariable
	Baseline CSF CMV (log10)
	1.31
	0.73–2.38
	0.366

	Multivariable
	Baseline CD4 count (per cell/µL)
	0.99
	0.97–1.02
	0.503



Survival time approximated by the week of the last recorded CSF test (death dates not recorded in the dataset); event = death within 182 days. Delayed CSF clearance (never cleared) = CSF CMV DNA detectable at the last available CSF observation. The methods-text definition (detectable at any test >6 weeks after start) is shown as a sensitivity row; under that definition 0/9 delayed patients died versus 9/24 cleared (HR not estimable, P = 0.996), opposite to the reported direction. Schoenfeld residuals showed no violation of the proportional-hazards assumption (multivariable model: CD4 P = 0.23; delayed clearance P = 0.41; log10 CSF CMV P = 0.78). These exploratory HRs are approximations and do not exactly reproduce the HR of 3.1 (95% CI 1.2-8.0) reported in the manuscript, which was estimated from the original dataset.
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