Additional file 3
CSF chloride at baseline: associations and serial monitoring
	Measure
	n
	Value
	P value

	Baseline CSF chloride, median (IQR), mmol/L
	33
	120 (115-126)
	

	Baseline CSF chloride <120 mmol/L, n (%)
	33
	15 (45.5%)
	

	Chloride vs log10 CSF CMV, Spearman r
	33
	-0.18
	0.331

	Chloride vs CSF LDH, Spearman r
	33
	-0.34
	0.057

	Chloride vs CSF WBC, Spearman r
	33
	-0.42
	0.016

	Mortality, chloride <120 vs ≥120 mmol/L, n (%)
	33
	5/15 (33.3%) vs 4/18 (22.2%)
	0.697

	log10 CSF CMV, chloride <120 vs ≥120, median
	33
	4.34 vs 4.23
	0.731

	CSF LDH (U/L), chloride <120 vs ≥120, median
	33
	34 vs 28
	0.302

	CSF WBC (/μL), chloride <120 vs ≥120, median
	33
	12 vs 3
	0.052

	Serial CSF chloride, all measurements, median (IQR), mmol/L
	158
	122 (118-125)
	

	Serial CSF chloride <120 mmol/L, n (%)
	158
	50 (31.6%)
	


 
Low baseline CSF chloride (<120 mmol/L) was not associated with 182-day mortality (Fisher exact P = 0.70) or with higher baseline CSF CMV load (Mann-Whitney P = 0.73) but correlated inversely with CSF WBC (Spearman r = -0.42, P = 0.016). Median values for non-survivor vs survivor comparisons: CSF WBC 44 vs 3.5 (/μL, P = 0.005), CSF LDH 130 vs 25.5 (U/L, P = 0.014), log10 CSF CMV 4.90 vs 3.88 (P = 0.079), CD4 8 vs 20 (P = 0.224).

