


Appendix: Survey Questionnaire 
Note: SA = Single Answer, MA = Multiple Answer, FA = Free Answer.
[Section 1: Screening and Demographics]
Q1 [SA] Have you given birth in Japan since 2020?
1. Yes
2. No
Q2 [SA] Have you had a singleton, full-term birth (at 37 weeks 0 days or later) since 2020?
1. Yes
2. No
Q3 [MA] Please select all surgical procedures or interventions you received during your singleton, full-term birth since 2020.
1. Use of an intravenous drip to strengthen labor pains (labor augmentation/oxytocin)
2. Vacuum extraction
3. Emergency cesarean section
4. None of the above three procedures
Q4 [MA] Regarding your singleton, full-term birth(s) since 2020 involving labor augmentation, vacuum extraction, or an emergency cesarean section, please select all procedures/interventions received during your most recent birth.
1. Use of an intravenous drip to strengthen labor pains (labor augmentation/oxytocin, etc.)
2. Vacuum extraction
3. Emergency cesarean section
Q5 [SA] The following questions pertain to your most recent singleton, full-term birth since 2020 involving labor augmentation, vacuum extraction, or an emergency cesarean section. What was the birth order of that child?
1. 1st child
2. 2nd child
3. 3rd child
4. 4th child or later
Q6 [SA] Please indicate your age at the time of delivery.
1. 19 years old or younger
2. 20–24 years old
3. 25–29 years old
4. 30–34 years old
5. 35–39 years old
6. 40–44 years old
7. 45 years old or older
Q7 [SA] In which prefecture did you give birth? [Options: 1. Hokkaido to 47. Okinawa]
Q8 [SA] Please select the type of medical facility where you gave birth.
1. Clinic
2. Hospital
[Section 2: Labor Augmentation (Oxytocin Drip, etc.)]
This section was answered only by participants who selected option 1 in Q4.
Q9 [SA] Timing and Mode of Explanation: Antenatal visits (Outpatient) 
Did you receive an explanation regarding labor augmentation during your antenatal visits?
1. Received verbal explanation only
2. Handed a document, but the content was not explained
3. Handed a document and received an explanation of its content
4. No explanation was provided
Q10 [SA] Timing and Mode of Explanation: After admission, prior to the onset of labor 
Did you receive an explanation regarding labor augmentation after admission but prior to the onset of labor? [Options: Same as Q9]
Q11 [SA] Timing and Mode of Explanation: During labor, when the intervention became necessary 
Did you receive an explanation regarding labor augmentation during labor, when it became necessary? [Options: Same as Q9]
Q12 [SA] Timing and Mode of Explanation: Postpartum 
Did you receive an explanation regarding labor augmentation postpartum? [Options: Same as Q9]
Q13 [MA] When do you think is the best time to receive an explanation regarding labor augmentation? (Select all that apply)
1. Antenatal visits (During prenatal checkups)
2. After admission, prior to the onset of labor
3. During labor, when the intervention becomes necessary
Q14 [SA] Was the explanation regarding labor augmentation sufficient?
1. Sufficient
2. Somewhat sufficient
3. Neither
4. Somewhat insufficient
5. Insufficient
6. No explanation
Q15 [MA] Who provided the explanation regarding labor augmentation? (Select all that apply)
1. Physician
2. Midwife/nurse
3. Other
Q16 [SA] Was the content of the explanation regarding labor augmentation easy to understand?
1. Fully understood
2. Mostly understood
3. Partially understood
4. Hardly understood
5. Did not understand at all
Q17 [SA] Did the physicians, midwives, or nurses address your questions or concerns regarding labor augmentation?
1. Addressed them fully
2. Addressed them adequately
3. Addressed them, but inadequately
4. Did not address them
5. Did not ask any questions
Q18 [SA] Are you satisfied with the fact that labor augmentation was performed?
1. Very satisfied
2. Satisfied
3. Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied
4. Dissatisfied
5. Very dissatisfied
[Section 3: Vacuum Extraction]
This section was answered only by participants who selected option 2 in Q4.
Q19 [SA] Timing and Mode of Explanation: Antenatal visits (Outpatient) 
Did you receive an explanation regarding vacuum extraction during your antenatal visits? [Options: Same as Q9]
Q20 [SA] Timing and Mode of Explanation: After admission, prior to the onset of labor 
Did you receive an explanation regarding vacuum extraction after admission but prior to the onset of labor? [Options: Same as Q9]
Q21 [SA] Timing and Mode of Explanation: During labor, when the intervention became necessary Did you receive an explanation regarding vacuum extraction during labor, when it became necessary? [Options: Same as Q9]
Q22 [SA] Timing and Mode of Explanation: Postpartum 
Did you receive an explanation regarding vacuum extraction postpartum? [Options: Same as Q9]
Q23 [MA] When do you think is the best time to receive an explanation regarding vacuum extraction? (Select all that apply) [Options: Same as Q13]
Q24 [SA] Was the explanation regarding vacuum extraction sufficient? [Options: Same as Q14]
Q25 [MA] Who provided the explanation regarding vacuum extraction? (Select all that apply) [Options: Same as Q15]
Q26 [SA] Was the content of the explanation regarding vacuum extraction easy to understand? [Options: Same as Q16]
Q27 [SA] Are you satisfied with the fact that vacuum extraction was performed? [Options: Same as Q19]
[Section 4: Emergency Cesarean Section]
This section was answered only by participants who selected option 3 in Q4.
Q28 [SA] Timing and Mode of Explanation: Antenatal visits (Outpatient) 
Did you receive an explanation regarding an emergency cesarean section during your antenatal visits? [Options: Same as Q9]
Q29 [SA] Timing and Mode of Explanation: After admission, prior to the onset of labor
 Did you receive an explanation regarding an emergency cesarean section after admission but prior to the onset of labor? [Options: Same as Q9]
Q30 [SA] Timing and Mode of Explanation: During labor, when the intervention became necessary 
Did you receive an explanation regarding an emergency cesarean section during labor, when it became necessary? [Options: Same as Q9]
Q31 [SA] Timing and Mode of Explanation: Postpartum 
Did you receive an explanation regarding an emergency cesarean section postpartum? [Options: Same as Q9]
Q32 [MA] When do you think is the best time to receive an explanation regarding an emergency cesarean section? (Select all that apply) [Options: Same as Q13]
Q33 [SA] Was the explanation regarding an emergency cesarean section sufficient? [Options: Same as Q14]
Q34 [MA] Who provided the explanation regarding an emergency cesarean section? (Select all that apply) [Options: Same as Q15]
Q35 [SA] Did you understand the content of the explanation regarding the emergency cesarean section? [Options: Same as Q16]
Q36 [SA] Did the physicians, midwives, or nurses address your questions or concerns regarding the emergency cesarean section? [Options: Same as Q17]
Q37 [SA] Are you satisfied with the fact that the emergency cesarean section was performed? [Options: Same as Q19]
[Section 5: Overall Experience]
Q38 [FA] Throughout the entire labor and delivery process, please describe any concerns or comments you had regarding the care, attitude, or communication of healthcare providers (physicians, midwives, and nurses). [Free text response]



