Appendix A 
Interview form
Part A: Demographic Information
1. What is your gender?
Female                 Male
2. What is your age? ………
3. What is your major? ....................
4. Have you ever experienced learning English in the private institutions?
    No, …………………… Yes, ……………semesters
5. Have you ever taken part in conferences held in English home or abroad?
Part B. Questions
1. What do you think about the English proficiency test Ph.D. students have to pass as a compulsory part of their Ph.D. program?
1. Do you think that there exists a sort of conscious resistance to learning English among non-English major Ph.D. students?
1. What are the reasons for the resistance to learning English among non-English major Ph.D. students?
1. Have you ever consciously resisted learning English yourself? How could you overcome this resistance?
1. In your view, how can Ph.D. students best minimize their resistance to learning English? Or increase their motivation in this respect?
1. What are the solutions to solve the problems contributing to the resistance to learning English among Ph.D. candidates?

Appendix B

Resistance to Learning English (RTLE) Inventory
Dear Respondent
The present questionnaire aims to explore the existence of Iranian non-English major Ph.D. candidates' resistance to learning English with respect to the possible underlying reasons and solutions. Thank you in advance for your collaboration. 
Part A: Demographic Information
1. What is your gender?
Female                 Male
2. What is your age? ………
3. What is your major? ....................
4. Have you ever experienced learning English in the private institutions?
         No, …………………… Yes, ……………semesters
5. Have you ever taken part in conferences held in English home or abroad?
Part B: Questionnaire
Read each statement and then select one choice (1=Strongly Disagree, 2=Disagree, 3=Undecided (Neutral), 4= Agree, and 5=Strongly Agree).
	No.
	Descriptions
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	1
	My English teachers in high school did not make me interested in English.
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	I could learn English as a continuous activity throughout my education.
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	I could not find the English classes informative and interesting.
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	The English course books we used in high school and university were not interesting.
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	I found learning English a very difficult activity.
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	*I attended English classes very eagerly and could learn a lot at university
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	I am interested in using English in my job environment.
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	I am highly fond of learning my content courses in English.
	
	
	
	
	

	9
	I use the original textbooks in English about my major.
	
	
	
	
	

	10
	I read articles written in English in my own major.
	
	
	
	
	

	11
	I take part in seminars and webinars held in English in my major. 
	
	
	
	
	

	12
	I am not satisfied with the quality of English courses provided by my university.
	
	
	
	
	

	13
	I am not satisfied with the way English is taught to the students in the EAP courses.
	
	
	
	
	

	14
	I am not satisfied with the atmosphere of the English classroom provided by the university.
	
	
	
	
	

	15
	I am not satisfied with the way English is taught to the students in the general English courses.
	
	
	
	
	

	16
	*I am not feeling well with the mechanical English provided by the institutions or the university.
	
	
	
	
	

	17
	I will not recommend my friends to learn English as it is useful in my job.
	
	
	
	
	

	18
	I think I can use English to find job opportunities in good companies in future. 
	
	
	
	
	

	19
	I think mastery over English will help me develop a high-quality dissertation.
	
	
	
	
	

	20
	I think my English language ability will help me publish articles in English and become famous.
	
	
	
	
	

	21
	I think in case I know English well I can find a teaching job in a good university overseas.
	
	
	
	
	

	22
	I think learning English is life-long learning activity and provides me with a lot of social values.
	
	
	
	
	

	23
	I need English to read new articles in my major and learn from them.
	
	
	
	
	

	24
	I need English to read the latest textbooks in my major.
	
	
	
	
	

	25
	I need English to translate new findings in my major into Farsi.
	
	
	
	
	

	26
	I need English to communicate with other people working on my major at the international level.
	
	
	
	
	

	27
	*I need English to watch films and clips about scientific issues.
	
	
	
	
	

	28
	I use English to write articles and publish them in accredited journals.
	
	
	
	
	

	29
	I use English to take part in seminars and conferences held overseas.
	
	
	
	
	

	30
	I use English in distance learning classes which are held virtually. 
	
	
	
	
	

	31
	I take part in joint venture research activities and projects with foreign students.
	
	
	
	
	

	32
	I use English to exchange emails with international scientists.
	
	
	
	
	

	33
	*I use English to get connected with foreign companies and universities.
	
	
	
	
	


Key to the Constructs:
	Factors
	Items
	Category

	 Previous Experiences
	1-2-3-4-5 (6. omitted)
	Resistance to Learning Sources

	Personal Factors and Interests
	7-8-9-10-11
	Overcoming Resistance

	 Demotivation
	12-13-14-15-17 (16. omitted)
	Resistance to Learning Sources

	 Investment in Future Jobs
	18-19-20-21-22
	Overcoming Resistance

	 Realising Needs for Learning
	23-24-25-26 (27 omitted)
	Overcoming Resistance

	 Research Mindset
	28-29-30-31-32 (33 omitted)
	Resistance to Learning Sources






2

