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Dear Dr. Forsberg,
On behalf of all co-authors, I am pleased to submit our original research article entitled "Redefining Educational Authority and Learning in the Age of Generative AI: A Constructivist Grounded Theory of Teacher–Student Relationship Reconfiguration in Health Professions Education" for consideration for publication in BMC Medical Education.
All authors have read and approved the final version of the manuscript. This work has not been previously published, nor is it under consideration for publication elsewhere.
Why this manuscript is suitable for BMC Medical Education:
As a leading journal in health professions education, BMC Medical Education has a strong commitment to publishing innovative research that addresses contemporary challenges in teaching and learning. Our study directly aligns with the journal's scope by examining the profound transformation occurring in medical education due to the integration of generative artificial intelligence (AI). Given the journal's recent interest in AI-related educational topics, we believe our manuscript offers timely and significant contributions to this evolving discourse.
Significance and novelty:
The emergence of generative AI technologies has fundamentally challenged the traditional epistemological and ontological foundations of teacher–student relationships in health professions education. While extensive research has explored AI's applications in educational settings, a critical knowledge gap remains regarding how educational authority and learning are practically redefined within actual classroom interactions in medical and health sciences education.
To address this gap, we employed a Constructivist Grounded Theory approach, conducting in-depth interviews with faculty members and students across health professions programs. Our study presents, for the first time, a comprehensive conceptual model of teacher–student relationship reconfiguration in the post-AI era. The findings reveal a paradigm shift in which traditional teacher authority transforms from being "the sole source of knowledge" to "a facilitator of meaning-making and critical thinking," while learning increasingly emphasizes metacognitive skills and active student participation.
Key contributions:
Our research offers several important contributions:
1. A grounded theoretical framework explaining the reconfiguration of educational authority in AI-integrated learning environments
2. Practical insights for curriculum developers and medical educators navigating the integration of generative AI
3. Evidence-based recommendations for preserving meaningful teacher–student interactions while leveraging AI tools
4. A contextualized understanding of how these dynamics manifest specifically in health professions education settings
Ethical considerations and declarations:
We confirm that this research adheres to the highest ethical standards. The study received appropriate institutional ethics approval, and informed consent was obtained from all participants. We declare no conflicts of interest. Furthermore, we affirm that no generative AI tools were used in the writing or creation of the manuscript's content, figures, or data analysis, and all intellectual contributions are solely those of the authors.
Suggested reviewers:
Should you find it helpful, we would be pleased to suggest potential reviewers with expertise in medical education, educational technology, and AI in health professions education.
Conclusion:
We are confident that our findings represent a valuable and original contribution to the literature on medical education in the age of AI. The insights generated from this study have the potential to inform educational policy, curriculum design, and pedagogical practices not only in Iran but also in international health professions education contexts. We would be honored to have this work published in BMC Medical Education and look forward to your favorable consideration.
Thank you for your time and consideration of our manuscript. We remain available to address any questions or provide additional information as needed.
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