[bookmark: _GoBack]Supplementary Table 1. Bleeding events and bleeding scores before and after treatment
	
	Before treatment
	After treatment
	P

	Corticosteroids plus rhTPO
	
	
	

	Bleeding event, n (%)
	54 (87.1)
	5 (8.1)
	< 0.001

	Bleeding score
	
	
	

	0
	8
	57
	-

	1
	20
	3
	-

	2
	29
	1
	-

	3
	5
	0
	-

	5
	0
	0
	-

	8
	0
	1
	-

	Median (range)
	2 (0-3)
	0 (0-8)
	< 0.001

	Corticosteroid monotherapy
	
	
	

	Bleeding event, n (%)
	56 (90.3)
	10 (16.1)
	< 0.001

	Bleeding score
	
	
	

	0
	6
	52
	-

	1
	31
	7
	-

	2
	19
	2
	-

	3
	4
	0
	-

	5
	1
	0
	-

	8
	1
	1
	-

	Median (range)
	1 (0-8)
	0 (0-8)
	< 0.001




Supplementary Table 2. Treatment efficacy of corticosteroid types subgroups after PSM
	
	Dexamethasone
(n = 40)
	Prednisone
(n = 15)
	Methylprednisolone
(n = 7)
	P

	Initial response
	
	
	
	

	R, n (%)
	36 (90.0)
	12 (80.0)
	5 (71.4)
	0.246

	CR, n (%)
	23 (57.5)
	11 (73.3)
	3 (42.9)
	0.394

	Month 6
	
	
	
	

	 SR, n (%)
	17 (42.5)
	7 (46.7)
	3 (42.9)
	1.000

	 Sustained CR, n (%)
	11 (27.5)
	6 (40.0)
	1 (14.3)
	0.442

	Month 12
	
	
	
	

	 SR, n (%)
	16 (40.0)
	6 (40.0)
	2 (28.6)
	0.927

	 Sustained CR, n (%)
	8 (20.0)
	5 (33.3)
	0 (0)
	0.178

	Median peak platelet count, [IQR], × 109/L
	111 [70-172]
	171 [63-232]
	118 [56-160]
	0.441

	Median TTR [IQR], day
	3.5 [2-5.8]
	3 [2-5]
	3 [2.5-6]
	0.983

	Median time to peak platelet count, [IQR], day
	6 [5-9.8]
	8 [6-12.8]
	6 [4-15.5]
	0.528

	Bleeding events, n (%)
	2 (5.0)
	2 (13.3)
	1 (14.3)
	0.268

	Median bleeding score, (range)
	0 (0-1)
	0 (0-8)
	0 (0-1)
	0.460




Supplementary Table 3. Logistic regression analysis of prognosis factors on initial response before PSM
	
	Pre-PSM (n = 175)
	

	
	OR
	95% CI
	P

	Age
	1.080
	0.994-1.173
	0.069

	Sex
	1.520
	0.706-3.273
	0.285

	ECOG score
	0.859
	0.461-1.601
	0.633

	Bleeding score
	0.864
	0.597-1.251
	0.439

	Baseline platelet count
	1.004
	0.967-1.042
	0.840

	Fatigue
	0.832
	0.369-1.879
	0.658

	rhTPO
	2.783
	1.210-6.401
	0.016

	ANA-positive
	1.323
	0.485-3.610
	0.585

	Bone marrow megakaryocyte count
	1.000
	0.997-1.003
	0.962

	Underlying diseases, n(%)
	
	
	

	- Hypertension
	1.828
	0.712-4.693
	0.210

	- Diabetes mellitus
	0.910
	0.312-2.660
	0.863

	- Coronary heart disease
	1.231
	0.326-4.651
	0.759

	- Cerebrovascular disease
	0.570
	0.168-1.938
	0.368

	Addition therapy for ITP, n(%)
	
	
	

	- IVIg
	1.974
	0.577-6.758
	0.279




Supplementary Table 4. The 6-month and 12-month SR between initial CR and initial R groups
	
	Initial CR
(n = 59)
	Initial R
(n = 34)
	P

	Initial 6-month SR (n, %)
	
	
	

	Corticosteroids plus rhTPO group
	21 (56.8)
	6 (37.5)
	0.198

	Corticosteroid monotherapy group
	10 (45.5)
	6 (33.3)
	0.436

	Both of two groups
	31 (52.5)
	12 (35.3)
	0.108

	Initial 12-month SR (n, %)
	
	
	

	Corticosteroids plus rhTPO group
	19 (51.4)
	5 (31.3)
	0.177

	Corticosteroid monotherapy group
	8 (36.4)
	5 (27.8)
	0.564

	Both of two groups
	27 (45.8)
	10 (29.4)
	0.121




Supplementary Table 5. Adverse events of dexamethasone subgroups after PSM
	Adverse events, n
	Dexamethasone plus rhTPO
(n = 40)
	Dexamethasone monotherapy
(n = 35)
	P
	RR

	Total patients with adverse events (%)
	10 (25.0)
	13 (37.1)
	0.255
	0.77

	Weight gain
	1
	3
	0.334
	0.33

	Osteoporosis
	1
	2
	0.596
	0.5

	Fatigue
	2
	3
	0.659
	0.67

	Infection
	3
	3
	1.000
	1

	New-onset hypertension
	1
	3
	0.334
	0.33

	New-onset hyperglycemia
	2
	3
	0.659
	0.67

	Stomach upset
	0
	2
	0.214
	0

	Arthralgia
	0
	1
	0.467
	0

	Dizziness
	1
	0
	1.000
	-

	Thrombotic events
	1
	0
	1.000
	-

	Intracranial hemorrhage
	0
	0
	-
	-

	Insomnia
	0
	0
	-
	-




Supplementary Table 6. Comparison of treatment cycles between high-dose dexamethasone plus rhTPO group and high-dose dexamethasone monotherapy group
	
	Dexamethasone plus rhTPO
(n = 40)
	Dexamethasone monotherapy
(n = 35)
	P

	Dose (n, %)
	
	
	

	Dose reduction
	18 (45.0)
	10 (28.6)
	0.142

	   10mg/d
	17
	6
	-

	   15mg/d
	0
	2
	-

	   20mg/d
	1
	1
	-

	   30mg/d
	0
	1
	-

	High-dose
	
	
	

	1 cycle
	21 (95.5)
	17 (68.0)
	0.025

	2 cycles
	1 (4.5)
	8 (32.0)
	



