Table 3: Laboratory and Microbiological Characteristics of Patients with Psoas Abscess
	
	Total (n=307)
	Primary (n=80)
	Secondary (n=227)
	p value

	Laboratory Parameters
	
	
	
	

	White Blood Cell count (WBC, /mm³) (n=294)†
	10755 (8123 - 15980)
	10140 (8085 - 15805)
	10910 (8140 - 16055)
	0.493a

	C-reactive protein (CRP, mg/L) (n=260)*
	154.3 ± 112.0
	150.2 ± 109.7
	155.9 ± 113.1
	0.712b

	Erythrocyte sedimentation rate (ESR, mm/h) (n=146)*
	83.6 ± 30.9
	90.9 ± 29.8
	80.0 ± 30.9
	0.041b

	Procalcitonin (PCT, ng/mL) (n=132)†
	0.3 (0.1 - 1.4)
	0.4 (0.1 - 2.3)
	0.3 (0.1 - 1.3)
	0.736a

	Neutrophil-to-lymphocyte ratio (NLR) (n=247)†
	6.69 (3.92 - 13.18)
	7.32 (3.98 - 13.62)
	6.49 (3.92 - 12.17)
	0.653a

	Hemoglobin (Hb, g/dL) (n=274)*
	10.5 ± 2.1
	10.5 ± 1.8
	10.5 ± 2.2
	0.882b

	Platelet count (PLT, x10³/mm³) (n=279)*
	333.4 ± 161.9
	333.9 ± 181.7
	333.3 ± 155.0
	0.979b

	Serum creatinine (Cr, mg/dL) (n=302)†
	0.9 (0.7 - 1.3)
	0.9 (0.7 - 1.6)
	0.9 (0.7 - 1.2)
	0.340a

	Microbiological Findings
	
	
	
	

	Concomitant bacteremia (Positive blood culture)
	52 (16.9%)
	18 (22.5%)
	34 (15.0%)
	0.123c

	Positive abscess culture
	187 (60.9%)
	46 (57.5%)
	141 (62.1%)
	0.467c

	Profile of isolated microorganisms
	
	
	
	

	Gram-negative bacilli
	111 (36.2%)
	16 (20.0%)
	95 (41.9%)
	<0.001c

	Gram-positive cocci/bacilli
	82 (26.7%)
	30 (37.5%)
	52 (22.9%)
	0.011c

	Polymicrobial infection
	35 (11.4%)
	4 (5.0%)
	31 (13.7%)
	0.036c

	Specific agents (M. tuberculosis, Brucella spp.)
	10 (3.3%)
	4 (5.0%)
	6 (2.6%)
	0.293d

	Fungal agents (Candida spp.)
	8 (2.6%)
	0 (0.0%)
	8 (3.5%)
	0.117d


* Normally distributed data are expressed as Mean ± Standard Deviation (SD). † Non-normally distributed data are expressed as Median (Interquartile Range, IQR). (n=...) The numbers next to the laboratory variables indicate the valid number of cases included in the analysis after excluding missing data. Statistical analyses used: a Mann Whitney U Test, b Independent Samples T-test, c Pearson Chi-Square Test, d Fisher's Exact Test. Significant P values (P < 0.05) are indicated in bold.
