


Table 1
General characteristics of patients with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease in the qualitative interviews (N = 17) 
	Number
	Gender
	Age
	Education
	Marital Status
	Medical Expense Payment Method
	Diagnosis
	Have Other Chronic Diseases Beforehand
	Previous Acute Episodes

	P1
	Male
	83
	Primary School
	Married
	Resident Medical Insurance
	AECOPD, Pulmonary Emphysema
	Yes (Hypertension, Type II Diabetes)
	2

	P2
	Male
	69
	High School
	Married
	New Rural Cooperative Medical Insurance
	AECOPD, Pneumothorax
	No
	1

	P3
	Female
	75
	Junior High School
	Married
	Employee Medical Insurance
	AECOPD
	Yes (Hypertension)
	1

	P4
	Male
	75
	Primary School
	Married
	Resident Medical Insurance
	AECOPD, Pulmonary Aneurysm
	Yes (Hypertension)
	0

	P5
	Male
	70
	Primary School
	Married
	Resident Medical Insurance
	AECOPD, Pulmonary Aneurysm, Pulmonary Emphysema
	No
	1

	P6
	Male
	83
	Primary School
	Married
	Resident Medical Insurance
	AECOPD
	Yes (Hypertension)
	2

	P7
	Male
	66
	High School
	Married
	Resident Medical Insurance
	AECOPD
	Yes (Hypertension)
	0

	P8
	Male
	62
	High School
	Married
	Resident Medical Insurance
	AECOPD, Pulmonary Emphysema, Pulmonary Aneurysm
	No
	0

	P9
	Male
	81
	High School
	Married
	Employee Medical Insurance
	AECOPD
	Yes (Hypertension)
	3

	P10
	Male
	83
	Primary School
	Married
	Resident Medical Insurance
	AECOPD, Pulmonary Infection
	Yes (Hypertension)
	3

	P11
	Female
	66
	Primary School
	Married
	Employee Medical Insurance
	AECOPD
	No
	2

	P12
	Male
	70
	High School
	Married
	Employee Medical Insurance
	AECOPD
	No
	3

	P13
	Male
	83
	Junior High School
	Married
	Resident Medical Insurance
	AECOPD
	Yes (Hypertension)
	4

	P14
	Male
	73
	Junior High School
	Married
	Resident Medical Insurance
	AECOPD
	No
	3

	P15
	Male
	61
	Junior High School
	Married
	Resident Medical Insurance
	AECOPD, Pulmonary Aneurysm
	Yes (Hypertension)
	3

	P16
	Male
	75
	Junior High School
	Married
	Employee Medical Insurance
	AECOPD
	No
	3

	P17
	Male
	79
	Senior High School
	Married
	Resident Medical Insurance
	AECOPD
	Yes (Coronary Heart Disease)
	4
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