	Table 1: Sociodemographic and clinical variables of Austrian and Spanish palliative cancer patients used as controls (N=102)

	
	Austria (n=24)
	Spain (n=78)

	
	Mean
	Min-Max; SD
	Mean
	Min-Max; SD

	Age
	64.1
	45-78; 10.2
	63.6
	27-90; 13.4

	
	N
	%
	N
	%

	Sex
	
	
	
	

	Male
	12
	50.0
	38
	48.7

	Female
	12
	50.0
	40
	51.3

	Interview site
	
	
	
	

	Hospital inpatient
	9
	37.5
	5
	6.4

	Outpatient
	15
	62.5
	73
	93.6

	Home
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Other
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Unknown
	
	
	
	

	Marital status
	
	
	
	

	Single
	4
	16.7
	12
	15.4

	Married / partnership
	17
	70.8
	51
	65.4

	Separated / divorced / widowed
	3
	12.5
	15
	19.2

	Unknown
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Living situation
	
	
	
	

	Alone
	6
	25.0
	12
	15.4

	With family / loved ones
	18
	75.0
	65
	83.3

	Other
	-
	-
	1
	1.3

	Unknown
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Education
	
	
	
	

	Less than primary school
	3
	12.5
	3
	8.3

	Primary school only
	10
	41.7
	22
	28.2

	High school / vocational training
	8
	33.3
	35
	44.9

	College or university
	3
	12.5
	18
	23.1

	Unknown
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Employment status
	
	
	
	

	Working full-time
	3
	12.5
	10
	12.8

	Working part-time
	1
	4.2
	1
	1.3

	Student / in-training
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Homemaker/parent/carer
	2
	8.3
	1
	1.3

	Unemployed
	1
	4.2
	8
	10.3

	Self-Employed
	-
	-
	1
	1.3

	Retired
	14
	58.3
	55
	70.5

	Other
	3
	12.5
	2
	2.6

	Unknown
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Cancer site
	
	
	
	

	Breast
	3
	12.5
	15
	19.2

	Prostate
	3
	12.5
	5
	6.4

	Colorectal
	-
	
	13
	16.7

	Lung 
	7
	29.2
	11
	14.4

	Head & Neck
	2
	8.3
	6
	7.7

	Gynaecologic
	-
	-
	6
	7.7

	Brain
	3
	12.5
	4
	5.1

	Haematooncologic
	1
	4.2
	-
	-

	Stomach
	2
	8.3
	2
	2.6

	Other
	3
	12.5
	16
	20.5

	Cancer stage1
	
	
	
	

	UICC stage I
	1
	4.3
	-
	-

	UICC stage II
	2
	8.7
	-
	-

	UICC stage III
	12
	52.2
	1
	1.3

	UICC stage IV
	8
	34.8
	74
	98.7

	Unknown
	1
	
	3
	

	Comorbidity
	
	
	
	

	None
	12
	50.0
	64
	92.8

	One-or-more
	12
	50.0
	5
	7.2

	Unknown
	-
	-
	9
	

	ECOG Status2
	
	
	
	

	0 – Asymptomatic
	-
	-
	-
	-

	1 – Symptomatic but completely ambulatory
	-
	-
	-
	-

	2 – Symptomatic, <50% in bed during the day
	-
	-
	-
	-

	3 – Symptomatic, >50% in bed, but not bedbound
	-
	-
	-
	-

	4 – Bedbound
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Unknown
	24
	
	78
	

	1 UICC = Union for International Cancer Control
2 ECOG = Eastern Cooperative Oncology Group Performance Status



