Supporting Table S1. Technical variables and supplementary hukou measures
	Variable
	Definition / measurement
	Mean / proportion
	SD
	N

	Agricultural hukou filled in 2016
	1 = hukou status in 2016 filled using adjacent waves; 0 = otherwise
	0.214
	0.410
	32,999

	Hukou change
	1 = hukou status changed across available waves; 0 = otherwise
	0.048
	0.214
	16,406

	Local hukou
	1 = hukou province equals current province of residence
	0.126
	0.332
	661

	Migrant
	1 = hukou province differs from current province of residence; 0 = otherwise
	0.874
	0.332
	661

	Parental support observed
	1 = parental financial support is observed; 0 = missing
	-
	-
	32,999


Note. These variables are used only for data construction, missing-data adjustment, or supplementary hukou analyses. Estimates based on local-hukou and migrant subsamples are treated as supplementary because of their small effective sample sizes.
Source: CFPS 2014, 2016, 2018, 2020 and 2022; authors' calculations.

Supporting Table S2. Stepwise ordered probit specifications of family-formation stages
	Variable
	S1
Baseline
	S2
+ Individual controls
	S3
+ Household resources
	S4
+ Parental support

	Central
	0.685***
(0.144)
	0.257***
(0.029)
	0.704***
(0.071)
	0.662***
(0.071)

	Western
	0.353**
(0.167)
	0.099***
(0.030)
	0.354***
(0.071)
	0.311***
(0.070)

	Northeastern
	−0.620***
(0.149)
	−0.461***
(0.032)
	−1.295***
(0.092)
	−1.325***
(0.092)

	Housing score (PCA)
	0.049***
(0.013)
	0.044***
(0.006)
	0.029**
(0.012)
	0.032**
(0.012)

	Agricultural hukou (=1)
	0.300***
(0.077)
	0.402***
(0.024)
	0.780***
(0.058)
	0.737***
(0.057)

	Survey year: 2016
	0.421***
(0.033)
	−0.029**
(0.014)
	−0.144***
(0.037)
	−0.150***
(0.037)

	Survey year: 2018
	1.078***
(0.042)
	0.137***
(0.020)
	0.331***
(0.050)
	0.705***
(0.073)

	Survey year: 2020
	1.624***
(0.054)
	0.200***
(0.024)
	0.352***
(0.059)
	0.757***
(0.080)

	Survey year: 2022
	2.178***
(0.060)
	0.116***
(0.025)
	0.220***
(0.063)
	0.646***
(0.082)

	Age
	—
	0.859***
(0.015)
	2.039***
(0.053)
	2.055***
(0.054)

	Age squared / 100
	—
	−1.106***
(0.021)
	−2.499***
(0.069)
	−2.523***
(0.069)

	Male (=1)
	—
	−0.277***
(0.022)
	−0.831***
(0.056)
	−0.806***
(0.056)

	Education: junior high
	—
	−0.116***
(0.037)
	−0.581***
(0.087)
	−0.658***
(0.089)

	Education: senior high
	—
	−0.326***
(0.040)
	−1.136***
(0.097)
	−1.288***
(0.100)

	Education: college or above
	—
	−0.746***
(0.044)
	−1.816***
(0.109)
	−1.917***
(0.110)

	Self-rated health
	—
	0.036***
(0.009)
	0.037**
(0.017)
	0.038**
(0.017)

	Household income (log, standardised)
	—
	—
	0.037*
(0.021)
	0.052**
(0.021)

	Household assets (log, standardised)
	—
	—
	−0.057***
(0.018)
	−0.057***
(0.018)

	Parental financial support (missing = 0)
	—
	—
	—
	−0.169***
(0.024)

	Parental support observed (=1)
	—
	—
	—
	−0.394***
(0.064)

	Observations
	29,885
	27,957
	27,216
	27,216

	Individuals
	13,163
	12,635
	12,457
	12,457

	Log likelihood
	−26,749.89
	−25,628.98
	−19,076.68
	−19,025.89

	ρ
	0.946
	—
	0.894
	0.894

	Estimator
	RE
	Pooled
	RE
	RE


Note. The dependent variable is family formation stage, coded from 0 to 3. Models S1, S3, and S4 are individual random-effects ordered Probit models. Because the corresponding random-effects specification did not converge, S2 reports a pooled ordered Probit with individual-clustered standard errors. Coefficient magnitudes should not be compared directly between the pooled and random-effects specifications because they are estimated on different latent scales. All models include survey-year fixed effects. Standard errors are in parentheses. * p < .10, ** p < .05, *** p < .01.

