Survey Questionnaire
Gender Differences in Attitudes, Perceptions, and Barriers to Agricultural Extension Services Among Paddy Seed Growers in Nepal
Informed Consent and Purpose
This questionnaire was administered as part of an academic research study examining gender differences in attitudes, perceptions, and barriers to agricultural extension services among paddy seed growers in Rautahat district, Nepal. Participation was voluntary, and respondents were assured that all information provided would be used solely for research purposes and treated in strict confidence. This instrument includes no personally identifying information (respondent name or contact details); only aggregate demographic and response data were analysed.
Objectives of the Study
1. Compare men's and women's attitudes toward agricultural extension services.
2. Examine gender differences across the five dimensions of access: availability, accessibility, affordability, accommodation, and acceptability.
3. Identify and prioritise the key barriers limiting women's access to agricultural extension services.
Section 1: Socio-Demographic and Socio-Economic Profile
	Municipality / Ward No.
	

	Respondent's gender
	☐ Man    ☐ Woman

	Respondent's age (years)
	

	Relationship to household head
	☐ Household head    ☐ Other household member

	Total number of family members
	Total: ____   Men: ____   Women: ____

	Marital status
	☐ Single   ☐ Married   ☐ Single after marriage

	Caste / ethnic group
	☐ Brahmin/Chhetri  ☐ Janajati  ☐ Dalit  ☐ Madhesi

	Years of schooling — household head
	

	Years of schooling — respondent
	

	Secondary occupation of household (tick all that apply)
	☐ Service (govt./private)  ☐ Self-employment  ☐ Remittance  ☐ Wage labor

	Type of farming practiced
	☐ Subsistence  ☐ Commercial  ☐ Mixed  ☐ Other: ________

	Ownership of farm
	☐ Man   ☐ Woman

	Farming experience (years)
	Crop production: ____   Livestock: ____   Both: ____

	Member of a cooperative / farmer group?
	☐ Yes   ☐ No   If yes, type: ________

	If yes, role in the group
	☐ Leader   ☐ Committee member   ☐ Member

	Frequency of participation in group meetings
	☐ Whenever conducted   ☐ Sometimes   ☐ Never

	Household-owned land area (Kattha)
	

	Land under farming / leased (Kattha)
	Under farming: ____   Leased: ____

	Annual household income (NRs.)
	Agriculture/crop: ____  Livestock/dairy: ____  Non-farm: ____

	Years of paddy seed production
	

	Area of paddy seed production and variety grown
	

	Annual income from paddy seed (NRs.)
	



Section 2: Attitude and Perception Toward Extension Services
5.1 Respondents' attitude toward accessed extension services
	S.N.
	Statement
	SA
	A
	N
	D
	SD

	1
	It has motivated farmers to adopt new technology.
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	It helps farmers acquire needed knowledge.
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	It supplies information about agricultural services.
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	It has improved farmers' output.
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	It serves as a link between government and farmers.
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	It demonstrates improved technologies to farmers.
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	It teaches home economics to improve farmers' livelihoods.
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	It helps farmers in their decision-making.
	
	
	
	
	

	9
	It helps farmers analyze present/future situations.
	
	
	
	
	

	10
	It helps in providing and improving social amenities.
	
	
	
	
	

	11
	It helps in the generation of employment.
	
	
	
	
	



5.2 Respondents' perception toward accessed extension services



Accessibility
	S.N.
	Statement
	SA
	A
	N
	D
	SD

	1
	The location of the service provider is within reasonable distance of me.
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	The location of the service provider is in an easily accessible geographical place.
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	There is easy transportation to reach the service provider.
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	The location of the service provider is within feasible time proximity to me.
	
	
	
	
	



Availability
	S.N.
	Statement
	SA
	A
	N
	D
	SD

	1
	The extension services provided are sufficient in volume/quantity.
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Various modes are available to access extension services.
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Available extension services are able to meet my needs.
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Extension services are available at the required time.
	
	
	
	
	



Acceptability
	S.N.
	Statement
	SA
	A
	N
	D
	SD

	1
	Services are offered in a language I understand.
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	I agree with the information obtained from training and advice.
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	I trust the quality of services provided.
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	I am willing to visit local service centers whenever in need of services.
	
	
	
	
	



Affordability
	S.N.
	Statement
	SA
	A
	N
	D
	SD

	1
	Services are affordable.
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	I can afford the transportation cost associated with the service easily.
	
	
	
	
	



Accommodation
	S.N.
	Statement
	SA
	A
	N
	D
	SD

	1
	I can easily access services during the service providers' operating hours.
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	I do not have to wait long to receive services.
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	There is an easy procedure for acquiring extension services.
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Extension agents can be contacted at the desired time.
	
	
	
	
	



Section 6: Barriers to Women's Access to Extension Services
Please rank the following barriers in order of how much they limit women's participation in agricultural extension services (1 = most significant barrier, 11 = least significant).
	S.N.
	Barrier
	Rank
	S.N.
	Barrier
	Rank

	1
	Socio-cultural barriers
	
	7
	Limited decision-making power
	

	2
	Limited mobility
	
	8
	Lack of female extension workers
	

	3
	Time and workload constraints
	
	9
	Safety concerns
	

	4
	Limited access to information and resources
	
	10
	Household workload
	

	5
	Financial limitations
	
	11
	Inadequate service customization for women
	

	6
	Language barriers
	
	
	
	



Are there any other barriers that hinder access to agricultural extension services? Please specify: ______________________________________________

— End of Questionnaire —
