New York Times   news reports about the Huawei Meng Wanzhou CFO case

目录
11. China Tries to Balance Anger Over Huawei Arrest With Warmer Trade Ties


1December 9, 2018 Sunday 12:34 EST


62. Huawei Executive Is Seeking Bail in Canada   Dec 11, 2018


93.Huawei Executive Gets New Bail Term: Staying in a $16 Million Home


9May 8, 2019 Wednesday 03:12 EST


124.U.S. Charges Huawei With Racketeering, Adding Pressure on China


12The indictment is the Trump administration’s latest move in its fight against the Chinese tech giant, which it deems a security threat. Feb. 13, 2020


175. Britain Defies Trump Plea to Ban Huawei From 5G Network Jan. 28, 2020


226.Britain Bars Huawei From 5G Network Over Security Concerns


22By Adam Satariano, Stephen Castle and David E. Sanger


22July 14, 2020


287.Meng’s release could eliminate a source of friction between China and the Biden administration.


28September 24, 2021


308.U.S. Agrees to Release Huawei Executive in Case That Strained Ties With China


30September 24, 2021




China

 HYPERLINK "https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=news&id=urn:contentItem:5TXR-5H51-DXY4-X1FX-00000-00&context=1000516"  

 HYPERLINK "https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=news&id=urn:contentItem:5TXR-5H51-DXY4-X1FX-00000-00&context=1000516" Tries

 HYPERLINK "https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=news&id=urn:contentItem:5TXR-5H51-DXY4-X1FX-00000-00&context=1000516"  to 

 HYPERLINK "https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=news&id=urn:contentItem:5TXR-5H51-DXY4-X1FX-00000-00&context=1000516" Balance

 HYPERLINK "https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=news&id=urn:contentItem:5TXR-5H51-DXY4-X1FX-00000-00&context=1000516"  

 HYPERLINK "https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=news&id=urn:contentItem:5TXR-5H51-DXY4-X1FX-00000-00&context=1000516" Anger

 HYPERLINK "https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=news&id=urn:contentItem:5TXR-5H51-DXY4-X1FX-00000-00&context=1000516"  

 HYPERLINK "https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=news&id=urn:contentItem:5TXR-5H51-DXY4-X1FX-00000-00&context=1000516" Over

 HYPERLINK "https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=news&id=urn:contentItem:5TXR-5H51-DXY4-X1FX-00000-00&context=1000516"  

 HYPERLINK "https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=news&id=urn:contentItem:5TXR-5H51-DXY4-X1FX-00000-00&context=1000516" Huawei

 HYPERLINK "https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=news&id=urn:contentItem:5TXR-5H51-DXY4-X1FX-00000-00&context=1000516"  

 HYPERLINK "https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=news&id=urn:contentItem:5TXR-5H51-DXY4-X1FX-00000-00&context=1000516" Arrest

 HYPERLINK "https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=news&id=urn:contentItem:5TXR-5H51-DXY4-X1FX-00000-00&context=1000516"  With 

 HYPERLINK "https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=news&id=urn:contentItem:5TXR-5H51-DXY4-X1FX-00000-00&context=1000516" Warmer

 HYPERLINK "https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=news&id=urn:contentItem:5TXR-5H51-DXY4-X1FX-00000-00&context=1000516"  

 HYPERLINK "https://advance.lexis.com/api/document?collection=news&id=urn:contentItem:5TXR-5H51-DXY4-X1FX-00000-00&context=1000516" Trade Ties
December 9, 2018 Sunday 12:34 EST


Copyright 2018 The New York Times Company All Rights Reserved
Section: TECHNOLOGY
Length: 1358 words
Byline: Keith Bradsher and Raymond Zhong
Highlight: China is pushing hard for the release of a tech executive, while still trying to follow up on President Trump’s recent truce in trade frictions.
Body

BEIJING — China’s leadership is trying to strike a delicate balance between outrage and necessity, as it seeks to maintain a recent thaw with the United States while lashing out at the arrest of a top Chinese tech executive.
That balancing act was on display in Beijing on Sunday, as the Chinese government said it had summoned the American ambassador to China, Terry Branstad, to protest the arrest of Meng Wanzhou, the chief financial officer of the Chinese electronics giant Huawei and the elder daughter of its founder.
Earlier in the day, People’s Daily, the Communist Party’s official newspaper, warned of “serious consequences” against the Canadian authorities who arrested Ms. Meng on an American warrant. She was detained in Canada more than a week ago on suspicion of fraud involving violations of United States sanctions in Iran.
“Only by correcting its mistake, immediately ending its violation of a Chinese citizen’s lawful and legitimate rights and giving the Chinese people a due explanation, can Canada avoid paying a heavy price,” the editorial said.
But at a high-level conference on Sunday at Tsinghua University in Beijing that included four Nobel laureates in economics from the United States, a senior adviser to the Chinese leadership opened his remarks by praising the two countries’ broader economic relationship and avoiding any mention of the arrest.
“The economies of China and the United States are integrated,” said the adviser, Ma Jianting, a vice president of the Development Research Council, the policy advisory unit of China’s cabinet. “There is no parting of the ways.”
Mr. Ma’s remarks were the latest of many signs that the Chinese government was trying to compartmentalize the Huawei issue, while still taking an assertive enough stance to satisfy nationalistic anger in China.
Beijing has taken a series of steps to improve trans-Pacific relations since President Trump and President Xi Jinping called a truce in their trade war at the end of the Group of 20 summit meeting in Buenos Aires; Ms. Meng was detained on the same day.
On Thursday, hours after word of Ms. Meng’s arrest in Canada spread publicly in China, a Commerce Ministry spokesman, Gao Feng, said that Beijing was “full of confidence in reaching a deal in the 90 days.” He also confirmed for the first time a White House assertion that China would be buying American food, energy and cars following the truce, but declined to provide any details.
Mr. Trump agreed in Buenos Aires to defer plans to raise tariffs on $200 billion a year in Chinese goods on Jan. 1.
In the United States on Sunday, Robert Lighthizer, the trade representative who is leading the American talks with China, made clear that he considered March 1 “a hard deadline” for the negotiations. “When I talk to the president of the United States, he is not talking about going beyond March,” Mr. Lighthizer said on the CBS program “Face the Nation,” adding, “If there is a deal to be gotten, we want to get it in the next 90 days.”
Mr. Lighthizer also said that the trade talks should not be affected by the arrest of Ms. Meng. “This is a criminal justice matter. It is totally separate from anything that I work on or anything that the trade policy people in the administration work on.”
China’s leaders are coincidentally preparing to observe this month the 40th anniversary of the country’s post-Mao economic overhaul by calling for a series of moves to open up the economy to more trade and foreign investment, people familiar with Chinese policymaking said.
The anniversary, heavily promoted in official propaganda and the subject of Sunday’s conference at Tsinghua University, offers Mr. Xi a chance to take market-opening measures sought by the United States without seeming to give in to American pressure.
The final list of moves is still the subject of considerable discussion within the Chinese bureaucracy. But some options under serious consideration include further reducing tariffs on imports from all over the world and encouraging broader foreign investment in the slowing Chinese economy.
China made some moves in these directions this year, however, and it is unclear how much further the Beijing leadership is willing to go. By Beijing’s calculation, China’s average tariffs have already fallen to 7.5 percent from 9.8 percent at the start of this year. By comparison, average tariffs in the United States are 3.5 percent, while the European Union’s are 5 percent.
Ms. Meng’s detention has considerably complicated China’s economic relations with the United States. It has ignited anger and astonishment in China, where Huawei, one of the country’s largest and most internationally successful private companies, is a source of national pride.
On Saturday, China’s vice foreign minister, Le Yucheng, summoned the Canadian ambassador to Beijing, John McCallum, to register his protest, according to Xinhua, the state-run news agency. The Canadian Embassy declined to comment on Sunday.
One reason for the outrage is that few people in China are aware that their government has quietly been blocking some Americans from leaving the country without filing charges against them or accusing them of wrongdoing.
The State Department issued a travel advisory last January cautioning that “individuals not involved in legal proceedings or suspected of wrongdoing have also” been subjected to “lengthy exit bans in order to compel their family members or colleagues to cooperate with Chinese courts or investigators.”
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo criticized the bans during a visit to China in October. Last month, he raised with a top Chinese foreign policy official, Yang Jiechi, his concern about an exit ban imposed on two young Americans who visited China last June and were not allowed to leave.
At a bail hearing on Friday in Vancouver, British Columbia, where Ms. Meng was arrested on Dec. 1 while changing planes, Canadian prosecutors said that she had taken part in a scheme to trick financial institutions into making transactions that violated American sanctions against Iran.
A warrant for Ms. Meng’s arrest was issued in the Eastern District of New York on Aug. 22, said John Gibb-Carsley, a lawyer with Canada’s Justice Department. Sino-American trade relations were at a low point then, with the United States imposing its second stage of tariffs on $50 billion a year in Chinese goods.
A Canadian judge then issued a warrant for Ms. Meng on Nov. 30, after it became known that she would change planes in Vancouver on her way to Mexico from Hong Kong. By the end of Friday, no bail had been set. The hearing is set to continue on Monday morning.
Huawei has said it has no knowledge of wrongdoing by Ms. Meng. In a statement released after the hearing on Friday, a company spokesman said, “We have every confidence that the Canadian and U.S. legal systems will reach the right conclusion.”
The United States government has been looking into Huawei’s business in Iran for years. After investigating sanctions violations by Huawei’s main Chinese rival, ZTE, the Commerce Department            issued heavy fines and required it to replace its senior leadership.
But coming in a year of tariffs and other measures aimed at curbing China’s efforts to upgrade its technological capabilities, Ms. Meng’s arrest has reinforced the feeling among many people in China that Washington is using every means at its disposal to hold back their nation’s economic ascent. That feeling makes it harder for economic reformers in China to support trade compromises with the United States.
“China will not stir up trouble. But it is also not afraid of trouble,” People’s Daily said in its editorial. “Nobody should underestimate China’s confidence, willpower and strength.”
PHOTO: The Huawei executive Meng Wanzhou in 2014. She was detained in Canada this month on suspicion of fraud involving violations of United States sanctions in Iran. (PHOTOGRAPH BY Alexander Bibik/Reuters FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES)
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VANCOUVER, British Columbia -- Since Dec. 1, Meng Wanzhou, a top executive of the Chinese technology firm Huawei and a daughter of the company's founder, has been detained in Vancouver at the behest of American authorities, prompting a diplomatic tussle between China and the United States.
On Monday, Ms. Meng's lawyers fought for her to be granted bail while she awaits a decision on whether she will be extradited to the United States. The judge, Justice William Ehrcke, is expected to rule on the bail request on Tuesday. 
  At the bail hearing at British Columbia's Supreme Court on Monday, Ms. Meng's lawyers pulled out all the stops to free their client. They brought in executives of two security companies to testify about how they would monitor Ms. Meng if she were to be released. The lawyers said Ms. Meng, 46, would pay the fees for both security companies, submit to physical and electronic monitoring, and give two Vancouver homes and a cash payment to secure bail. The cash and homes would total roughly $15 million in value.
  ''Given her unique profile as the face of a Chinese corporate national champion, if she were to flee or breach your order in any way in these very unique circumstances, my lord, it does not overstate to say she would embarrass China itself,'' one of her lawyers, David Martin, told the judge.
  United States authorities have argued in court documents that Ms. Meng should not be released before extradition. They said that her family's wealth and connections would make it easy for her to flee Canada, and that she had been issued seven different passports from China and Hong Kong in the past 11 years. China and the United States do not have an extradition treaty, they added.
  Ms. Meng's detention has unfolded just as China and the United States are trying to end a brutal trade war. Given Ms. Meng's stature as a top Chinese executive and Huawei's position as a leading Chinese technology company, her arrest complicates trade talks and the already rocky relationship between the two countries.
  Ms. Meng was arrested on Dec. 1 while between flights in Vancouver, where she had arrived from Hong Kong and was heading to Mexico. Canadian authorities said they detained her at the request of the United States.
  At the heart of the case that American authorities appear to be building against Ms. Meng is that she misled financial institutions into making transactions that violated United States sanctions against Iran.
  Huawei used a Hong Kong company, Skycom Tech, to make transactions in Iran and do business with telecom companies there, in violation of American sanctions, Canadian prosecutors said on Friday. Banks in the United States cleared financial transactions for Huawei, inadvertently doing business with Skycom. One unnamed bank and its American subsidiary cleared more than $100 million in transactions related to Skycom through the United States between approximately 2010 and 2014, according to an affidavit.
  Ms. Meng personally made a presentation to a bank -- later disclosed to be HSBC -- where she said Huawei and Skycom operated in Iran in compliance with United States sanctions, Canadian prosecutors said. Those statements constituted fraud, they said.
  On Monday, the presentation Ms. Meng made to HSBC officials was released in a court filing. The presentation was dated July 2013 -- the same month that the British bank became subject to monitoring as part of a settlement with American officials over money-laundering charges involving Iran and other organizations.
  Titled ''Trust, Compliance & Cooperation,'' the presentation described sanctions put in place by the United Nations, the European Union and the United States, and focused on Huawei's telecom business. It described Skycom as a ''business partner'' working with Huawei on ''sales and services in Iran.'' Huawei had held shares of Skycom and put Ms. Meng on the board to provide the supervision necessary to ''ensure trade compliance'' but gave those up after it instead decided to do business in Iran through a local subsidiary, the presentation said.
  According to a letter filed in court from the United State Justice Department, each of the several criminal charges Ms. Meng faces in the United States carries a maximum sentence of 30 years' imprisonment.
  During the bail hearing, Justice Ehrcke focused on the immigration status of Ms. Meng's husband, Liu Xiaozong. Mr. Liu owns the couple's two homes in Vancouver, but resides primarily in China. It is not clear whether he would need to be a resident of British Columbia to supply assets and provide assurances for Ms. Meng's bail, the judge said. If she were released, Mr. Liu would be responsible for supervising her and if he offered assets while returning to China, it would be ''anathema to the whole point of the exercise,'' Justice Ehrcke said.
  Mr. Liu is in Canada on a six-month visa but Ms. Meng's case could last much longer than that, Justice Ehrcke said.
  American authorities are working to extradite Ms. Meng. Changes to Canada's extradition laws in 1999 -- which are still widely criticized by human rights groups -- mean that about 90 percent of extradition requests heard by courts are granted.
  At any extradition hearing, Ms. Meng's lawyers will not be allowed to introduce evidence, nor will the Canadian government be required to turn over the evidence collected by American authorities. Canada will most likely only present evidence that supports the case for extraditing Ms. Meng.
  A Canadian judge cannot turn down the request because he or she finds the evidence weak, it does not meet Canadian standards or because the judge doesn't believe that the case will succeed at trial. But the judge can disregard evidence that was obtained through torture or evidence that was obtained in Canada in an illegal way.
  If, as is likely, the judge rules against Ms. Meng, her extradition becomes a political matter. It will be up to Prime Minister Justin Trudeau's justice minister, who is a politician, to issue the order to send her to the United States. Jody Wilson-Raybould, the justice minister, is limited in the reasons she can use to overrule the court. The prospect that the person being extradited will face a death sentence is the most common reason Canada will oppose extradition. That is not an issue in this case.
  Ms. Meng may have two outs. One is to argue that the request from the United States was motivated by racial or religious prejudice. Ms. Wilson-Raybould can also refuse to issue an order when a case is found to be politically motivated. Ms. Meng's lawyers may raise recent comments made by Larry Kudlow, director of the White House's National Economic Council, who told CNBC that Huawei had repeatedly been warned against violating Iranian sanctions.
  If the justice minister issues an extradition order, Ms. Meng can go to British Columbia's appeals court for a judicial review.
  If she loses there and the justice minister again issues a removal order, Ms. Meng can try her luck at the Supreme Court of Canada. In the past, the Supreme Court has ruled that the justice minister shouldn't be second-guessed by the courts except in the most extreme circumstances or when ministers have misinterpreted their legal obligations.
Adve
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A Canadian judge on Wednesday altered the bail terms of a Chinese tech executive facing possible extradition to the United States on fraud charges, granting her lawyers’ request that she be allowed to move from a $6 million, six-bedroom house in Vancouver to a $16 million, seven-bedroom mansion in the city’s exclusive Shaughnessy neighborhood.
Lawyers for the executive, Meng Wanzhou, the chief financial officer of the Chinese tech giant Huawei, requested the change at a hearing before the Supreme Court of British Columbia. The courtroom was filled to capacity, a reflection of the intense interest in the case since Ms. Meng was arrested in December by Canadian officials in Vancouver.
Her arrest put Canada in the center of a diplomatic struggle between China and the United States, which sought her arrest and is seeking her extradition. The United States has since accused Ms. Meng of, among other things, fraudulently deceiving four banks to enable Huawei to evade American sanctions against Iran.
Ms. Meng’s arrest has also created a rift between China and Canada. China has detained — in retaliation, some say — two Canadians and accused them of espionage, and it has sentenced two other Canadians to death on drug-related accusations.
At Ms. Meng’s hearing, defense lawyers presented documents that previewed some of the arguments they plan to make as the extradition case wends its way through the legal system. Extradition, which could take months to resolve, will be difficult for Ms. Meng to fend off.
But her lawyers said the authorities breached Ms. Meng’s rights to due process under Canada’s constitution when they stopped her in transit, seizing her electronic devices, detaining her for three hours before she was arrested, and denying her immediate access to a lawyer.
They also made clear that they would use President Trump’s comments about Ms. Meng’s arrest to argue that the case was politically motivated.
Shortly after Ms. Meng’s arrest, Mr. Trump said he might consider interceding in the case if that helped him reach a trade deal with China. Scott Fenton, one of her lawyers, said these statements were “intimidating and corrosive of the rule of law” and should disqualify the United States from being able to extradite Ms. Meng.
Mrs. Meng’s lawyers also plan to argue that the accusation that she breached United States sanctions against Iran does not constitute a crime in Canada, a prerequisite for her extradition to proceed.
Speaking outside court, Benjamin Howes, a spokesman for Huawei, said that Ms. Meng was innocent and that her arrest had been “guided by political considerations and tactics, not by the rule of law.”
In addition to its charges against Ms. Meng, the United States has accused Huawei of stealing trade secrets and obstructing a criminal investigation.
The defense’s request for new bail terms for Ms. Meng, 46, the eldest daughter of the founder of Huawei, may not go over well in Canada.
Since Ms. Meng’s arrest, she has been out on bail of 10 million Canadian dollars, living in the $6 million home, which is owned by her family in the affluent Dunbar area of Vancouver. She has been able to move fairly freely about the city, although she is under 24-hour surveillance and is wearing a GPS tracker on her ankle.
So far, Ms. Meng has kept a low profile, remaining largely out of sight.
Still, some in Canada were bothered by the original conditions, and the new terms could raise hackles further.
Some have contrasted her situation with those of the two Canadians accused of espionage in China, who have been held in isolation and in undisclosed locations, denied access to lawyers, and prevented from going outside or seeing sunlight.
David Martin, a lawyer for Ms. Meng, said at Wednesday’s hearing that her second home in the city, a gated 8,047-square-foot mansion that has been under renovation, offered better security, allowing guards to move more freely on the grounds and limiting intrusions on neighbors.
In recent months, journalists, photographers and curious passers-by have descended on the Dunbar house hoping to catch a glimpse of Ms. Meng.
Ms. Meng’s case continues to provoke tension between Canada and China. In addition to arresting the Canadians, China is using its economic might to punish Canada.
Beijing recently halted shipments of Canadian canola oil, saying they were contaminated; China bought about $2.7 billion in canola oil from Canada last year.
China has also suspended the permits of two large Canadian pork producers.
And when the Canadian agriculture minister recently requested a trade visit to China, Canadian officials said the request was ignored.
All the while, Mr. Trump is trying to hammer out a trade deal with China, and Canada is concerned that its citizens have become pawns in a geopolitical and economic battle between the United States and China in which Canada is paying a heavy price.
In recent weeks, senior Canadian officials have expressed annoyance that the United States, a critical ally, is not doing enough to help secure the release of the two detained Canadians — Michael Kovrig, a former Canadian diplomat, and Michael Spavor, a businessman.
In an interview this week with Reuters, Canada’s ambassador to Washington,            David MacNaughton, voiced concern that Canada remained “in the dark” as to whether Mr. Trump was prepared to drop charges against Ms. Meng as part of a “plea deal.”
Speaking to reporters on Tuesday, Chrystia Freeland, Canada’s foreign affairs minister, said, “Any effort to somehow suggest that a justice issue should be mixed up with influence of trade issues is entirely inappropriate.”
On Sunday, Mr. Trump threatened to impose new tariffs on hundreds of billions of dollars in Chinese goods. Canadian officials say privately that they fear Mr. Trump could use Ms. Meng as a bargaining chip in the trade talks, without sufficiently addressing the case of the detained Canadians.
“Canada is appealing to the U.S. for help, but it is in a weak position and doesn’t have a lot of cards to play,” said Wenran Jiang, a senior fellow at the Institute of Asian Research at the University of British Columbia. “It can’t control Trump, and retaliating against China risks escalating tensions even more.”
Legal experts said that, under Canadian law, Ms. Meng faces an uphill struggle to avoid extradition.
“Extradition is a stacked deck against the defendant, in this case Ms. Meng, because the evidence the defense can introduce is very limited,” said Gary Botting, who has written several textbooks on Canadian extradition law and has advised Ms. Meng’s legal team. “An extradition hearing is not a trial.”
Nevertheless, he noted that the final decision rested with Canada’s justice minister, making it inevitable, he said, that politics could intervene.
“The politicization of the case is her best defense,” he said.
Her next court appearance is on Sept 23.
Follow Dan Bilefsky on Twitter: @DanBilefsky Tracy Sherlock contributed reporting from Vancouver. 
PHOTO: Meng Wanzhou leaving her home in Vancouver to attend a court appearance on Wednesday. (PHOTOGRAPH BY Lindsey Wasson/Reuters FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES)
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WASHINGTON — The U.S. government has charged Huawei and two of its subsidiaries with federal racketeering and conspiracy to steal trade secrets from American companies, a significant escalation in the Trump administration’s legal fight with the Chinese telecommunications company.

In a federal indictment unsealed on Thursday in the Eastern District of New York, the Department of Justice accused Huawei and its affiliates of a “pattern of racketeering activity” and said the companies had worked to steal trade secrets from six American firms. The stolen information included source code, as well as the manuals for wireless technology.

The indictment did not identify the six companies, but a source familiar with the investigation — as well as court filings made in several civil lawsuits — indicated they were Cisco Systems, Motorola Solutions, Fujitsu, Quintel Technology, T-Mobile and CNEX Labs.

“The new charges in this case relate to the alleged decades-long efforts by Huawei, and several of its subsidiaries, both in the U.S. and in the People’s Republic of China, to misappropriate intellectual property, including from six U.S. technology companies, in an effort to grow and operate Huawei’s business,” the Justice Department said in a news release.

The charges add more weight to Washington’s pressure campaign against Huawei, which is already barred from buying many American products and is viewed by the Trump administration as a threat to national security. The escalation is also part of the administration’s attempt to crack down on what it says is a pattern of Chinese espionage and theft aimed at giving Beijing a technological edge.

On Monday, four members of China’s military were charged with hacking into Equifax, one of the nation’s largest credit reporting agencies, and stealing trade secrets and the personal data of about 145 million Americans in 2017.  
 
Also on Thursday, the Department of Commerce extended the temporary license that allows American companies to continue doing some business with Huawei. It will now expire in April.

The new indictment goes beyond the Justice Department’s earlier allegations of trade-secret theft and sanctions violations.

It applies a federal racketeering law that has historically been used to bring down mob leaders and gang kingpins and allows the government to file charges that would otherwise fall outside the statute of limitations. The criminal conspiracy that Huawei is accused of carrying out has been going on since at least 1999, according to the Justice Department.

Huawei officials argued that the latest charges were not new allegations and appeared to be part of a larger campaign against the company. It is confident that it will be exonerated in the criminal justice system, said Andy Purdy, the chief security officer for Huawei in the United States.

He said the U.S. government was trying to hurt Huawei by pressuring allies not to use its equipment and was attempting to block American companies from selling parts to the Chinese firm. Both campaigns will ultimately hurt America, Mr. Purdy said, by eliminating jobs in the United States and reducing competition in the telecommunications industry.

He said the U.S. government was engaged in a “campaign to carpet bomb Huawei out of existence,” adding: “It seems like the United States is not thinking about the significance of this.”

The indictment portrays Huawei as orchestrating a steady, if not sophisticated, campaign to steal trade secrets. For instance, the indictment alleged that in 2004, a Huawei employee sneaked back to a Chicago trade show to steal a competitor’s technology.

The employee “was discovered in the middle of the night after the show had closed for the day in the booth of a technology company” and was found “removing the cover from a networking device and taking photographs of the circuitry inside.” The individual wore a badge listing his employer as “Weihua” — an anagram of Huawei — according to the indictment.

In another episode, prosecutors say, Huawei planned “countermeasures” against a company making data storage technology. It invited leaders of the firm to make a presentation about its plans, then asked for a copy of the slides used in the presentation and “immediately” shared it with engineers at its subsidiary working on a competing product, according to the indictment.

Huawei has had legal disputes with several of the companies it is accused of stealing from. Cisco, a computer networking equipment maker in San Jose, Calif., sued Huawei in 2003, claiming the Chinese company infringed on numerous patents and illegally copied its software source code and documentation. The suit was dropped about a year later in exchange for a promise of product changes from Huawei.

Quintel sued Huawei in 2015, claiming it had stolen its antenna technology. The litigation was settled in 2018. Motorola settled intellectual-property lawsuits with the Chinese company in 2011. T-Mobile was named in the earlier charges against Huawei, when prosecutors alleged that the manufacturer had tried to steal details about a robot, named Tappy, used by the wireless carrier.

Prosecutors also accused Huawei of helping the Iranian government install surveillance equipment to monitor and detain antigovernment protesters in Tehran in 2009.

Last year, the Justice Department charged Huawei’s chief financial officer, Meng Wanzhou, with outlining a decade-long attempt by the company to steal trade secrets, obstruct a criminal investigation and evade economic sanctions on Iran. Ms. Meng was also named in the Justice Department’s indictment on Thursday.

Ms. Meng is in Canada, out of jail on bail of 10 million Canadian dollars, or $7.5 million, awaiting extradition to the United States. She is under 24-hour surveillance and must wear a GPS tracker on her ankle.

Gary Botting, a leading extradition expert in Canada, said the new charges were unlikely to have much effect on Ms. Meng’s case in Canada since they were, in his view, “too little, too late.”

The judge in that case has been deliberating on whether extradition would meet a fundamental requirement under Canadian law: that the crime Ms. Meng is accused of in the United States constitutes a crime in Canada.

While racketeering is not a crime under Canadian law, Mr. Botting said Canada’s extradition treaty with the United States allowed aspects of racketeering to be legal grounds for an extradition. And Canadian prosecutors representing the United States could decide to add new charges.

The White House has looked to ratchet up the pressure on Huawei for years, with members of Congress from both parties backing its efforts. The new charges may give more fodder to the company’s critics on Capitol Hill, who have been pushing to make sure Huawei has no role in the next generation of wireless networks, known as 5G.

“The indictment paints a damning portrait of an illegitimate organization that lacks any regard for the law,” said the top lawmakers on the Senate Intelligence Committee, Richard M. Burr, Republican of North Carolina, and Mark Warner, Democrat of Virginia.

Under the Trump administration, the Justice Department has focused on combating an array of threats that China poses to the United States and its allies in the West, including theft of trade secrets and espionage, as the country seeks to expand its sphere of economic and military power.

Huawei, whose equipment powers telecom networks, sits squarely at the center of both of those concerns.

Intelligence community analysts say Huawei can use its network equipment to monitor traffic across a network and potentially engage in unlawful surveillance. Mr. Purdy of Huawei pushed back against those claims, saying control of those mobile networks is firmly with the carriers that build and operate them.

Huawei is also the leading supplier on every continent except for North America of equipment for 5G networks, which will underpin telecommunications and advanced technologies like self-driving cars.

As countries around the world migrate their communications systems to 5G, and as more technology innovation is built on top of it, Huawei is in a position to gain a huge economic edge over U.S. tech giants, which have long been at the forefront of innovation and have lately powered the U.S. economy.

Attorney General William P. Barr said in a speech last week that the Chinese government was using “every lever of power to expand its 5G market share” because it would gain ground in every technology that then touched 5G.

“Our economic future is at stake,” Mr. Barr said in the speech, during a conference in Washington on threats that China poses to the United States. “The risk of losing the 5G struggle with China should vastly outweigh other considerations.”

For years, American intelligence officials have tried to convince companies and governments around the world that Huawei’s equipment could give Beijing access to sensitive communications networks. But that global campaign has faltered, as countries like Britain and Saudi Arabia opt to use Huawei’s gear in their 5G networks.

In January, Prime Minister Boris Johnson said Britain believed that any risk could be managed and that the company’s products could be used in a portion of Britain’s 5G network. Germany is said to be close to a decision on whether to allow the company to work on its network, as well.

As its global campaign to bar Huawei has faltered, American officials have argued that the United States should take aggressive action to help the world develop an alternative to Huawei’s products. Mr. Barr, in his speech, argued that the United States should consider providing direct or indirect financial support to Nokia and Ericsson, two European companies that are the primary competitors to Huawei’s networking gear. 

Britain Defies Trump Plea to Ban Huawei From 5G Network Jan. 28, 2020

The move shows how an American effort against the Chinese wireless equipment company has stumbled.

By Adam Satariano
Published Jan. 28, 2020Updated Jan. 29, 2020

LONDON — Britain said on Tuesday that it would not ban equipment made by the Chinese technology giant Huawei from being used in its new high-speed 5G wireless network, the starkest sign yet that an American campaign against the telecommunications company is faltering.

Despite more than a year of intense lobbying by the Trump administration, which has accused Huawei of having ties to China’s Communist Party that pose a national security threat, the British government announced it would allow the company to provide equipment in some portions of a next-generation network to be built in the coming years.

The British decision was crucial in a broader fight for tech supremacy between the United States and China. Britain, a key American ally, is the most important country so far to reject White House warnings that Huawei is an instrument of Beijing. Britain’s membership in the “five eyes” intelligence-sharing group of countries, which also includes Australia, Canada and New Zealand, gave the outcome an added significance.

Many countries have been caught between the United States and China in their tech cold war. American officials have threatened to withhold intelligence if countries do not ban Huawei, while Chinese represen“This is a U.K.-specific solution for U.K.-specific reasons and the decision deals with the challenges we face right now,” said Nicky Morgan, the secretary for digital, culture, media and sport, the government agency that oversaw the decision.

tatives have warned of economic retaliation if they do.

“It not only paves the way for secure and resilient networks, with our sovereignty over data protected, but it also builds on our strategy to develop a diversity of suppliers,” she said. 
 
The rules were announced on Tuesday after Prime Minister Boris Johnson met with his National Security Council. The decision did not mention Huawei by name, instead referring more broadly to “high-risk vendors” that “pose greater security and resilience risks to U.K. telecoms networks.” Such vendors will be limited to certain parts of the wireless infrastructure, such as antennas and base stations, that are not seen as posing a threat to the integrity of the system.

No single high-risk vendor will be allowed to exceed a 35 percent market share of the network, the rules said, an effort to encourage new competition that could benefit companies including Ericsson, Nokia and Samsung.

A Trump administration official said the United States was “disappointed” by Mr. Johnson’s decision.

“We look forward to working with the U.K. on a way forward that results in the exclusion of untrusted vendor components from 5G networks,” the official said. “We continue to urge all countries to carefully assess the long-term national security and economic impacts of allowing untrusted vendors access to important 5G network infrastructure.”
Huawei has long denied that it is beholden to the Chinese government.

“Huawei is reassured by the U.K. government’s confirmation that we can continue working with our customers to keep the 5G rollout on track,” Victor Zhang, Huawei’s vice president, said in a statement. “This evidence-based decision will result in a more advanced, more secure and more cost-effective telecoms infrastructure that is fit for the future.”

The crown jewel of China’s tech sector, Huawei is the largest provider of equipment to build systems based on fifth-generation wireless technology, known as 5G. That technology is seen as essential infrastructure in an increasingly digitized global economy. The networks will provide substantially faster download speeds, as well as new commercial applications in industries such as transportation, manufacturing and health care.

Huawei’s prominence has made it a target of the United States. Meng Wanzhou, Huawei’s chief financial officer and the daughter of the company’s founder, is fighting an extradition order in Canada stemming from an American indictment on fraud charges.

The Trump administration’s global effort against Huawei has had some success. In 2018, Australia imposed a ban on Huawei gear, and Japan put restrictions on purchasing Huawei equipment for government use.

But in Europe, the White House has had more difficulty. The European Union has warned of national security risks related to 5G, but it has not called out China or Huawei by name or recommended an outright ban. In France, the government said it did not believe a ban was necessary. Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany has shared similar views, though a final decision has not been made, and some in the government are calling for a harder line.

Perhaps no country was lobbied by the United States and China as hard as Britain, delaying the country’s decision-making about building its new 5G network. President Trump, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin have all warned Britain in recent weeks. An American delegation visited London this month to make a last-minute case against Huawei. Mr. Pompeo is scheduled to visit Britain this week.

Huawei began working in Britain more than 15 years ago and now employs 1,600 people in the country, helping it gain acceptance and a foothold to expand to other parts of Europe. The European market, which also includes the Middle East and Africa, is now Huawei’s largest outside China.

Britain’s acceptance of Huawei will influence the decisions of other countries facing American pressure, said Eric Sayers, a senior adjunct fellow at the Center for a New American Security, a Washington think tank.

“Now allies and partners can more easily conclude, ‘If it’s safe for London, it’s safe for us,’” Mr. Sayers said.

British officials have said the risk Huawei presents can be managed through oversight and by limiting its access to more critical areas of the network that handle sensitive data. Banning the company would delay the construction of its 5G network and cost billions to replace old equipment.

Under the new rules, Huawei would be limited to providing antennas and other equipment that send data directly to consumer devices, and kept out of areas considered the nerve center of the network, such as servers that route traffic within the system.

Britain has always kept Huawei out of those parts of its telecommunications networks that handle sensitive data to limit the vulnerability to espionage or eavesdropping. In 2010, British officials set up a lab where Huawei’s equipment could be reviewed for security flaws. The lab has identified security vulnerabilities in the equipment, but officials have said the problems were not a result of interference from the Chinese government and could be managed.

“High-risk vendors have never been — and never will be — in our most sensitive networks,” said Ciaran Martin, the chief executive of the National Cyber Security Center, which oversees the lab.

American officials disagree that the risks can be contained because software plays a bigger role in 5G networks, with constantly updating code making it harder to maintain complete oversight.

“Digital technology is being upgraded regularly, and a level of risk with present-day technology that is manageable today may or may not be so four or five years down the line,” said Steve Tsang, director of the China Institute at SOAS University of London.

The decision over whether to use Huawei equipment in Britain’s 5G network would usually be a technical one made by agencies that oversee cybersecurity and the nation’s digital infrastructure. But it became a political dilemma that spanned two administrations — first for Theresa May when she was British prime minister, and now for Mr. Johnson.

British officials and executives at wireless companies have said the United States did not share smoking-gun evidence that would justify a ban of the Chinese company. American officials emphasized the vulnerabilities it could create within a national communications network in the event of a future confrontation with China.

Under the rules announced on Tuesday, high-risk firms would be excluded from providing technology at sensitive geographic locations, such as nuclear sites and military bases. Companies like Vodafone and BT are likely to have to find alternative suppliers for some pieces of their networks to comply with new limits on Huawei equipment.

“There is definitely a potential security risk,” said Alan Woodward, a cybersecurity expert and visiting professor at the University of Surrey. “Is it manageable? That is the big question out there.”

Britain is in a precarious position as it negotiates an exit from the European Union. The country must forge new stand-alone trade deals in the aftermath. Maintaining close ties to Washington is vital for Britain’s security and economy, but it also needs to foster ties with China, which is a significant investor in the country and a growing buyer of British goods.

“Post-Brexit Britain will increasingly have to rely on China even more than we already do,” said Anthony Glees, professor emeritus at the University of Buckingham, where he was head of the Centre for Security and Intelligence Studies.

Even with the British decision, American critics of Huawei say the United States could still slow Huawei’s march by blocking American firms from providing needed chips or by helping rivals. The Trump administration is expected to continue pressing Germany and France to keep Huawei out of the network. Other big countries, like India, are also yet to make a final decision on their networks.

“I don’t believe all is lost,” said Michael Rogers, a former chairman of the House Intelligence Committee who now leads a group called 5G Action Now. “It just means we have to redouble our efforts in places like Poland and Germany and keep our Canadian friends from polluting their networks.”  (1559words)

6.Britain Bars Huawei From 5G Network Over Security Concerns

By Adam Satariano, Stephen Castle and David E. Sanger
July 14, 2020

LONDON — Britain announced on Tuesday that it would ban equipment from the Chinese technology giant Huawei from the country’s high-speed wireless network, a victory for the Trump administration that escalates the battle between Western powers and China over critical technology.

The move reverses a decision in January, when Britain said Huawei equipment could be used in its new 5G network on a limited basis. Since then, Prime Minister Boris Johnson has faced growing political pressure domestically to take a harder line against Beijing, and in May, the United States imposed new restrictions to disrupt Huawei’s access to important components.

Britain’s about-face signals a new willingness among Western countries to confront China, a determination that has grown firmer since Beijing last month adopted a sweeping law to tighten its grip on Hong Kong, the semiautonomous city that was a British colony until 1997. On Tuesday, Robert O’Brien, President Trump’s national security adviser, was in Paris for meetings about China with counterparts from Britain, France, Germany and Italy.

Huawei’s critics say its close ties to the Chinese government mean Beijing could use the equipment for espionage or to disrupt telecommunications — a point the company strongly disputes. 
Arguing that Huawei created too much risk for such a critical, multibillion-dollar project, the British government said Tuesday that it would ban the purchase of new Huawei equipment for 5G networks after December, and that existing gear already installed would need to be removed from the networks by 2027.

“As facts have changed, so has our approach,” Oliver Dowden, the government minister in charge of telecommunications, told the House of Commons on Tuesday afternoon. “This has not been an easy decision, but it is the right one for the U.K.’s telecoms networks, for our national security and our economy, both now and indeed in the long run.”

After the British government announced its decision, President Trump took aim at Huawei during a news conference at the White House, saying the United States has “confronted untrustworthy Chinese technology and telecom providers.”

“We convinced many countries, and I did this myself for the most part, not to use Huawei, because we think it’s an unsafe security risk,” Mr. Trump said.

Mr. Trump also announced that he was issuing an executive order formalizing a declaration from late May that the United States would treat Hong Kong in the same manner as China rather than as a semiautonomous territory and would impose the same tariffs that it applies to China. He also said he was signing into law a bipartisan congressional bill that encourages sanctions against Chinese officials and entities that take part in the repression of Hong Kong, as well as financial institutions that do business with those parties.

The dispute over Huawei, the world’s largest maker of telecommunications equipment, is an early front in a new tech cold war, with ramifications for internet freedom and surveillance, as well as emerging technologies like artificial intelligence and robotics.

“The democratic West has woken up late to its overdependence on a country whose values are diametrically opposed to it,” said Robert Hannigan, a former head of the British digital surveillance agency GCHQ, who is now an executive at the cybersecurity firm BlueVoyant. “Huawei and other Chinese companies present a real cybersecurity risk, but the primary threat comes from the intent of the Chinese Communist Party, as we see in Hong Kong.”

Huawei described the announcement on Tuesday as a disappointment and “bad news for anyone in the U.K. with a mobile phone.”

“It threatens to move Britain into the digital slow lane,” said Ed Brewster, a spokesman for Huawei U.K. “Regrettably our future in the U.K. has become politicized; this is about U.S. trade policy and not security. ”

Until the latest turn of events, Britain had been welcoming of Huawei. In 2005, it was the first country to offer Huawei a foothold in Europe, now the company’s largest market outside China. Huawei financed university research and a charity started by Prince Charles. And just last month, Huawei announced plans to spend 1 billion pounds (about $1.25 billion) on a new research center in Cambridge.

The British experience shows the challenges nations face navigating the United States-China rift. In moving forward with the ban, Britain risks retaliation from China, one of its largest and fastest-growing trading partners, when it is trying to craft a more open trade policy outside the European Union. China’s ambassador in London, Liu Xiaoming, recently warned that Britain would “bear the consequences” of treating China with hostility.

“The Huawei issue is the first of many complicated decisions we’re going to have about striking the right balance between our commercial and economic engagement with China, and our security concerns about how China uses its power,” said John Sawers, a former chief of the British intelligence service MI6.

Huawei is the leading provider for towers, masts and other critical equipment needed to build new wireless networks based on fifth-generation wireless technology, known as 5G.

New 5G networks are seen as essential infrastructure in an increasingly digital global economy. The networks will provide faster download speeds for phone users, but offer even more important potential for commercial applications in industries such as manufacturing, health care and transportation.

Huawei’s technological dominance in this field is viewed as a failure of industrial policy in the West. American authorities have spent more than a year pressuring allies to keep Huawei out of communications networks, warning that the company is a proxy for Beijing and a threat to national security. The Trump administration encouraged the use of other telecom equipment makers, including Sweden’s Ericsson and Finland’s Nokia.

At first, countries were resistant, unconvinced that Huawei posed a grave risk. Britain argued that it had a security system in place to ensure all Huawei equipment was reviewed before being put inside its communications networks. The announcement in January stipulated Huawei would be limited to “noncore” parts of the network.

A turning point came in May, when the Trump administration announced a rule that would bar Huawei and its suppliers from using American technology and software. The decision, slated to take effect in September, could throw Huawei’s supply chain into chaos.

In Britain, the American announcement added to pressure Mr. Johnson faced from members of his own Conservative Party to take a harder line against China, especially after the events in Hong Kong. The government announced a review of its January decision after the American punishments were announced.

“American sanctions left the U.K. with little choice,” said Priya Guha, a former British diplomat who represented the country’s interests in Silicon Valley. “There was a bit of checkmate by the U.S.”

The Trump administration has taken other steps, some conducted with little publicity, to undercut China’s position in communications networks.

The U.S. government on Tuesday published an interim rule that will bar Pentagon and NASA contractors from using technology from Huawei and other Chinese telecommunications companies. Some government contractors say the ban, passed into law two years ago, is too onerous, and the administration estimates it will cost some $12 billion.

In April, a group of agencies that calls itself Team Telecom, led by the Justice Department, moved to remove China Telecom, another big wireless company, from its operations inside the United States. It has long been operating “points of presence” in U.S. networks that help maintain internet connections. In a series of classified briefings, American intelligence agencies accused it of experimenting with rerouting American traffic through China — though the purpose of that rerouting was unclear.

The same group moved last month to block the Pacific Light Cable Network — a partnership involving Facebook and Google among others — from operating an undersea cable linking Hong Kong and the United States, in what was supposed to be the highest-capacity undersea Pacific connection for internet traffic.

The Trump administration asked the Federal Communications Commission to block the connection in Hong Kong, citing concern it “would expose U.S. communications traffic to collection” by China, through a Chinese firm operating where the cable landed. Instead, it wants the commission to approve only direct connections to Taiwan and the Philippines, undercutting China’s effort to make Hong Kong a key data transfer hub. It cited the new national security law for Hong Kong, which at the time was still being drafted.

But it remains unclear if the steps involving Huawei and others will achieve Washington’s objective. Chinese firms will still control much of Asia’s traffic, and that means calls, data and searches will still move through Chinese switching systems. At best, the U.S. moves can make it harder for China’s leaders to cut off communications in times of conflict. But it cannot protect the United States from what Sue Gordon, the former deputy director of national intelligence, called the process of “living in a dirty network.”

Still, Robert B. Blair, a senior Commerce Department official who until recently served as the Trump White House’s chief telecommunications adviser, told a meeting of the Council on Foreign Relations on Tuesday that “we scored a major victory” with Britain’s decision.

In Britain, officials warned its ban would add significant costs, and delay the rollout of 5G by around two years. The new 5G wireless systems must be built atop existing networks that Huawei had a major role in constructing. In setting a 2027 deadline, the British government said moving any faster to remove Huawei gear would produce a greater risk to the security and resilience of the network.

The ban does not apply to smartphones and other consumer products made by Huawei, or equipment used in 2G, 3G and 4G networks.

Many see the Huawei dispute as foreshadowing future conflicts, with other prominent companies becoming entangled. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said the United States was considering actions against Chinese apps, including the hugely popular social media service TikTok, which is owned by a Chinese internet company.

Britain’s decision to bar Huawei will put pressure on other European countries. In Germany, Chancellor Angela Merkel is being urged to keep the company out of a new 5G network, but is weighing the economic fallout for German automakers, for whom China is a critical market.

“If Huawei is stopped in its tracks, that does represent a very important inflection point for China’s ability to achieve its objectives,” said Nigel Inkster, a senior adviser at the International Institute for Strategic Studies in London who has written a book on the technology battle between the United States and China.

Mr. Inkster warned that the West risks provoking China if it feels more economically isolated. “There is a serious need to think hard and deeply about whether it is realistic to disengage from China totally in these areas,” he said.

(1780)
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Since coming to office, President Biden has taken a tough position on China but has also sought common ground.
The deal to release Meng Wanzhou could reduce a nettlesome conflict in U.S.-China relations.
President Donald J. Trump took an aggressively adversarial stance toward China, castigating Beijing for what he called unfair trade policies, blaming it for the coronavirus pandemic, blocking Chinese technology companies from the lucrative American market and imposing heavy tariffs on Chinese exports. The Trump administration also accused Huawei of stealing technology from its Western rivals.
Since coming to office, President Biden has also taken a tough position on China. He has sought to establish the United States as a democratic counterpoint to the authoritarian country, stressing the importance of the West being independent from Chinese technology companies like Huawei, the maker of next-generation communications networks.
But American officials have also sought common ground in areas like climate change and now the Huawei deal.
In their first conversation in seven months, Mr. Biden spoke in early September with President Xi Jinping of China, expressing concern over China’s cyber-activities while arguing that the leaders of the world’s two largest economies could set aside their differences to work together on measures to address global warming. It was only the second time that the leaders had spoken since Mr. Biden’s inauguration, a measure of the rising tensions between the two nations as they seek to tame each others’ global influence.
The Huawei case has deeply undermined perceptions of China in Canada, which has become a hub for Huawei’s research and development operations and also hosts a large number of Chinese students. China is Canada’s second largest trading partner after the United States.
According to a May study by the Angus Reid Institute, a leading polling company, just 14 percent of Canadians have a favorable view of China. A majority of respondents said that China’s freeing of the two Canadians who were detained soon after Ms. Meng’s arrest was a necessary condition for revamping relations.
Gordon Houlden, director emeritus of the China Institute at the University of Alberta, cautioned that Ms. Meng’s release would not radically shift Canada-China relations in the short-term. But he said that it could help spur a healing of sorts, in particular by emboldening closer economic and educational ties between the two countries.
“Canada flies close to the United States when it comes to China, so much will depend on the approach of the Biden administration,” he said. “China doesn’t have an interest in prolonging the misery of Canada but it will take years for things to be repaired.”
PHOTO: U.S. and Chinese flags at the site of a meeting between Presidents Donald J. Trump and Xi Jinping in Osaka, Japan,  in 2019. (PHOTOGRAPH BY Erin Schaff/The New York Times FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES)
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China reciprocated within hours, freeing two Canadians, a notable resolution in a relationship that has been spiraling downward.
WASHINGTON — The Justice Department reached an agreement on Friday clearing the way for a senior executive of Huawei Technologies, the Chinese telecommunications giant, to return to China after admitting some wrongdoing in a sanctions violation case, removing one major irritant between the two superpowers.
Within hours, China reciprocated, releasing two Canadians whom it had held since shortly after the executive, Meng Wanzhou, was detained, and who had appeared to be jailed as hostages to Ms. Meng’s case.
The resolution of the criminal charges against Ms. Meng, the daughter of Huawei’s founder, came in the midst of a downward spiral in military, technological and trade competition between Washington and Beijing.
In China, Ms. Meng is considered a member of the new Chinese royalty — technology executives who have used their power to expand China’s influence across the globe. In Washington, she became a symbol of the Cold War-like atmosphere in relations between Beijing and Washington — and the near simultaneous releases also had echoes of that era.
The end of the three-year-old case suggested that the Biden administration and the government of President Xi Jinping could come to some kind of accommodation in a major dispute that included allegations of hostage-taking on both sides. Yet it came on a day that President Biden was meeting for the first time at the White House with the leaders of three Indo-Pacific democracies — Australia, Japan and India — in another of his efforts to build loose alliances that can counter China’s growing influence.
Ms. Meng spent the past nearly three years out on bail of about $8 million at her two luxurious homes in Vancouver, detained by Canadian authorities as the United States sought her extradition in a fraud case related to Huawei’s sale of telecommunications equipment to Iran. The transaction appeared intended to avoid U.S.-led sanctions on Tehran. Yet the case seemed to be about so much else: The U.S. effort to block Huawei’s, and China’s, domination of 5G communication networks, and lingering resentments over Huawei having initially stolen much of its technology from a major American competitor.
The end of the case did not end the battle over Huawei, where Ms. Meng serves as the chief financial officer. The Justice Department’s criminal case against the company is ongoing, despite Ms. Meng’s agreement. In fact, prosecutors may try to use her admissions of wrongdoing as evidence against Huawei — including statements that she deliberately misled bank executives in a way that allowed the company to evade sanctions.
But that is only part of the struggle over Huawei, which has become a symbol of the depth of the competition between two global superpowers, and their mutual determination to turn all their tools of national power toward winning a growing technological struggle. The Trump administration began an effort to threaten or persuade allies not to buy Huawei gear, arguing that it would give Beijing even more power to intercept data around the world — and maybe to shut down networks in times of conflict.
Since Mr. Biden took office, the United States has denied the company some, but not all, of the types of key chips needed for its equipment — leading the company on a drive for self-sufficiency. And there is evidence that, by starving the company, it has begun to sharply curtail Huawei’s profitability and much of its influence.
For its part, the Chinese government has underwritten the cost of installing Huawei gear, in an effort to dominate networks from Latin America to the Middle East.
Ms. Meng came to personify that effort. Her determination to wire up Tehran, at a time in which the West was seeking to contain Iran’s nuclear program, attracted protests among American officials. For that reason, some China hard-liners objected on Friday to news that the charges were being dropped.
“It sends the wrong message to Chinese business executives around the world that it’s permissible to engage in fraudulent transactions with Iran and North Korea,” said Michael Pillsbury, a scholar at the Hudson Institute who was a top China adviser to former President Donald J. Trump. “I fear that another part of the message has been that the Biden team approved selling Huawei some types of chips and technology, which will also undercut the message that Huawei should not be involved in 5G telecommunications systems of our friends and allies.”
Huawei mustered a furious effort in Washington and in Canada to get Ms. Meng released. But she refused to plead guilty to bank and wire fraud charges stemming from Huawei’s deal in Iran. Months later, she agreed to a deferred prosecution agreement, which will ultimately lead to dropping all the charges against her.
The case began when Canadian authorities arrested Ms. Meng, 49, in December 2018, at the request of the United States. She owns two imposing homes in Vancouver, and was allowed to stay in them with an ankle bracelet to track her whereabouts. She eventually settled at her gated, seven-bedroom mansion in the city’s exclusive Shaughnessy neighborhood, where she received painting lessons and private massages.
She instantly became one of the world’s most famous detainees — especially because she is the daughter of Huawei’s famous founder and chief executive, Ren Zhengfei, a former People’s Liberation Army officer who turned his small telecommunications firm into a national champion.
In January 2019, the Justice Department indicted Huawei and Ms. Meng. While the charges focused on bank and wire fraud, in announcing the indictment, the Justice Department alleged that Huawei employees, including Ms. Meng, lied to bank officials when asked about whether Huawei was unlawfully engaged in business with Iran, knowing that U.S. sanctions on Tehran would prevent the banks from financing the sale.
The charges were narrow, but they underscored efforts, going back to the Obama administration, to directly link Huawei with the Chinese government. For a decade, American officials have suspected that the company worked to advance Beijing’s economic and political ambitions while undermining American interests. But they have never been able to truly prove that link, even after the National Security Agency pierced Huawei’s servers in a failed effort to do so.
The agreement to drop the charges against Ms. Meng, laid out in a court appearance in Brooklyn, did not explicitly include the release of the Canadians.
China had detained the former diplomat Michael Kovrig and the businessman Michael Spavor soon after Ms. Meng’s arrest, in what has been widely viewed in Canada as hostage diplomacy. China had denied they were connected. Last month, a court in northeastern China, where Mr. Spavor has lived, sentenced him to 11 years in prison after declaring him guilty of spying.
Their release could provide a lift to Prime Minister Justin Trudeau of Canada, who was re-elected this week with a minority government after calling an unpopular snap election. Mr. Trudeau’s inability to secure their freedom had cast a shadow over his premiership.
Perhaps coincidentally, on the same day as Ms. Meng’s appearance in Brooklyn, Chinese police in the tropical island province of Hainan detained the top two executives of HNA Group, a Chinese conglomerate that controls an airline and logistics businesses. One of the executives, Tan Xiangdong, appears to be a U.S. citizen, according to personal information about him that HNA provided in a filing to Hong Kong regulators in 2019 that included a U.S. passport number.
Throughout her extradition hearing in Canada, Ms. Meng’s defense team professed her innocence. They argued that Mr. Trump had politicized her case and that her rights had been breached when she was arrested in Vancouver. At one point, Mr. Trump did suggest he might send Ms. Meng back to China if he got a good enough trade deal — undercutting the Justice Department’s efforts in arguing that the prosecution was about the rule of law, not negotiating leverage.
Ms. Meng appeared by videoconference for the hearing on Friday in federal court. She smiled and nodded in response to a reading of charges.
Prosecutors said that under the deferred prosecution agreement, the Justice Department would withdraw its extradition request to the Canadian authorities, clearing the way for her release provided that she adhered to the agreement’s terms. They said that the charges would be dropped on Dec. 1, 2022.
In an interview, Michelle Lebin, a member of Ms. Meng’s defense team, said she was very pleased that “Ms. Meng is free to go home and be with her family.”
David E. Sanger and Katie Benner reported from Washington, and Dan Bilefsky from Montreal. Alan Rappeport, Michael Forsythe, Keith Bradsher and Ian Austen contributed reporting.
David E. Sanger and Katie Benner reported from Washington, and Dan Bilefsky from Montreal. Alan Rappeport, Michael Forsythe, Keith Bradsher and Ian Austen contributed reporting. 
PHOTO: Meng Wanzhou, the chief financial officer at Huawei, has been out on bail but confined to her Vancouver homes for three years. (PHOTOGRAPH BY DARRYL DYCK/THE CANADIAN PRESS, VIA ASSOCIATED PRESS) (A6)
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