 Key Informant Interview Guide: Antibiotic Prescribing Behaviors of Frontline Health Workers in Primary Health Care Facilities in Cross River State

 Introduction
1. Introduction and Purpose
   - Introduce yourself and the research study.
   - Explain the purpose of the interview.
   - Assure confidentiality and anonymity.
   - Obtain informed consent to record the interview.
 
 Background Information
2. Personal and Professional Background
   - Can you please introduce yourself and describe your professional background?
   - How long have you been working in this facility?
   - What is your current role and responsibilities?

 Understanding Antibiotic Prescribing
3. Knowledge and Attitudes
   - What do you understand by antibiotic resistance?
   - How do you stay updated on guidelines for antibiotic prescribing?
   - What are your attitudes towards antibiotic prescribing?

4. Training and Guidelines
   - Have you received any formal training on antibiotic prescribing? If so, can you describe it?
   - Are there any specific guidelines or protocols for antibiotic prescribing in your facility?
 Factors Influencing Prescribing Behaviors
5. Patient Factors
   - How do patient demands or expectations influence your prescribing decisions?
   - Can you describe any common misconceptions patients have about antibiotics?

6. Clinical Factors
   - What clinical factors do you consider when deciding to prescribe antibiotics?
   - How do you handle cases of uncertain diagnosis where antibiotics might be considered?

7. Institutional Factors
   - Are there any institutional policies or practices that affect your antibiotic prescribing behavior?
   - How does the availability of antibiotics in your facility impact your prescribing decisions?

8. External Influences
   - How do pharmaceutical representatives or promotions influence your prescribing behavior, if at all?
   - Are there any community (such as patent medicine vendors ) or cultural factors ( such as the use of traditional  or herbal remedies )that impact antibiotic use and prescribing practices?

 Challenges and Barriers
9. Challenges
   - What challenges do you face in prescribing antibiotics appropriately?
   - Can you provide examples of situations where you found it difficult to follow prescribing guidelines?
10. Barriers
    - Are there any s barriers that hinder appropriate antibiotic prescribing in your facility?
    - What barriers do you think could be addressed to improve antibiotic prescribing practices?

 Interventions and Improvements
11. Suggestions for Improvement
    - What interventions do you think could help improve antibiotic prescribing practices in your facility?
    - How can training and support for health workers be improved to promote appropriate antibiotic use?
12. Policy Recommendations
    - Are there any policy changes you would recommend to better manage antibiotic prescribing and resistance?

 Closing
13. Final Thoughts
    - Is there anything else you would like to add or any other insights you think are important for this study?

14. Thank You
    - Thank the interviewee for their time and valuable insights.
    - Reiterate the confidentiality of the information shared and how it will be used in the research.

 Follow-Up
15. Contact Information
    - Provide your contact information in case the interviewee has any further questions or thoughts after the interview.


