Editorial Board, Environmental Science and Pollution Research
Dear Editor,
Thank you very much for your email and for giving us the opportunity to revise our manuscript entitled "Machine Learning and Citizen Science for Catchment-Scale Water-Quality Assessment."
In accordance with the journal's request, we have carefully revised the manuscript and addressed the required changes.
Specifically:
· We have reviewed and updated the reference list to improve its accuracy, relevance, and consistency with the journal's formatting requirements.
· Several references that were found to be duplicated or less directly relevant to the manuscript have been removed.
· These references were replaced with more appropriate publications that better support the corresponding statements in the manuscript while maintaining the scientific integrity of our work.
· All corresponding in-text citations were revised accordingly to ensure consistency between the manuscript and the reference list.
In addition, we have prepared and uploaded a point-by-point Response to Reviewers/Editors' Comments, as requested, as supplementary material with the revised submission.
We sincerely appreciate the time and effort of the editorial office in handling our manuscript. We hope that the revised version now meets the journal's requirements, and we look forward to your further consideration.
Thank you very much for your time and consideration.
Yours sincerely,
On behalf of all authors
Prof. Steven Loiselle
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AI 生成的内容可能不正确。]




Response to Editors' Comments
Editor's Comment 1: the bibliography must be re-checked. Please make sure that all references in the bibliography are well cited in the text and that all references cited in the text are well mentioned in the bibliography.
Response: Thank you for your comment. We carefully reviewed the revised manuscript and updated the reference list. Several references that were duplicated or less relevant were removed and replaced with more appropriate references. Corresponding in-text citations have also been revised to ensure consistency throughout the manuscript.
References have been removed:
IBM Research, 2025. What is Random Forest? IBM Think. Available at: https://www.ibm.com/think/topics/random-forest (Accessed 15 November 2025).
Kong, Y., Wang, J., Zhao, Y., Yang, M. and Han, J., 2018. A deep neural network model using random forest to improve stability of feature importance. Scientific Reports, 8, pp.1–10. Available at: https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-018-34833-6
Mutuku, E., et al., 2015. Effect of anthropogenic activities on the water quality of Amala and Nyangores tributaries of River Mara in Kenya. International Journal of Water Resources Development, 32(4), pp.537–550. https://doi.org/10.1080/07900627.2015.1095180
Worldwide Fund for Nature (WWF), 2019. Importance of a healthy, free-flowing Mara River to the society and economy of Kenya and Tanzania. Available at: https://wwfke.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/mara-river-economy-of-kenya-and-tanzania--print-copy.pdf (Accessed 15 November 2025).
Reference has been added:
Nyairo, W.N., Owuor, P.O. and Kengara, F.O., 2015. Effect of anthropogenic activities on the water quality of Amala and Nyangores tributaries of River Mara in Kenya. Environmental monitoring and assessment, 187(11), p.691.
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