Sorting out Core Elements of Research Interviews

I. Region A1

Viewpoint 1: Establish categories of serious offences ineligible for record‑sealing with reference to the provisions on commutation of sentence and parole.

Viewpoint 2: Criminal records for serious violent offences including intentional homicide, rape, robbery, kidnapping, arson, explosion, and dangerous substance discharge, as well as high‑risk offences such as crimes endangering state security, corruption and bribery, and terrorist offences, shall not be sealed.

Viewpoint 3: Criminal record‑sealing is recommended to apply only to negligent offences, and intentional offences shall be excluded.

Viewpoint 4: Conduct scientific assessment of offenders’ recidivism risk; records shall not be sealed for offenders with high recidivism risk.

Viewpoint 5: Cautious application of the criminal record‑sealing system shall be adopted for telecom‑network fraud, an offence featuring strong professionalism, intense public outcry, high investigation and evidence‑collection difficulty, severe social harm, and a low rate of heavy sentencing.

Viewpoint 6: Record‑sealing shall be prohibited for offenders who have received disciplinary penalties above reprimand or solitary confinement during imprisonment.

Viewpoint 7: Record‑sealing is not recommended for offences with high addictive propensity and high recidivism potential, such as fraud and sexual offences.

II. Region A2

Viewpoint 1: Full consideration shall be given to opinions of victims and their close relatives. Record‑sealing shall be implemented prudently where victims or their close relatives strongly oppose it.

Viewpoint 2: Record‑sealing shall be firmly excluded for offenders with high recidivism potential, such as recidivists and habitual offenders.

Viewpoint 3: Criminal record‑sealing shall be excluded for three categories of offences: crimes endangering state security, organized‑crime offences, and terrorist offences.

Viewpoint 4: Record‑sealing is inappropriate for serious violent offences, crimes endangering state security, terrorist offences, gang‑related drug offences, recidivists and repeat offenders.

III. Region A3

Viewpoint 1: Cases triable by intermediate people’s courts such as crimes endangering state security, terrorist offences, and offences committed by criminal syndicates, as well as offences involving minors aged 14 and above including intentional homicide, rape, robbery, kidnapping, arson, explosion, and dangerous substance discharge, shall not fall within the scope of record‑sealing. Recidivists, habitual offenders, professional offenders, and principal members of criminal groups shall also be excluded. In addition, a catch‑all clause is proposed: “offences with egregious circumstances, substantial personal dangerousness, or other circumstances inappropriate for record‑sealing”, so as to reserve discretionary space for judicial adjudication.

Viewpoint 2: Record‑sealing shall be excluded for serious offences endangering state security and public security, robbery, homicide, kidnapping, terrorist offences, syndicate‑related drug offences, sexual offences against minors and other serious violent offences, as well as recidivists, repeat offenders and habitual offenders.

Viewpoint 3: Record‑sealing shall not apply to grave offences such as crimes endangering state security, terrorist offences, offences committed by criminal syndicates, and serious violent offences.

Viewpoint 4: Offences with substantial social harm including crimes endangering state security, organized offences, drug‑related offences, cult‑related offences, sexual offences, and duty crimes shall be excluded from record‑sealing.

IV. Region A4 & A5

Crimes endangering state security, terrorist offences, gang‑related offences, and the eight categories of serious offences (intentional homicide, intentional injury resulting in death …) must be excluded.

V. Region A6

Exclude the application of record‑sealing to serious violent offences including crimes endangering state security, terrorist offences, offences committed by criminal syndicates and drug‑related offences, as well as recidivists.

VI. Region A7

Viewpoint 1: Recidivists and habitual offenders are proposed to be excluded.

Viewpoint 2: Serious violent offences including crimes endangering state security, gang‑related offences, intentional homicide and rape, as well as drug‑related offences, shall in principle not be sealed regardless of the imposed sentence.

Viewpoint 3: Intra‑family offences shall also in principle be excluded from record‑sealing; meanwhile, multi‑dimensional measures shall be taken to protect victims’ rights and interests.

Viewpoint 4: Sexual offences, in particular sexual offences against minors, shall be excluded from criminal record‑sealing.

Viewpoint 5: The necessity of record‑sealing shall be assessed with priority for perpetrators with strong violent tendencies, criminal rationality or special criminal paraphilias.

VII. Region A8

Viewpoint 1: Exclude recidivists, habitual offenders, repeat offenders, principal offenders in joint crimes, and offences characterised by vile nature, cruel means and far‑reaching social influence.

Viewpoint 2: Record‑sealing shall not or should not apply to eight categories of serious violent offences specified in the Criminal Law: intentional homicide, intentional injury, rape, robbery, drug trafficking, arson, explosion, and dangerous substance discharge, together with terrorist offences, offences committed by criminal syndicates, organized offences, drug‑related offences, sexual offences and duty crimes.

Viewpoint 3: Negligent homicide and other serious negligent offences shall also be excluded.

VIII. Region A9

Viewpoint 1: Cases severely undermining social and political security, such as crimes endangering state security, terrorist offences and offences committed by criminal syndicates, are inappropriate for record‑sealing.

Viewpoint 2: Serious violent offences including intentional homicide, rape and intentional injury shall be excluded from the record‑sealing system.

Viewpoint 3: Sexual offences, especially cases of sexual offences against minors featuring high recidivism risk and extreme social harmfulness, shall not be sealed.

Viewpoint 4: Persons with high recidivism potential such as recidivists and habitual offenders shall not benefit from record‑sealing.

Viewpoint 5: Perpetrators with substantial personal dangerousness, violent tendencies or special criminal paraphilias shall undergo risk assessment and be excluded from record‑sealing.

Viewpoint 6: Bribery in duty crimes, especially unit bribery, bears direct relevance to business‑environment fairness. Record‑sealing for such cases may impair public interests and shall therefore be disallowed.

Viewpoint 7: Although minors deserve special protection, some practical departments explicitly reject record‑sealing for cases carrying a sentence of over ten‑year imprisonment (e.g. robbery and rape against minors).

Viewpoint 8: For offences highly relevant to public security (e.g. dangerous driving, major food‑and‑drug safety incidents) with severe social harmfulness, blanket record‑sealing shall not be adopted.

IX. Region A10

Exclude persons who resist reformation during imprisonment, recidivists, habitual offenders, inveterate offenders, professional offenders, and perpetrators of sexual offences from the application of record‑sealing.



