Summary:

1. Why is this study needed?
· Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) is a growing phenomenon around the world. Yet, limited research explored the nature of communication around cancer patients who receive TCM care in the Chinese context.
2. What is the key problem/issue/question this manuscript addresses?
· If TCM practitioners with no adequate knowledge in understanding the needs and communication issues around patients with cancer, in particular those who simultaneously receive conventional medicine, it will lead to better quality of care and result better clinical outcomes such as high patient satisfaction and compliance with treatments. To fill in this gap, this study aims to explore the nature communication of cancer patients in Hong Kong who receive TCM treatment in addition to conventional medicine.
3. What is the main point of your study?
· TCM practitioners exchange medical information with patients in ways that allow them to construct an interpersonal relationship with their patients, which leads to better clinical outcomes and higher patient satisfaction as a result. 
4. What are your main results and what do they mean?
· The findings of this study can shed light to inform priorities in communication when caring for patients who opt for TCM care in addition to standard treatments, and to provide useful information for developing future clinical research of providing integrated approach between TCM and conventional medicine in treating cancer patients. 

