Table S1. Reliable change classification across the full published range of the within-subject coefficient of variation
	Within-subject CV
	Reliable change threshold
	n exceeding threshold
	Proportion
	Difference from nominal rate

	0.11
	28.4%
	233
	52.7%
	−1.6 pp

	0.15
	35.3%
	200
	45.2%
	+5.9 pp

	0.20
	43.2%
	164
	37.1%
	+14.0 pp

	0.25
	50.2%
	135
	30.5%
	+20.6 pp

	0.30
	56.2%
	103
	23.3%
	+27.8 pp

	0.35
	61.4%
	79
	17.9%
	+33.2 pp

	0.41
	66.8%
	69
	15.6%
	+35.5 pp

	0.50
	73.2%
	47
	10.6%
	+40.5 pp

	0.59
	78.2%
	38
	8.6%
	+42.5 pp

	0.70
	82.7%
	29
	6.6%
	+44.5 pp

	0.80
	85.8%
	24
	5.4%
	+45.7 pp

	0.89
	88.0%
	19
	4.3%
	+46.8 pp


Note: The reliable change index is calculated on the log scale from the within-subject and analytical coefficients of variation. The published range of the within-subject coefficient (0.11 to 0.89) was swept in steps of 0.01; selected values are shown. The nominal response rate under the pre-specified 30% threshold is 51.1%. CV, coefficient of variation.

Table S2. Sensitivity analyses under alternative response definitions and subgroup restrictions
	Class
	Scenario
	n
	Responders
	Response rate
	RCI-adjusted rate
	Median change

	Primary
	Primary analysis (≥30% decrease, LLOD-floored)
	442
	226
	51.1%
	15.6%
	−31.4%

	Alternative definition
	Threshold raised to ≥50% decrease
	442
	137
	31.0%
	15.6%
	−31.4%

	Alternative definition
	Reliable change adjusted (CV_I = 0.41)
	442
	69
	15.6%
	15.6%
	−31.4%

	Subgroup
	Excluding rheumatoid disease or malignancy
	406
	212
	52.2%
	15.5%
	−32.0%

	Subgroup
	Re-measurement interval ≤ 90 days
	222
	112
	50.5%
	14.0%
	−30.8%

	Subgroup
	Re-measurement interval 91–365 days
	191
	97
	50.8%
	16.2%
	−31.3%

	Subgroup
	Re-measurement interval ≤ 365 days
	413
	209
	50.6%
	15.0%
	−30.9%

	Subgroup
	Baseline CRP ≥ 2 mg/L
	394
	212
	53.8%
	17.5%
	−33.2%

	Subgroup
	Excluding diabetes
	285
	136
	47.7%
	13.0%
	−28.3%

	Subgroup
	Excluding values at the limit of detection
	420
	211
	50.2%
	14.8%
	−30.3%

	Subgroup
	eGFR recomputed from creatinine ≥ 30
	441
	226
	51.2%
	15.6%
	−31.5%


Note: Response rate applies the pre-specified definition of a relative CRP decrease of at least 30%, except where an alternative definition is stated. The RCI-adjusted rate is the proportion whose change exceeded the reliable change threshold of a 66.8% decrease. CV_I, within-subject coefficient of variation; LLOD, limit of detection; RCI, reliable change index.

Table S3. Influence of extreme observations on the multivariable model
	Variable
	Full cohort OR (95% CI)
	P
	After trimming OR (95% CI)
	P
	Changed significance

	ln(baseline CRP)
	1.987 (1.617–2.441)
	0.000
	2.000 (1.610–2.484)
	0.000
	No

	Diabetes
	1.613 (1.019–2.552)
	0.041
	1.449 (0.904–2.324)
	0.124
	Yes

	Dyslipidaemia
	0.551 (0.345–0.880)
	0.013
	0.541 (0.334–0.875)
	0.012
	No

	HDL-C
	1.995 (0.927–4.291)
	0.077
	1.906 (0.733–4.953)
	0.186
	No

	Uric acid
	0.998 (0.996–1.000)
	0.043
	0.998 (0.996–1.000)
	0.041
	No

	Multivessel disease
	0.290 (0.145–0.578)
	0.000
	0.303 (0.151–0.611)
	0.001
	No

	CKD
	0.381 (0.172–0.843)
	0.017
	0.355 (0.154–0.820)
	0.015
	No

	Chronic liver disease
	0.450 (0.218–0.930)
	0.031
	0.478 (0.228–1.002)
	0.051
	Yes

	Antiplatelet therapy
	1.843 (0.927–3.662)
	0.081
	1.465 (0.719–2.983)
	0.293
	No

	CRP re-measurement interval
	1.001 (1.000–1.003)
	0.137
	1.002 (1.000–1.004)
	0.047
	Yes


Note: The model was refitted after trimming the outer 1% of each of the four continuous predictors, leaving 404 of 435 complete cases. OR, odds ratio; CI, confidence interval. Antiplatelet therapy denotes aspirin or indobufen; CKD, chronic kidney disease.

Table S4. Analysis with follow-up CRP as the outcome and baseline CRP as a covariate
	Covariate
	Coefficient
	95% CI
	P (follow-up CRP outcome)
	P (relative change outcome)

	Diabetes
	−0.101
	−0.253 to 0.050
	0.188
	0.041

	Dyslipidaemia
	+0.056
	−0.097 to 0.209
	0.473
	0.013

	HDL-C
	−0.208
	−0.456 to 0.039
	0.099
	0.077

	Uric acid
	+0.001
	0.000 to 0.001
	0.022
	0.043

	Multivessel disease
	+0.211
	−0.002 to 0.424
	0.052
	0.000

	CKD
	+0.213
	−0.036 to 0.462
	0.093
	0.017

	Chronic liver disease
	+0.148
	−0.084 to 0.379
	0.210
	0.031

	Antiplatelet therapy
	−0.108
	−0.338 to 0.122
	0.358
	0.081

	CRP re-measurement interval
	−0.000
	−0.001 to −0.000
	0.038
	0.137


Note: Ordinary least squares regression of follow-up log CRP on baseline log CRP and the listed covariates, in 435 complete cases. This specification removes the arithmetic coupling between the relative-change outcome and the baseline value. P values from the logistic model on the relative-change outcome are shown for comparison. CI, confidence interval. Antiplatelet therapy denotes aspirin or indobufen; CKD, chronic kidney disease.

Table S5. Concordance between blood-count-derived indices and CRP-defined response
	Index
	Spearman ρ
	P
	Bonferroni P
	Significant after correction
	AUC (95% CI)
	Youden cut-point
	Sensitivity
	Specificity
	Cohen's κ
	Agreement

	NLR (primary)
	0.171
	<0.001
	0.001
	Yes
	0.590 (0.537–0.638)
	-31.9%
	0.412
	0.810
	0.220
	60.6%

	PLR
	0.106
	0.025
	0.101
	No
	0.552 (0.498–0.604)
	-24.4%
	0.230
	0.917
	0.144
	56.6%

	SII
	0.174
	<0.001
	<0.001
	Yes
	0.591 (0.539–0.644)
	-40.4%
	0.358
	0.843
	0.199
	59.5%

	SIRI
	0.127
	0.007
	0.030
	Yes
	0.567 (0.512–0.618)
	-57.3%
	0.350
	0.806
	0.153
	57.2%


Note: Spearman ρ describes the correlation between the relative change in each index and the relative change in CRP. AUC describes discrimination of CRP-defined response, with confidence intervals from 1000 bootstrap resamples. The Youden cut-point maximises sensitivity plus specificity, and Cohen's κ compares the resulting classification with CRP-defined response. Bonferroni correction multiplies the raw P value by four (corrected alpha 0.0125). NLR was pre-specified as the primary index. AUC, area under the curve; CI, confidence interval; NLR, neutrophil-to-lymphocyte ratio; PLR, platelet-to-lymphocyte ratio; SII, systemic immune-inflammation index; SIRI, systemic inflammation response index.


