
	 
	Inclusion criteria 
	Exclusion criteria 

	Population
	Studies reporting South Asian patients with T2DM and other ethnicities for comparison. 
Only Adults >= 18 years old
	Studies with unspecified ethnicity or excluding South Asian patients. Patients <18 years old

	Intervention 
	Studies examining initiation and intensification of glucose-lowering medications.
Studies comparing the use of older generation T2DM medication vs newer generation medication
	Studies with no assessment of medication initiation or intensification 
Studies focusing only on treatment outcomes.
Studies focusing on non-pharmacological interventions (e.g., lifestyle changes, dietary interventions)

	Comparison
	South Asians vs. other ethnicities 
	Studies without direct comparison of South Asian vs. other ethnicities 

	Outcome measures 
	Proportion of South Asian patients vs. other ethnicities initiating and intensifying T2DM medication
Time to initiation and intensification of T2DM medication following diagnosis.
Prescription rates of types of T2DM medications (older vs. newer generation) among South Asian patients vs. other ethnicities.
Development of diabetes-related complications 
	Studies that do not report ethnic disparities in medication initiation and intensification or,
Studies that do not report ethnic disparities in the type of medication used (older vs. newer generation medication)
Studies focusing solely on long-term diabetes complications without addressing initial medication choice.

	Study Design
	Observational studies, including cohort and cross-sectional studies.
Randomized controlled trials (RCTs).
Studies with robust statistical analysis comparing medication initiation rates.
 
	Case reports, editorials, commentaries, and reviews, clinical trials, conference abstracts, posters.
Studies not in English
Studies without a clear methodology for comparing ethnic disparities in medication initiation.
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