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Figure D. School Dropout and Completion by Race
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Figure D. School Dropout / Completion by Race
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Sources: US - National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), status dropout rate, Digest of Education Statistics, selected years 1972-2022.

SA - Department of Basic Education, National Senior Certificate (NSC) examination results, selected years 2000-2025; ActionSA analysis of Grade 10-12 cohort
throughput (2026) for the 2025 estimate. The gap between the headline pass rate (among those who sat the exam) and the cohort throughput rate
illustrates that a rising pass rate can mask substantial dropout earlier in the schooling pipeline — the developmental-bias dynamic discussed in the paper.
Note: Adult functional literacy in South Africa (StatsSA-derived compilation, 2000-2025) shows a similar pattern: White and Indian/Asian adults consistently
near 95-100%, Black African adults lowest though narrowing slowly, and Census 2022 confirms Black African and Coloured populations are disproportionately
concentrated at the secondary (non-completing) level rather than post-secondary attainment.
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Key moral paradox

Color-blind/race neutral
approach

Rooted in liberal individualism
and formal equality; aims to
treat everyone identically
regardless of race (Barry, 2002;
Sowell, 2004).

Justice = equal treatment before
the law; racial preference
violates impartiality and merit
(Benatar, 2008; Thernstrom &
Thernstrom, 1999).
Discrimination is episodic and
declining; market and legal
equality will self-correct
disparities (Loury, C. (1977;
Sowell, 2019)

Universal, class-based, or
socioeconomic targeting; formal
nondiscrimination statutes.

Upholds neutrality; avoids
reifying race; politically popular
in divided societies.

Ignores history; preserves
structural inequity; converts
privilege into “neutrality.”
Formal equality may perpetuate
inequality.

Race-conscious/Affirmative
Action approach

Grounded in corrective and
distributive justice; recognizes
structural inequity and seeks
substantive equality (Rawls,
1999; Fraser, 2008).

Justice = elimination of the
conditions that reproduce racial
disadvantage; faimess may
require differential treatment
(Dworkin, 1985; Loury, 2001).
Inequality is structural and self-
reinforcing; markets and law
reproduce stigma and
“development bias.” (Bowles,
Loury, & Sethi, 2007; Bhorat,
H., Naidoo, K., & Pillay, K.
(2016)

Targeted redress through quotas,
preferences, or developmental
investments (AA, BEE, Set-
asides).

Accelerates integration;
acknowledges history; promotes
visibility and role models.
Risks elite capture; may
entrench racial categories;
administratively complex.
Substantive equality may appear
unequal in form.
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Figure A. Wealth Distribution by Race

A. United States
Median household wealth ratio by race, 1989-2022
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B. South Africa
Median household wealth by race
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Sources: US - Federal Reserve Board, Survey of Consumer Finances (1989-2007 figures in 2022 dollars; 2019 and 2022 figures as reported).

SA - Chelwa, G., Maboshe, M., & Hamilton, D. (2024). The racial wealth gap in South Africa and the United States. Review of Political Economy, 36(2), 423-440.
Note: The SA wealth gap (=19.5x) is substantially larger than the income gap (=4.7x, StatsSA IES 2022/23), consistent with this paper's argument that wealth
captures accumulated developmental disadvantage more fully than current income. Chelwa et al. also report the gap widens further at higher education
levels and income quintiles — e.g., among tertiary-educated household heads, White median wealth exceeds R1.8 million versus a small fraction for Black househalds.
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Figure B. Poverty Rate by Race

A. United States
Official poverty rate by race, 1959-2023
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Sources: US - US Census Bureau, Current Population Survey (CPS ASEC), historical poverty tables.
SA - Statistics South Africa, Poverty Trends in South Africa: An examination of absolute poverty between 2006 and 2023 (Pretoria: StatsSA, 2025);
by-race snapshot cross-validated against PMBEJD Household Affordability Index (Oct. 2025). Poverty measured at the upper-bound poverty line (R2,635/person/month, 2023 prices).
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Figure C. Unemployment Rate by Race

A. United States
Unemployment rate by race, 1972-2024 (annual average)
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Sources: US - US Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Population Survey, annual average unemployment rate by race (FRED series LNU04000006 / LNU04000003).
SA - Statistics South Africa, Quarterly Labour Force Survey (QLFS), period averages 2000-2005 and 2023-2025 as compiled from StatsSA QLFS releases.
Cross-validated against a Q1 2024 spot estimate (Black African 36.9%, Coloured 23.0%, Indian/Asian 12.6%, White 9.2%; Africa Check analysis of QLFS Q1 2024).




