Additional file 1.
Study questionnaire: Prevalence, Knowledge, and Attitudes Regarding Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting Among Women in Mogadishu, Somalia.
Thank you for agreeing to participate in this study. All information you provide will be kept strictly confidential and used for academic research purposes only. Please tick (✓) the box that best applies to you.
Section A: Socio-Demographic Characteristics
1. Age (years):
☐ 15–24
☐ 25–34
☐ 35–44
☐ 45–49
2. Marital status:
☐ Single
☐ Married
☐ Divorced
☐ Widowed
3. Level of education:
☐ No formal education
☐ Primary
☐ Secondary
☐ College / University
4. Occupation:
☐ Housewife
☐ Business
☐ Government employee
☐ Student
☐ Other (specify): ______________________
5. How long have you lived in Mogadishu?
☐ Less than 1 year
☐ 1–5 years
☐ 6–10 years
☐ More than 10 years
Section B: Prevalence of FGM/C and Associated Complications
6. Have you personally undergone any form of FGM/C?
☐ Yes
☐ No
7. If yes, at what age was FGM/C performed on you?
☐ Below 5 years
☐ 5–10 years
☐ 11–15 years
☐ Above 15 years
8. If you underwent FGM/C, how would you describe what was done to you?
☐ A small part was cut or removed
☐ A larger portion was removed
☐ The opening was sewn or made narrower
☐ Something was done but I am not sure what
☐ I prefer not to say
☐ Not applicable
9. Have you experienced any of the following complications after FGM/C? (Tick all that apply)
☐ Severe pain or bleeding
☐ Wound infection
☐ Urinary problems
☐ Chronic pelvic pain
☐ Complications during childbirth
☐ Psychological distress
☐ None
☐ Other (specify): ______________________
10. Did you seek medical care for any FGM/C-related complication?
☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ Not applicable
Section C: Knowledge of Long-Term FGM/C Complications
11. What do you understand by FGM/C? (Select one)
☐ A cultural practice involving cutting of female genitalia
☐ A medical procedure
☐ A religious requirement
☐ I don't know
12. Are you aware that FGM/C can cause long-term health complications?
☐ Yes
☐ No
13. Which long-term complications do you associate with FGM/C? (Tick all that apply)
☐ Chronic pain
☐ Infertility
☐ Complications during childbirth
☐ Psychological trauma / PTSD
☐ Sexual dysfunction
☐ Increased risk of HIV
☐ Cysts or keloids
☐ None
☐ Don't know
☐ Other (specify): ______________________
14. Can FGM/C cause problems during childbirth (e.g., obstructed labour, excessive bleeding)?
☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ Not sure
15. Can FGM/C cause psychological effects such as anxiety, depression, or PTSD?
☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ Not sure
16. Is FGM/C associated with increased risk of HIV/AIDS transmission?
☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ Not sure
17. From where did you get information about FGM/C? (Tick all that apply)
☐ Family members
☐ Community elders
☐ Religious leaders
☐ Healthcare providers
☐ School / education
☐ Media (TV, radio, internet)
☐ Never received information
Section D: Attitudes Toward FGM/C
18. Social and community pressure is a main reason why FGM/C complications continue to go unreported or untreated among women in Mogadishu.
☐ Strongly agree
☐ Agree
☐ Neutral
☐ Disagree
☐ Strongly disagree
19. FGM/C is an important cultural tradition that must be preserved.
☐ Strongly agree
☐ Agree
☐ Neutral
☐ Disagree
☐ Strongly disagree
20. FGM/C should be abandoned because it causes serious health complications.
☐ Strongly agree
☐ Agree
☐ Neutral
☐ Disagree
☐ Strongly disagree
21. A girl who has not undergone FGM/C will face social rejection in my community.
☐ Strongly agree
☐ Agree
☐ Neutral
☐ Disagree
☐ Strongly disagree
22. I support efforts by the government and organizations to eliminate FGM/C.
☐ Strongly agree
☐ Agree
☐ Neutral
☐ Disagree
☐ Strongly disagree
23. If you have a daughter, would you subject her to FGM/C?
☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ Undecided
24. Do you think FGM/C can be reduced through community education and awareness?
☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ Not sure
25. In your view, who has the most influence on the decision to perform FGM/C? (Select one)
☐ Mother
☐ Father
☐ Grandparents
☐ Community elders
☐ Religious leaders
☐ Traditional birth attendant
☐ Peer pressure
End of questionnaire — thank you for your participation.
