	
	
	



Supplementary File 3: Overview of study characteristics
	Authors
	Title
	Country/Setting
	Methods
	Population
	Type of conversation

	Alarjeh et al., 2023 
	Communication and information sharing with pediatric patients including refugees with advanced cancer, their caregivers, and health care professionals in Jordan: a qualitative study
	Jordan, Hospital
	Qualitative interviews, thematic analysis
	n=25 children with advanced cancer, n= 15 family caregivers, n=12 healthcare professionals for children with advanced cancer
	Preferences and practices in communication and information sharing about physical, social, psychological and spiritual domains of palliative care

	Atout et al., 2019 
	The Practice of Mutual Protection in the Care of Children with Palliative Care Needs: A Multiple Qualitative Case Study Approach from Jordan
	Jordan, Hospital
	Collective qualitative case study, qualitative interviews and participant observation, cross-case theme analysis
	n= 15 cases comprised of a child with a non-oncological palliative condition and their most important carers (21 nurses,12 physicians,18 family caregivers)
	Practices in disclosing critical information to children with palliative care needs

	Bateman & Clair, 2015 
	Physician Religion and End-of-Life Pediatric Care: A Qualitative Examination of Physicians' Perspectives
	United States of America, Hospital
	Qualitative narrative interviews, grounded theory
	n=17 physicians 
	Pediatric end-of-life communication and decision making in relation to physician’s religion/spirituality

	Boss et al., 2008 
	Values parents apply to decision-making regarding delivery room resuscitation for high-risk newborns
	United States of America, Hospital
	Qualitative semi-structured interviews, content analysis 
	n= 26 mothers of deceased infants who died because of extreme prematurity
	Discussions and decision-making regarding deliver room resuscitation, including information, values and conversation style

	Cai et al., 2020
	Spiritual needs and communicating about death in nonreligious theistic families in pediatric palliative care: A qualitative study
	China, Hospital
	Qualitative semi-structured interviews, thematic analysis
	n= 16 parents whose child was diagnosed with cancer or whose deceased child received palliative care 
	Parental preferences for discussing death with terminally ill children

	Cho-Hee et al., 2022 
	Content Analysis of Multifaceted Needs for Improving the Quality of Pediatric Palliative Care Among Parents of Children With Life-threatening Conditions 
	South Korea, Hospital
	Qualitative semi-structured interviews, content analysis
	n= 13 mothers who care for a child with a life-threatening condition or were bereaved (n= 5 children with cancer, n=8 children with non-oncological diseases)
	Parental needs and preferences for ACP and palliative care conversations

	Contro et al., 2002 
	Family Perspectives on the Quality of Pediatric Palliative Care
	United States of America, Hospital
	Qualitative interviews, thematic analysis
	n=68 family caregivers of deceased children, n=28 oncological diseases, n= 4 cardiac, n=4 premature, n=8 other diagnoses; n=59 were English-speakers, n=9 were primarily Spanish speakers
	Needs and preferences for palliative care conversations including conversations about the future disease trajectory

	Davies et al., 2008 
	Barriers to Palliative Care for Children: Perceptions of Pediatric Health Care Providers
	United States of America, Hospital
	Cross sectional survey, Means ± SD for continuous; proportions for categorical data Pearson/Spearman correlations for assumptions; χ² for categorical or Mann–Whitney U for ordinal group comparisons
	n= 117 nurses and n= 81 physicians caring for seriously ill children
	Barriers to end-of-life care including barriers to communication about the end-of-life and palliative care

	Esmaili et al., 2018 
	Qualitative Analysis of Palliative Care for Pediatric Patients With Cancer at Bugando Medical Center: An Evaluation of Barriers to Providing End-of-Life Care in a Resource-Limited Setting
	Tanzania, Hospital
	Qualitative semi-structured interviews, content analysis 
	n=20 family caregivers and n= 14 healthcare professionals for children with cancer
	Cultural barriers to communication in palliative care 

	Foldesi et al., 2022 
	Medical Communication during the Transition to Palliative Care in Pediatric Oncology in Hungary-The Parents' Perspective
	Hungary, Hospital
	Qualitative semi-structured interviews, interpretative phenomenological analysis
	n= 28 parents of deceased children with cancer
	Preferences for conversations around transitioning to palliative care 

	Gupta et al., 2010 
	When Disclosing a Serious Diagnosis to a Minor Conflicts With Family Values
	United States of America, Hospital
	Case study 
	Case study of an 11-year-old Indian child with leukemia
	Disclosure preferences for a child receiving palliative care

	Hatano et al., 2011 
	Shades of truth: cultural and psychological factors affecting communication in pediatric palliative care
	Japan, Hospital
	Case study 
	Case study of a 12-year-old Japanese child with advanced hepatoblastoma
	Disclosure preferences in conversations about palliative care

	Hexem et al., 2011
	How Parents of Children Receiving Pediatric Palliative Care Use Religion, Spirituality, or Life Philosophy in Tough Times
	United States of America, Hospital
	Qualitative interviews, thematic analysis using grounded theory
	n= 64 parents with children receiving palliative care (n=7 cancer and n= 34 non-oncological)
	Practices regarding religious beliefs and values during decision making in palliative care

	Jessop & Phelan, 2022 
	Health-care workers' understanding of and barriers to palliative care services to Aboriginal children with cancer
	Australia, Hospital
	Cross sectional survey, descriptive statistics for quantitative responses; descriptive content analysis for qualitative responses
	n= 34 healthcare professionals providing palliative care to children with cancer
	Practices and barriers in palliative communication 

	Kato et al., 2004 
	Home-based palliative care for children with cancer in Japan, present issues and future prospects
	Japan, Hospital
	Case study 
	Case study of a 6-year-old Japanese child with pontine glioma
	Preferences for disclosure of diagnosis and prognosis to a child with palliative care needs

	Kurtz et al., 2012 
	God can still save my granddaughter: The role of spirituality in ethical decision-making for a critically ill neonate
	United States of America, Hospital
	Case study 
	Case study of a 34-week-old African-American neonate with a cytomegalovirus infection
	Communication and decision making in palliative care in relation to spirituality and authority

	Laronne et al., 2021  
	"Some things are even worse than telling a child he is going to die": Pediatric oncology healthcare professionals perspectives on communicating with children about cancer and end of life
	Israel, Hospital
	Qualitative semi-structured interviews, grounded theory
	n= 46 healthcare professionals for children with cancer
	Communication about disease progression and end-of-life

	Mack et al., 2020 
	Racial and Ethnic Differences in Communication and Care for Children With Advanced Cancer
	United States of America, Hospital
	Survey in a prospective cohort study, descriptive statistics; chi-square/t-test; logistic regression comparing white non-Hispanic vs minority parents
	n= 95 parents of children with neuroblastomas
	Conversation practices in palliative care including prognosis, goals of care and intent of current treatment

	Nafratilova et al., 2018 
	Still Hoping for a Miracle: Parents' Experiences in Caring for their Child with Cancer Under Palliative Care
	Indonesia, Home-based palliative care
	Qualitative interviews, phenomenological analysis using the Colazzi method
	n=10 parents with a child receiving palliative care for cancer
	Preferences for conversation in palliative care in relation to religious beliefs

	Seth et al., 2010 
	Communication to Pediatric Cancer Patients and their Families: A Cultural Perspective
	India, Hospice and Hospital
	Cross sectional survey, Descriptive statistics; qualitative interpretation
	n= 25 parents of children with acute lymphoblastic leukemia
	Preferences for conversations about palliative care and decision-making

	Suurmond et al., 2017 
	Towards culturally competent paediatric oncology care. A qualitative study from the perspective of care providers
	The Netherlands, Hospital
	Qualitative semi-structured interviews, thematic content analysis
	n= 25 healthcare professionals from pediatric oncology wards
	Barriers and practices in palliative care conversations 

	Thienprayoon et al., 2016 
	Perceptions of the Pediatric Hospice Experience among English- and Spanish-Speaking Families
	United States of America, Hospice
	Qualitative interviews, thematic content analysis
	n= 34 family caregivers to children with cancer
	Communication practices and preferences in conversations about palliative care

	Treat & Macauley, 2023 
	Congruent Communication: Addressing Culture and Care for a Seriously Ill Rohingya Infant
	United States of America, Hospital
	Case study 
	Case study of 36-week-old infant from a Rohingya family with congenital brain malformations
	Challenges in conversations about palliative care

	Trill & Kovalcik, 1997 
	The child with cancer. Influence of culture on truth-telling and patient care
	United States of America, Hospital
	Multiple case study report
	7 case studies on children with oncologic conditions from Caribbean, Southern European, Eastern European and Latino backgrounds
	Preferences and practices in palliative care conversations, including disclosure preferences

	Yoshida et al., 2014 
	Barriers of healthcare providers against end-of-life discussions with pediatric cancer patients
	Japan, Hospital
	Qualitative interviews, KJ method for data analysis
	n=10 healthcare professionals in pediatrics, oncology and ethics
	Barriers to  end-of-life conversations

	Yoshida et al., 2018 
	Japanese physicians' attitudes toward end-of-life discussion with pediatric patients with cancer
	Japan, Hospital
	Cross sectional survey, descriptive statistics; univariate and multivariate logistic regression
	n= 127 pediatricians for children with cancer
	Healthcare providers’ preferences for end-of-life conversations

	Yotani et al., 2020 
	Withholding and withdrawal of life-sustaining treatments for neonate in Japan: Are hospital practices associated with physicians' beliefs, practices, or perceived barriers?
	Japan, Hospital
	Cross sectional survey, descriptive statistics; Pearson χ² for group comparisons; dichotomization of Likert responses
	n= 572 neonatologists  
	Barriers and practices for ACP




	
	
	



