Additional files
Additional file 1 - The word document version of Qualtrics survey questionnaire
PrEP Position:
UK Longer-Acting PrEP Preference Study Survey

[bookmark: _Hlk198113918]Section A: PrEP interest, understanding & use
1. Are you interested in learning more about PrEP which stands for Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis)? (Select one choice)

	Yes
	
	Other please describe
	

	No
	
	
	




2. [bookmark: _Hlk198113946]Before starting the survey, how familiar were you with PrEP? (Select one choice)

	 I am very familiar with PrEP.
	
	[bookmark: _Hlk198117602] I have never heard of PrEP before.
	

	I have heard of PrEP, but I don't know much about it.
	
	
	




[Participants who answer, ‘I am very familiar with PrEP’ to question 2 will answer 2a.]  

· 2a. Do you know where to get PrEP from? (Select one choice)

	Yes
	
	Other please describe
	

	No
	
	
	



[Participants who answer, ‘I am very familiar with PrEP’ to question 2 will answer 2b.]  

· 2b. Have you ever used or are you currently using PrEP? (Select one choice)

	Yes, currently using PrEP
	
	[bookmark: _Hlk200527140]No, I have never used PrEP
	

	Yes, I have used PrEP in the past but am not currently using it
	
	
	




[Participants who answer ' Yes, currently using PrEP’ or ‘Yes, I have used PrEP in the past but am not currently using it’ to question 2b will now answer the following questions in Section B.]   

[Participants who answer ' No, I have never used PrEP’ to question 2b will go directly to answer the questions in Section C.]   

Section B: PrEP Use
 
1. Imagine that a long-lasting PrEP injection (to take at every few months) became available. How interested would you be in using this form of PrEP?
	Very interested 
	 
	Not at all interested 
	 

	Somewhat interested 
	 
	           Unsure
	 

	Not very interested
	 
	Prefer not to say
	 



[Participants who answer, ‘Very interested’, ‘Somewhat interested’ or ‘Unsure’ to question 1 will proceed to answer question 1a.]  
· 1a. How often would you prefer to have an injection? (Select one choice)
	Twice a year
	 
	Unsure
	 

	Every four months
	 
	Other (please specify)
	 

	Every two months
	 
	Prefer not to say
	 

	Not interested at all
	 
	 
	



[Participants who answer, ‘Very interested’, ‘Somewhat interested’ or ‘Unsure’ to question 1 will proceed to answer question 1b.]  
· 1b. Why might you prefer to use PrEP injections? (Select all that apply)

	
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	Neither agree/ disagree
	Agree
	Strongly Agree

	I prefer not having to remember to take a pill every day
	
	
	
	
	

	I prefer not having to remember to take a pill around the time I have sex
	
	
	
	
	

	A different method might better fit my routine 
	
	
	
	
	

	I prefer not having to carry pills with me
	
	
	
	
	

	I believe I would be more consistent with an injection every few months
	
	
	
	
	

	A different method might be easier to manage alongside my other medications 
	
	
	
	
	

	I hope for fewer side effects with an injection
	
	
	
	
	

	I like the idea of longer-acting protection
	
	
	
	
	

	A different method offers more discretion
	
	
	
	
	

	I would need more information to decide
	
	
	
	
	



[Participants who answer, ‘Very interested’, ‘Somewhat interested’ or ‘Unsure’ to question 1 will proceed to answer question 1c.]  
· 1c. Thinking about WHERE you might prefer to receive injectable PrEP, please indicate your level of preference for the following locations (if available): (Select all that apply)
	
	Least preferred
	Neutral
	Most preferred

	Your GP/Family Doctor
	
	
	

	Sexual Health Clinic (NHS)
	
	
	

	Community Health Centre
	
	
	

	Community Networks (e.g., Buyers Clubs)
	
	
	

	Private clinic
	
	
	

	Pharmacy
	
	
	

	Mobile Clinic/Outreach Service
	
	
	

	Community venues/ spaces (e.g., saunas and gyms) 
	
	
	

	Women’s health centre
	
	
	

	Emergency department
	
	
	

	Other (please specify):
	
	
	



[Participants who answer, ‘Very interested’, ‘Somewhat interested’ or ‘Unsure’ to question 1 will proceed to answer question 1d.]  

· 1d. Do you have any concerns about longer lasting  PrEP injections? (Select all that apply)
	
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	Neither agree/ disagree 
	Agree
	Strongly Agree

	I don’t like injections 
	
	
	
	
	

	I am concerned about potential challenges in accessing injections (e.g., cost, availability)
	
	
	
	
	

	I am concerned about how others might perceive me for taking PrEP
	
	
	
	
	

	I am concerned about the potential side effects of new medications
	
	
	
	
	

	I am concerned about interactions with other medications
	
	
	
	
	

	I believe my current HIV risk level does not require PrEP
	
	
	
	
	

	I am concerned about how long it stays in the body
	
	
	
	
	

	I prefer taking PrEP as a pill
	
	
	
	
	

	I prefer other methods of HIV prevention (e.g., condoms, U=U)
	
	
	
	
	

	I would like more information about PrEP injections
	
	
	
	
	



2. Is it important to you that there are multiple PrEP options available so people can switch between them as needed (e.g., daily pills, on demand pills, injections)? (Select one choice)
	Very important 
	
	Not important 
	

	Important
	
	Prefer not to say
	

	Not very important
	
	
	



3. In the future if available, I would be interested in taking PrEP as: (Select all that apply) 
	An implant 
	
	A single pill once a week
	

	A patch applied to the skin
	
	None of the above
	

	A single pill once a month
	
	Prefer not to say
	



4. [bookmark: _Hlk198115225]Please indicate your level of preference for receiving ORAL PrEP from the following locations: (Select all that apply)
	
	Least preferred
	Neutral
	Most preferred

	Your GP/Family Doctor
	
	
	

	Sexual Health Clinic (NHS)
	
	
	

	Community Health Centre
	
	
	

	Community Networks (e.g., Buyers Clubs)
	
	
	

	Private clinic
	
	
	

	Pharmacy
	
	
	

	Mobile Clinic/Outreach Service
	
	
	

	Community venues/ spaces (e.g., saunas and gyms) 
	
	
	

	Women’s health centre
	
	
	

	Emergency department
	
	
	

	Other (please specify):
	
	
	



[Participants who answer, I am very familiar with PrEP’ and ‘I have heard of PrEP, but I don't know much about it’ to Section A question 2 will answer the following questions in PART 2.]     
PART 2: PrEP experiences and use (all to answer):
From the lists below, please select any factors that could influence your decision or ability to access PrEP . (Choose all that apply):
Perceptions and Knowledge: Please rate the following statements based on your perception and knowledge about PrEP.
	
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	Neither agree/ disagree 
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Not applicable

	I think my HIV risk is too low to take PrEP
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I have enough information about PrEP
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I know reliable sources to find out more about PrEP
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I am aware of PrEP but prefer other methods of HIV prevention
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I do not need PrEP, my partner has an undetectable viral load
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I do not think PrEP is for people like me 
	
	
	
	
	
	



Social Aspects: Please rate the following statements about the social aspects of using or accessing PrEP.
	
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	Neither agree/
disagree 
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Not applicable

	My religious or spiritual beliefs positively support my sexual well-being
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I feel confident that taking  PrEP will not lead to stigma about my HIV status
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I discuss my sexual activity with my healthcare provider (HCP)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	I discuss HIV risk with my partner(s)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I prefer to keep discussions about my sexual practices private
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I feel supported by my partner(s) regarding taking PrEP 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I feel supported by my family regarding taking PrEP 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I feel supported by my community regarding taking PrEP 
	
	
	
	
	
	



Healthcare system experience: Please rate the following statements about your experiences in the healthcare system (by healthcare system we mean your experiences when attending clinics and hospitals in the NHS in the UK).
	
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	Neither agree/ disagree 
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Not applicable


	I have had good experiences in the healthcare system
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I generally trust the healthcare system
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I generally trust medicines prescribed by the clinic
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I feel my health concerns are taken seriously
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sexual health services suit people like me
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I have experienced racism in healthcare
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I have experienced homophobia in healthcare
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I have experienced prejudice based on gender identity in healthcare
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Healthcare providers (HCP) might think I am too young to take PrEP
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Healthcare providers (HCP) might think I am too old to take PrEP
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I asked for PrEP but was told I didn’t need it
	
	
	
	
	
	



Practical and logistical: Please rate the following statements about your practical experiences and the logistics of accessing PrEP.
	
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	Neither agree/ disagree 
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Not applicable  

	I can access PrEP easily
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I think accessing sexual health services could affect my immigration status 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I think discussing PrEP with my healthcare provider (HCP) will impact my access to other services 
 (e.g., gender affirming hormone therapy)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Information and services are available in my preferred language
	
	
	
	
	
	

	PrEP is free for me on the NHS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I feel comfortable with the potential side effects of PrEP
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I feel confident about the interaction of PrEP with my other medicines
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Accessing PrEP does not clash with my caregiving responsibilities
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sexual health clinics are accessible to me, considering my disability
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sexual health clinics are accessible to me, considering my neurodivergence
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I have a private place to store PrEP where I live
	
	
	
	
	
	




Receiving Support: Please rate the following statements about your experiences accessing support from others around HIV prevention and sexual health.
	
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	Neither agree/ disagree 
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Not applicable


	I am satisfied with the support I have received from healthcare providers
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I would like support networks with people who share similar experiences
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I would like more community-led initiatives
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I would like access to safe and welcoming places to discuss PrEP
	
	
	
	
	
	

	I would like social media spaces where I can talk about PrEP
	
	
	
	
	
	



[bookmark: _Hlk198216050]Information Access: Please rate the following statements about your experiences accessing information.
	
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	Neither agree/ disagree 
	Agree
	Strongly Agree
	Not applicable

	I am satisfied with the information I have received
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Information about sexual health and PrEP feels relevant to my community  
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Information about sexual health and PrEP feels relevant to my gender identity
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 I feel that PrEP campaigns I have seen reflect diverse experiences

	
	
	
	
	
	

	I feel that information on PrEP is clear and easy-to-understand

	
	
	
	
	
	

	I feel like my community organisations provide clear and easy-to-understand information about PrEP
	
	
	
	
	
	



Thank you for completing this section.
Section C: About you 
1. [bookmark: _Hlk194402877]Which of the following best describes your current relationship status? (Select all that apply)
	Single 
	
	Casual sexual partners
	

	In a monogamous relationship (e.g., with only one person)
	
	Prefer not to say
	

	In a non-monogamous relationship (e.g., polyamorous)
	
	Other (Please specify: __________)
	

	Situationship (Sexual connection without commitment)
	
	
	



2. What is your current postcode or area where you live most of the time?  [open ended text box] (To make sure we include people from all parts of the country please provide the first part of your postcode (e.g., if your full postcode is AB12 3CD, please enter AB12). 
	Small free-text box
	Prefer not to say
	




3. Did you move to the UK from another country? (Select one choice)
	Yes [Add drop down list of all countries] 
	
	Prefer not to say
	

	No
	
	
	



[Participants who answer 'Yes' to question 3 will proceed to answer question 3a.]  

· 3a. If Yes, moved to the UK, how long ago did you move to the UK? (Select one choice)
	Less than 5 years
	 
	Not applicable
	 

	More than 5 years
	 
	Prefer not to say
	 



[Participants who answer 'Yes' to question 3 will proceed to answer question 3b.]  

· 3b. If Yes, have you applied/ or are you in the process of applying for UK citizenship? (Select one choice) (We are asking this to understand whether you have free use of NHS services) 
	[bookmark: _Hlk195616518]Yes
	
	Prefer not to say
	

	No
	
	
	



4. Is English your first language? (Select one choice)
	Yes
	
	Prefer not to say
	

	No
	
	
	



[Participants who answer 'Yes' to question 4 will proceed to answer question 4a.]  
· 4a. If No, what other language(s) do you speak at home?
	Polish
	
	French
	

	Punjabi
	
	Spanish
	

	Urdu
	
	Portuguese
	

	Bengali
	
	Chinese (Mandarin)
	

	Romanian
	
	Other (Please specify: __________)
	

	Arabic
	
	Prefer not to say
	

	Gujarati
	
	
	



5. What is the highest level of education you have completed? (Select one choice)
	[bookmark: _Hlk198129988]No formal education 
	
	Bachelor’s degree 
	

	Less than high school 
	
	Master’s degree 
	

	High School certificate or equivalent 
	
	Doctoral degree 
	

	Technical or trade school certification 
	
	Prefer not to say 
	



6. Which of the following best describes your religious or spiritual beliefs? (Select all that apply)
	Hinduism
	
	Islam
	

	Buddhism
	
	Judaism
	

	Sikhism
	
	Atheist / Agnostic / Non-religious
	

	Jainism
	
	Spiritual but not religious
	

	Taoism
	
	Other (Please specify: [Open text field])
	

	Shinto
	
	Prefer not to say
	

	Christianity 
	
	
	


Thank you for completing this section. 
Section D: Circumstances
Living situation
1. Which of the following best describes your current living situation? (Select all that apply) 
	Living independently (e.g., own home, rented flat/house)
	
	Sleeping outdoors

	

	Living with family or relatives
	
	‘Sofa surfing’ (staying with friends/family temporarily)

	

	Living in shared accommodation with friends/ housemates
	
	Student accommodation

	

	Living with a partner
	
	Prefer not to say
	

	Living in temporary accommodation (e.g., hostel)
	
	Other (please specify): [open-ended text box]

	



[Participants who answer, ' Living in temporary accommodation', ‘Sleeping outdoors’, ‘Sofa surfing’, or ‘Other’ to question 1 will proceed to answer question 1a.]  

· 1a. How often do you have to move or change where you sleep? (Select one choice)
	Never 
	
	Fairly Often
	

	Rarely
	
	Frequently
	

	Sometimes
	
	Prefer not to say
	



Employment 
2. Which of the following best describes your current employment status? (Select all that apply)
	Employed full-time
	
	 Unable to work due to illness/disability
	

	Employed part-time
	
	 Part-time work due to full time caring responsibilities  
	

	Self-employed
	
	Unable to work due to full time caring responsibilities
	

	Unemployed
	
	Other (please specify): [open-ended text box]
	

	Student
	
	 Prefer not to say
 
	

	Retired
	
	
	



[Participants who answered, ‘Employed full-time’, ‘Employed part-time, or ‘Self-employed’, to question 2 will proceed to answer question 2a.]  

· 2a. How secure do you feel in your current employment? (Select one choice)
	Very secure
	
	Insecure
	

	Somewhat secure
	
	Prefer not to say
	



Finances
3. Is your total income enough to meet your basic needs and living expenses at the moment (e.g., housing, food, healthcare)? (Select one choice)
	Yes, sufficient
	
	No, often insufficient
	

	Yes, almost sufficient
	
	Prefer not to say
	



[Participants who answered ‘No, often insufficient’, to question 3 will proceed to answer question 3a.]  

· 3a. What are the main challenges you face in meeting your basic needs and living expenses with your current income? (Select all that apply)
	Housing costs (rent/mortgage)
	
	Not enough work
	

	Food costs
	
	Low wages
	

	Utility bills (electricity, gas, water)
	
	Care costs
	

	Transportation costs
	
	Other (Please specify: __________)
	

	Healthcare costs
	
	Prefer not to say
	

	Debt payments
	
	
	



Domestic violence
4. [bookmark: _Hlk195622497]In the past 12 months, how often has an intimate or sexual partner tried to humiliate, control, or coerce you? (Select one choice)  
	Never 
	
	Fairly Often
	

	Rarely
	
	Frequently
	

	Sometimes
	
	Prefer not to say
	




5. In the past 12 months, how often has an intimate or sexual partner physically hurt you? (Select one choice)
	Never 
	
	Fairly Often
	

	Rarely
	
	Frequently
	

	Sometimes
	
	Prefer not to say
	



[bookmark: _Hlk195106960]Disability 
6. Disability’ encompasses a wide spectrum of conditions, impairments and differences which may be visible or invisible to others, including physical and mental health conditions, neurodivergence, mobility, sensory and communication difficulties, and chronic illness. Which of the following best describes you? (Select all that apply)

	No disability
	
	Chronic illness that limits energy or function other than HIV
	

	Physical disability
	
	Sensory or communication difficulties
	

	Mental health disability
	
	Other disability
	

	Neurodivergence (Autism, ADHD)
	
	Prefer not to say
	

	 Mobility limitations
	
	I do not know
	




Hormone therapy
7. Have you received gender-affirming hormone therapy (GAHT) (hormones for gender transition)? (Select one choice)  
	Yes (please specify)
	
	Prefer not to say
	

	No
	
	I do not know
	



Sex Work/ transactional sex
8. Do you ever sell sex or use sex in exchange for accommodation, goods, or services? (Select one choice)
	Never
	
	I work in the sex industry
	

	Sometimes
	
	Prefer not to say
	

	Often 
	
	
	


Thank you for completing this section.
Section E: Sexual Practices 
1. Which of the following best describes your current sexual activity? (Select all that apply) 
	Not currently sexually active 
	
	Sexually active with multiple partners outside of a committed relationship
	

	Sexually active within a casual dating relationship(s)
	
	Sexually active in a committed relationship plus other sex partners
	

	Sexually active within a committed monogamous relationship (e.g., with only one person)
	
	Other (please specify)
	

	Sexually active within a committed non-monogamous relationship (e.g., open relationship, polyamorous)
	
	Prefer not to say
	



[Participants who did not select ‘Sexually active within a committed monogamous relationship’, to question 1, will proceed to answer question 1a.]  

· 1a. In addition to your committed relationship, how many other partners have you had in the past year? (Select one choice)  
	0 
	
	11 or more
	

	1
	
	Not applicable
	

	2-4
	
	Other (please specify)
	

	5-10
	
	Prefer not to say
	



2. When you are sexually active, which of the following places or platforms do you use to meet sexual partners? (Select all that apply)

	Dating apps (e.g., Tinder, Hinge)
	
	At community events or groups (e.g., sports clubs, volunteer groups)
	

	Hookup apps (e.g., Feeld, Grindr)
	
	Saunas/Gyms
	

	Social media (e.g., Instagram, X, Facebook)
	
	Outdoor (cruising) locations
	

	Specific websites/forums
	
	In my job in the sex industry
	

	Bars, clubs, or nightlife venues
	
	By contacting sex workers
	

	Private parties or gatherings
	
	Other (please specify)
	

	Sex parties
	
	I do not meet partners online
	

	Through friends, acquaintances, or mutual connections
	
	I do not meet partners in-person
	

	At work, school, or through shared activities/hobbies
	
	Prefer not to say
	




3. When you meet sexual partners, what are the common circumstances or timing surrounding these encounters? (Select all that apply)
	During a planned date/meet-up
	
	While travelling or on vacation 
	

	Spontaneously during a social outing
	
	Within existing relationships or friendships
	

	During a one-off event or gathering
	
	Other (please specify)
	

	As part of regular social interaction (e.g., seeing someone regularly in a specific venue/group)
	
	Prefer not to say 
	



4. When you are sexually active, which of the following sexual activities do you typically engage in? (Select all that apply)

	Vaginal sex
	
	Other (please specify) 
	

	Anal sex 
	
	None of the above 
	

	Oral sex 
	
	 Prefer not to say
	



5. [bookmark: _Hlk198127696]When you are sexually active, how often do you use condoms? (Select one choice)

	Always with my main partner
	
	Rarely 
	

	 With some of my partners 
	
	Never
	

	 When I have a choice
	
	 Usually
	

	When I am sober
	
	Other (please specify)
	

	 Always 
	
	Prefer not to say
	








6. When you are sexually active, how often do you typically have sex? (Select one choice)

	[bookmark: _Hlk198127717][bookmark: _Hlk198116697]Daily
	
	Every few months
	

	Several times a week
	
	Never 
	

	Weekly
	
	Other (please specify)
	

	Monthly
	
	Prefer not to say
	



[Participants who did not select ‘Sexually active within a committed monogamous relationship’, to question 1, will proceed to answer question 7]  

7. When you are sexually active, do you ever take part in group sex or sexual activity involving more than two people? (Select one choice) 
	Yes
	
	Prefer not to say
	

	No
	
	
	



[Participants who did not select ‘Sexually active within a committed monogamous relationship’, to question 1, will proceed to answer question 7a]  
[Participants who answer ‘Yes’ to question 7, will proceed to answer question 7a]   

· 7a. If Yes, how often do you take part in group sex or sexual activity with more than two people? (Select one choice)
	[bookmark: _Hlk198127755]Daily
	
	Never 
	

	Weekly
	
	None of the above (please add)
	

	Monthly
	
	Prefer not to say
	

	A few times a year 
	
	
	



8. When you are sexually active, do you have sex with someone who is: (Select all that apply)  
	[bookmark: _Hlk198127814]Someone of the same sex as you
	
	Someone of a different gender than you 
	

	Someone of a different sex as you
	
	Prefer not to say
	

	Someone of the same gender as you
	
	
	



9. Have you taken any of the following substances in the past 12 months? (Please select all that apply):
	Stimulants (e.g., cocaine, amphetamines, ecstasy/MDMA)
	
	Other (Please specify: __________)
	

	Opioids (e.g., heroin, prescription painkillers)
	
	No
	

	Club drugs (e.g., GHB, ketamine)
	
	Prefer not to say
	



[Participants who selected any of the above drugs, in question 9, will proceed to answer question 9a.]  
· 9a. Have you ever injected any of the above substances? (Select one choice)
	Yes
	
	Prefer not to say
	

	No
	
	
	



[Participants who selected any of the above drugs, in question 9, will proceed to answer question 9b.]  
· 9b. If you use any drugs, have you ever used them in a sexual setting (sometimes called "chemsex")? (Select one choice)
	Yes
	
	Prefer not to say
	

	No
	
	I do not know
	




10. Are any of your sexual partners living with HIV?
	 Don't know partner(s)' HIV status
	
	 None of my partners are living with HIV
	

	 Partner(s) living with HIV, viral load unknown
	
	Other (please specify)
	

	 Partner(s) living with HIV, viral load undetectable (U=U)
	
	 Prefer not to say
	



11. Have you taken an HIV test? (Select one choice)
	Yes
	
	Prefer not to say
	

	No
	
	I do not know
	



[Participants who answer 'Yes' to question 11 will proceed to answer question 11a.]  

· 11a. If yes, when did you last HIV test? (Select one choice)
	Within the past 6 months
	
	None of the above
	

	7-12 months ago
	
	Prefer not to say
	

	More than 1 year ago
	
	
	



12. Within the past year, have you ever been diagnosed with a Sexually Transmitted Infection (STI)? (Select one choice)
	Yes (please specify)
	
	Prefer not to say
	

	No
	
	I do not know
	



[Participants who answer 'Yes' to question 12 will proceed to answer question 12a.]  

 
· 12a. In the past year, how many times have you been diagnosed with a sexually transmitted infection (STI)? 

	Dropdown [1-20]
	
	Prefer not to say
	



[Participants who answer 'Yes' to question 12 will proceed to answer question 12b.]  

· 12b. If yes, where do you usually have sexual health checks?  (Select all that apply)
	Your GP/Family Doctor
	
	Digital provider
	

	Sexual Health Clinic
	
	Other (please specify):
	

	Community Health Centre
	
	Do not use sexual health checks
	

	Pharmacy
	
	Prefer not to say
	

	Mobile Clinic/Outreach Service
	
	
	



13. How often do you get tested for Sexually Transmitted Infection(s) (STIs)? (Select one choice)
	Every 2 months
	
	Annually
	

	Every 3 months
	
	Rarely
	

	Every 4 months
	
	Never
	

	Every 6 months
	
	Prefer not to say
	



Thank you for completing this section.


Additional file 2 - the full topic guide

PARTICIPANT INTERVIEW TOPIC GUIDE
Study title: Exploring the needs and experiences of former and never-users of PrEP through qualitative interviews within a UK population.
Demographic information:
	Gender
	

	Sex at birth
	

	Age
	

	Ethnic identity
	

	Relationship status
	

	Religion
	

	Country of birth
	

	Employment status
	

	Occupation
	

	Education level achieved
	

	Have you completed the survey?
	








TOPIC GUIDE FOR INDIVIDUAL SEMI-STRUCTURED INTERVIEW
Note to interviewer: Depending on the flow of conversation during the interview, the participant may answer questions contained within the topic guide that you haven’t yet asked. That is fine! Don’t feel constrained by the order of the questions below, but please do ensure all questions have been covered by the end of the interview.
 
	Topic
	Question rationale
	Questions
	Potential prompts

	Introduction
	To establish rapport 
	How are you doing? 

	· Can you tell me a bit about yourself?
· How did you hear about this project?
· What made you interested in this project?

	General PrEP Awareness and Understanding (for all participants)
	To establish a general understanding of the participant's knowledge and awareness of HIV prevention, including PrEP, while acknowledging the diversity of prevention strategies.
	To begin, I'd like to understand your awareness about HIV prevention.

What different strategies or methods are you aware of that people can use to prevent HIV transmission?

PrEP is one of those strategies; what do you know about PrEP, or what is your understanding of PrEP?
	· When you think about preventing HIV, what are the first things that come to mind?
· When you hear the word PrEP, what thoughts or associations come to mind?
· If U=U not mentioned, have you heard of U=U? 


	
	To identify sources of information, where participants have learned about PrEP and potential misconceptions.
	I'd like to explore where you've learned about PrEP. Can you tell me about the first time you heard about it?

	· Where did you first hear about PrEP?
· What was happening when you learned about PrEP?
· About how long ago was that?
· Have you heard anything different or conflicting about PrEP since then? If yes, what and from, from whom?

	
	To gauge initial impressions and perceived uses of PrEP.
	Now, I'd like to explore your initial thoughts and feelings about PrEP.

What were your first impressions of PrEP?

When you first heard about PrEP, what did you think it was for, and who did you think might use it?

Have your ideas about PrEP changed since then? If yes, how? 
	· Could you ever see yourself using PrEP?
· In your view who could benefit from PrEP? 


	
	To explore awareness of different PrEP modalities (e.g., daily, event based, injectables)
	Now, I'd like to talk about the different ways PrEP can be taken.

What different types of PrEP have you heard of?
	· Can you describe the different forms or methods of taking PrEP? (e.g., daily PrEP, on-demand PrEP, or injecting PrEP)
· Where did you learn about these different types?
· Do you know the differences between the types?
· What do you know about how PrEP is taken or how often it needs to be taken? (dosage/regimen/ (if injections: how often?)

	Reasons for Never Starting PrEP (for PrEP naïve participants)
	To understand the range of barriers, concerns, and reasons why individuals have never initiated PrEP use.
	Thinking about PrEP, what are the main reasons you haven't used it?

Are there any other specific concerns or barriers that have prevented you from using PrEP?


	· What stops you from going to get PrEP?
· What worries you about PrEP?
· What makes it hard to use PrEP?
· Are you worried about side effects, getting PrEP, cost, how it affects your sex life, or what people might think? 
· Are you worried about interacting with healthcare professionals to get it?  could you say more? 

	Reasons for discontinuing PrEP (for Participants who have previously used PrEP)
	To understand the reasons for PrEP discontinuation.
	If you did use PrEP before, how long did you use it for?

If you did use PrEP in the past, what led you to stop?
While using PrEP, did you have any side effects? (ask if not already mentioned)
Did you stop and start again at any point?

	· Were there any other specific circumstances or events that prompted you to stop using PrEP?
· Were other people involved in your decision to stop taking PrEP? 
· What were your feelings about being on PrEP? 
· How was your experience of getting PREP in the clinic/online or wherever you got it?
· Can you describe the main challenges you experienced with PrEP? (e.g., accessibility, eligibility, financial, social/emotional, challenges with healthcare providers, stigma/social, time related challenges, relationship issues, lifestyle related, etc)
· Were these challenges about taking PrEP in general or about taking it how it was prescribed?

	
	To explore changes in circumstances that may have influenced PrEP discontinuation.
	Thinking back to the time when you stopped using PrEP, had there been any significant changes in your life or situation around that time?
	· For example, did any of the following change: your relationships, your sexual activity, your HIV exposure, your access to healthcare, your feelings about PrEP, or your daily routines?

	Alternative delivery and alternative modality preferences (for all participants)
	To explore participants' openness to, and concerns about, alternative PrEP delivery and modalities, with a focus on injecting PrEP
	If you could access oral PrEP (pills) in different places, where would you prefer to access it?

If there were different ways to take PrEP, such as through injections, would you consider using it? Why or why not?

(If yes) Where would you prefer to get injections? 

(if yes) Would you prefer injections to be more or less frequently? 

How do you feel about the idea of the option of regular injections for HIV prevention?
	· Where would you prefer to get PrEP pills (e.g., clinic, pharmacy, home, GP, community support organisation, community venue, pop up event or service, sauna, women’s health centres, health shops, online with home delivery)? Can you think of any other places? 
· What do you like about the idea of a PrEP injection? What do you not like?
· Are there any groups of people you think would particularly benefit from injecting PrEP?
· Where would you prefer to get a PrEP injection (e.g., clinic, pharmacy, GP, community support organisation, community venue, pop up service, sauna, women’s health centres)? Any other places? 
· Would you be interested if you could receive it at home and inject it yourself or have a friend inject it?

	Ending (for all participants)
	To provide a final opportunity for participants to share any additional thoughts, experiences, or reflections related to HIV prevention and PrEP.
	Before we finish, is there anything else you'd like to share about your experiences, thoughts, or feelings related to HIV prevention or PrEP?
	· Is there anything you wish I had asked you about that we didn't cover?
· Is there anything you'd like to add about your experiences with healthcare providers or services related to HIV prevention or PrEP?
· Is there anything you'd like to add about your experiences with healthcare providers or services related to HIV prevention or PrEP?



Thank you and any further signposting



Additional file 3. Reporting of patient and public involvement (GRIPP2 short form)
Table A3. Patient and public involvement in PrEP-Position, reported against the GRIPP2 short-form checklist (32). Involvement was understood and enacted as co-production, consistent with the NIHR principles for co-producing research.
	GRIPP2 item
	Detail

	1. Aim
	To embed the knowledge and priorities of communities underserved by PrEP throughout the study, so that research questions, instruments, recruitment and interpretation reflected the lived and professional expertise of those the research concerned.

	2. Methods
	A nine-person Steering Group was convened specifically for PrEP-Position, separate from the wider, permanent SHARE Collaborative Community Advisory Board. Members were recruited through Sophia Forum’s and SHARE existing networks and relationships and were selected to reflect the intersecting positions of the study’s populations. Members brought lived and professional expertise spanning Black women’s health across diverse communities, Black youth, Queer youth, sex workers, non-binary people, transgender women, transgender men, Black men’s sexual health, young Black women’s sexual and reproductive health, violence against women and girls, and race and health. Not all populations in the study were represented in the Steering Group and members brought knowledge from their situated experiences rather than generalised representativeness of large groups and communities. The Steering Group met eight times in person and online over an 18-month period. Involvement encompassed evidence synthesis, co-design of the survey and interview topic guide, a priority-setting workshop using methods adapted from the James Lind Alliance (JLA) Priority Setting Partnership approach, and interpretation of preliminary findings. Members were reimbursed a fixed consultancy rate the 18-month period, with refreshments, travel and childcare costs additionally covered.

	3. Study results (impact of involvement)
	Steering Group involvement changed the study in multiple ways: during instrument co-design, the group reworded and refined the survey instrument multiple times and the interview topic guide to ensure it was culturally sensitive and appropriate to the communities concerned. At the evidence synthesis stage, the group extended the study’s scope beyond the existing literature, adding dimensions that had received little prior attention. Through a priority-setting workshop using adapted JLA methods, the group interpreted preliminary findings and generated a set of community priorities, subsequently refined into 14 community statements (59). All academic and community-facing outputs were reviewed and co-authored by the Steering Group. 

	4. Discussion and conclusions
	Involvement shaped the study substantively across evidence synthesis, instrument design, priority-setting, and interpretation of findings, and all dissemination. The Steering Group reviewed preliminary presentations of the findings and shaped their interpretation and framing, while the data coding and analysis were undertaken by the research team. Involvement therefore spanned design, prioritisation, interpretation and dissemination.

	5. Reflections and critical perspective
	The group embodied multiple intersecting positions rather than representing discrete demographic categories, which strengthened the study’s attention to intersectionality and surfaced concerns, such as neurodivergence and PrEP access, that a narrower advisory structure might have missed. Not all populations in the study were represented on the group, and while the group shaped the interpretation of findings, the coding and analysis themselves remained with the research team. The survey findings were extensively discussed with the Steering Group through the priority setting process. Future work would benefit from broadening membership to the communities not represented, and from ensuring there is sufficient time to involve community members more directly in the qualitative analysis as well as its interpretation.





Additional file 4. Baseline characteristics of the study population
Table A4. Baseline sociodemographic characteristics of survey participants by population subgroup, including full ethnic group detail. Subgroups are not mutually exclusive and participants could belong to more than one; subgroup percentages are calculated within each subgroup and do not sum to the column total.
	Characteristic
	Total
n(%)
	Cis/Trans Women
(Racially Min.)
n(%)
	Cis-Women
(Racially Min.)
n(%)
	Non-Binary/
Trans People
n(%)
	Racially Min.
Het. Men
n(%)
	Sex
Workers
n(%)
	Racially Min.
MSM
n(%)

	Age
	264 (100.0%)
	83 (100.0%)
	78 (100.0%)
	47 (100.0%)
	56 (100.0%)
	53 (100.0%)
	17 (100.0%)

	   <25
	47 (17.8%)
	19 (22.9%)
	18 (23.1%)
	5 (10.6%)
	14 (25.0%)
	17 (32.1%)
	1 (5.9%)

	   25 – <45
	177 (67.0%)
	59 (71.1%)
	55 (70.5%)
	30 (63.8%)
	28 (50.0%)
	33 (62.3%)
	13 (76.5%)

	   45+
	40 (15.2%)
	5 (6.0%)
	5 (6.4%)
	12 (25.5%)
	14 (25.0%)
	3 (5.7%)
	3 (17.6%)

	Ethnic group
	264 (100.0%)
	83 (100.0%)
	78 (100.0%)
	47 (100.0%)
	56 (100.0%)
	53 (100.0%)
	17 (100.0%)

	   Asian
	25 (9.5%)
	8 (9.6%)
	7 (9.0%)
	3 (6.4%)
	5 (8.9%)
	2 (3.8%)
	7 (41.2%)

	      Chinese
	3 (12.0%)
	1 (12.5%)
	1 (14.3%)
	0 (0.0%)
	2 (40.0%)
	1 (50.0%)
	0 (0.0%)

	      Indian
	6 (24.0%)
	2 (25.0%)
	2 (28.6%)
	1 (33.3%)
	2 (40.0%)
	0 (0.0%)
	1 (14.3%)

	      Pakistani
	10 (40.0%)
	2 (25.0%)
	1 (14.3%)
	2 (66.7%)
	0 (0.0%)
	0 (0.0%)
	5 (71.4%)

	      Other Asian
	6 (24.0%)
	3 (37.5%)
	3 (42.9%)
	0 (0.0%)
	1 (20.0%)
	1 (50.0%)
	1 (14.3%)

	   Black
	83 (31.4%)
	46 (55.4%)
	43 (55.1%)
	7 (14.9%)
	28 (50.0%)
	25 (47.2%)
	5 (29.4%)

	      Black African
	58 (69.9%)
	34 (73.9%)
	31 (72.1%)
	6 (85.7%)
	16 (57.1%)
	17 (68.0%)
	5 (100.0%)

	      Black British
	4 (4.8%)
	1 (2.2%)
	1 (2.3%)
	1 (14.3%)
	2 (7.1%)
	0 (0.0%)
	0 (0.0%)

	      Black Caribbean
	21 (25.3%)
	11 (23.9%)
	11 (25.6%)
	0 (0.0%)
	10 (35.7%)
	8 (32.0%)
	0 (0.0%)

	   Mixed/Multiple Ethnic Groups
	41 (15.5%)
	15 (18.1%)
	14 (17.9%)
	10 (21.3%)
	13 (23.2%)
	12 (22.6%)
	4 (23.5%)

	      Other Mixed/Multiple
	13 (31.7%)
	7 (46.7%)
	6 (42.9%)
	2 (20.0%)
	3 (23.1%)
	1 (8.3%)
	2 (50.0%)

	      White and Asian
	13 (31.7%)
	0 (0.0%)
	0 (0.0%)
	7 (70.0%)
	4 (30.8%)
	2 (16.7%)
	2 (50.0%)

	      White and Black African
	14 (34.1%)
	8 (53.3%)
	8 (57.1%)
	1 (10.0%)
	5 (38.5%)
	8 (66.7%)
	0 (0.0%)

	      White and Black Caribbean
	1 (2.4%)
	0 (0.0%)
	0 (0.0%)
	0 (0.0%)
	1 (7.7%)
	1 (8.3%)
	0 (0.0%)

	   Other Ethnic groups
	31 (11.7%)
	14 (16.9%)
	14 (17.9%)
	2 (4.3%)
	10 (17.9%)
	2 (3.8%)
	1 (5.9%)

	      Arab
	9 (29.0%)
	2 (14.3%)
	2 (14.3%)
	1 (50.0%)
	5 (50.0%)
	1 (50.0%)
	0 (0.0%)

	      Latinx
	19 (61.3%)
	12 (85.7%)
	12 (85.7%)
	0 (0.0%)
	4 (40.0%)
	1 (50.0%)
	1 (100.0%)

	      Other
	3 (9.7%)
	0 (0.0%)
	0 (0.0%)
	1 (50.0%)
	1 (10.0%)
	0 (0.0%)
	0 (0.0%)

	   White
	84 (31.8%)
	0 (0.0%)
	0 (0.0%)
	25 (53.2%)
	0 (0.0%)
	12 (22.6%)
	0 (0.0%)

	      English/Welsh/Scottish/N. Irish
	67 (79.8%)
	
	
	17 (68.0%)
	
	7 (58.3%)
	

	      White Irish
	7 (8.3%)
	
	
	5 (20.0%)
	
	3 (25.0%)
	

	      Any other White background
	7 (8.3%)
	
	
	3 (12.0%)
	
	2 (16.7%)
	

	      Roma
	3 (3.6%)
	
	
	0 (0.0%)
	
	0 (0.0%)
	

	Employment²
	233 (88.3%)
	76 (91.6%)
	72 (92.3%)
	41 (87.2%)
	45 (80.4%)
	53 (100.0%)
	17 (100.0%)

	   In paid employment
	201 (86.3%)
	71 (93.4%)
	68 (94.4%)
	33 (80.5%)
	39 (86.7%)
	47 (88.7%)
	13 (76.5%)

	   Not in paid employment
	32 (13.7%)
	5 (6.6%)
	4 (5.6%)
	8 (19.5%)
	6 (13.3%)
	6 (11.3%)
	4 (23.5%)

	Sexuality²
	216 (81.8%)
	67 (80.7%)
	64 (82.1%)
	40 (85.1%)
	46 (82.1%)
	51 (96.2%)
	17 (100.0%)

	   Heterosexual (different gender/sex)
	105 (48.6%)
	49 (73.1%)
	48 (75.0%)
	4 (10.0%)
	39 (84.8%)
	29 (56.9%)
	0 (0.0%)

	   Bisexual/Fluid
	93 (43.1%)
	15 (22.4%)
	13 (20.3%)
	35 (87.5%)
	7 (15.2%)
	21 (41.2%)
	7 (41.2%)

	   Homosexual (same gender/sex)
	18 (8.3%)
	3 (4.5%)
	3 (4.7%)
	1 (2.5%)
	0 (0.0%)
	1 (2.0%)
	10 (58.8%)

	Migrant Status (last 5 yrs)²
	67 (25.4%)
	29 (34.9%)
	28 (35.9%)
	9 (19.1%)
	20 (35.7%)
	15 (28.3%)
	2 (11.8%)

	   Migrated <5 years ago
	29 (43.3%)
	17 (58.6%)
	17 (60.7%)
	3 (33.3%)
	7 (35.0%)
	4 (26.7%)
	0 (0.0%)

	   Migrated >5 years ago
	38 (56.7%)
	12 (41.4%)
	11 (39.3%)
	6 (66.7%)
	13 (65.0%)
	11 (73.3%)
	2 (100.0%)

	Education²
	233 (88.3%)
	76 (91.6%)
	72 (92.3%)
	40 (85.1%)
	46 (82.1%)
	53 (100.0%)
	16 (94.1%)

	   Higher education
	176 (75.5%)
	61 (80.3%)
	58 (80.6%)
	36 (90.0%)
	25 (54.3%)
	30 (56.6%)
	10 (62.5%)

	   No higher education
	57 (24.5%)
	15 (19.7%)
	14 (19.4%)
	4 (10.0%)
	21 (45.7%)
	23 (43.4%)
	6 (37.5%)

	Income²
	231 (87.5%)
	76 (91.6%)
	72 (92.3%)
	40 (85.1%)
	46 (82.1%)
	53 (100.0%)
	16 (94.1%)

	   Sufficient
	168 (72.7%)
	44 (57.9%)
	42 (58.3%)
	31 (77.5%)
	37 (80.4%)
	28 (52.8%)
	13 (81.3%)

	   Not sufficient
	63 (27.3%)
	32 (42.1%)
	30 (41.7%)
	9 (22.5%)
	9 (19.6%)
	25 (47.2%)
	3 (18.8%)

	First Language²
	233 (88.3%)
	75 (90.4%)
	71 (91.0%)
	41 (87.2%)
	46 (82.1%)
	53 (100.0%)
	17 (100.0%)

	   English
	190 (81.5%)
	60 (80.0%)
	57 (80.3%)
	36 (87.8%)
	34 (73.9%)
	50 (94.3%)
	14 (82.4%)

	   Non-English
	43 (18.5%)
	15 (20.0%)
	14 (19.7%)
	5 (12.2%)
	12 (26.1%)
	3 (5.7%)
	3 (17.6%)

	Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) (last 12 months)²
	226 (85.6%)
	74 (89.2%)
	70 (89.7%)
	40 (85.1%)
	45 (80.4%)
	53 (100.0%)
	16 (94.1%)

	   Never
	148 (65.5%)
	41 (55.4%)
	38 (54.3%)
	32 (80.0%)
	25 (55.6%)
	21 (39.6%)
	12 (75.0%)

	   Yes
	78 (34.5%)
	33 (44.6%)
	32 (45.7%)
	8 (20.0%)
	20 (44.4%)
	32 (60.4%)
	4 (25.0%)

	Housing Security²
	234 (88.6%)
	75 (90.4%)
	71 (91.0%)
	41 (87.2%)
	46 (82.1%)
	53 (100.0%)
	17 (100.0%)

	   Secure
	224 (95.7%)
	73 (97.3%)
	69 (97.2%)
	40 (97.6%)
	44 (95.7%)
	50 (94.3%)
	16 (94.1%)

	   Insecure
	10 (4.3%)
	2 (2.7%)
	2 (2.8%)
	1 (2.4%)
	2 (4.3%)
	3 (5.7%)
	1 (5.9%)

	Disability²
	223 (84.5%)
	72 (86.7%)
	68 (87.2%)
	37 (78.7%)
	45 (80.4%)
	49 (92.5%)
	17 (100.0%)

	   No
	163 (73.1%)
	64 (88.9%)
	62 (91.2%)
	13 (35.1%)
	37 (82.2%)
	36 (73.5%)
	8 (47.1%)

	   Yes
	60 (26.9%)
	8 (11.1%)
	6 (8.8%)
	24 (64.9%)
	8 (17.8%)
	13 (26.5%)
	9 (52.9%)

	      Mental health
	8 (13.3%)
	0 (0.0%)
	0 (0.0%)
	1 (4.2%)
	0 (0.0%)
	1 (7.7%)
	3 (33.3%)

	      Multiple conditions
	23 (38.3%)
	3 (37.5%)
	1 (16.7%)
	14 (58.3%)
	1 (12.5%)
	6 (46.2%)
	2 (22.2%)

	      Neurodivergence
	14 (23.3%)
	3 (37.5%)
	3 (50.0%)
	4 (16.7%)
	2 (25.0%)
	4 (30.8%)
	3 (33.3%)

	      Physical/chronic/sensory
	15 (25.0%)
	2 (25.0%)
	2 (33.3%)
	5 (20.8%)
	5 (62.5%)
	2 (15.4%)
	1 (11.1%)

	Gender-Affirming Hormone Therapy (GAHT)²
	26 (9.8%)
	4 (4.8%)
	2 (2.6%)
	20 (42.6%)
	2 (3.6%)
	5 (9.4%)
	0 (0.0%)

	   Yes
	20 (76.9%)
	3 (75.0%)
	1 (50.0%)
	19 (95.0%)
	0 (0.0%)
	0 (0.0%)
	

	   No
	6 (23.1%)
	1 (25.0%)
	1 (50.0%)
	1 (5.0%)
	2 (100.0%)
	5 (100.0%)
	


¹ Participants could belong to more than one subgroup; therefore, subgroup totals exceed the overall sample size of 264.
² Not all participants responded to every survey item as completion of individual questions was not mandatory; denominators therefore vary across characteristics and are reported accordingly.




Additional file 5 - Interview participant characteristics
Table A5. Characteristics of interview participants (n=38), showing gender identity, age, ethnic group, relationship status, religion, country of birth, employment status, highest educational qualification and PrEP use history. Participant identifiers (ID_01–ID_38) correspond to those used alongside quotations in the results.
	ID
	Gender Identity
	Sex at Birth
	Age
	Ethnic group
	Relationship Status
	Religion
	Country of Birth
	Employment Status
	Highest Education
	PrEP Use

	ID_01
	Male
	Male
	39
	Pakistani
	Single
	Muslim
	England, UK
	Unemployed
	GNVQ Advanced
	Former user (discontinued)

	ID_02
	Male
	Male
	33
	Pakistani
	Single
	Muslim
	UK
	Full-time (Council)
	University graduate
	Never used

	ID_03
	Male
	Male
	33
	British Pakistani
	Single
	Muslim
	UK
	Volunteer
	GCSE
	Former user (discontinued due to side effects)

	ID_04
	Male
	Male
	35
	Pakistani
	Single
	Atheist
	UK
	Freelancer (social media)
	Bachelor's degree
	One-time use (not current user)

	ID_05
	Male
	Male
	32
	British Pakistani
	Single
	Muslim
	UK
	Town planner
	Master's degree
	Never used

	ID_06
	Female
	Female
	27
	Latina
	In a monogamous relationship
	Catholic
	Colombia
	Part-time employed (nanny)
	Master's degree (in progress)
	Never used

	ID_07
	Female
	Female
	40
	Arab
	Married
	Muslim
	Yemen
	Part-time (charity shop)
	Medical degree
	Never used

	ID_08
	Female
	Female
	34
	Latina
	Single (mother)
	Christian
	Colombia
	Unemployed
	Technical degree
	Never used

	ID_09
	Female
	Female
	42/43
	Latina
	In a relationship (mother)
	Catholic
	Colombia
	Homemaker
	Licensed early childhood educator
	Never used

	ID_10
	Female
	Female
	36
	Latina
	Single
	Christian
	Colombia
	Consultant
	Master's degree
	Never used

	ID_11
	Male
	Male
	40
	Arab
	Married
	Muslim
	Yemen
	Research scientist
	PhD
	Never used

	ID_12
	Female
	Female
	27
	Black (heritage not disclosed)
	In a relationship
	Not disclosed
	UK
	Accountant
	Bachelor's degree
	Former user (discontinued)

	ID_13
	Female
	Female
	28
	Black (heritage not disclosed)
	In a relationship
	Christian
	UK
	Retail (Dundee)
	Bachelor's degree
	Former user (~6 months, daily pill)

	ID_14
	Male
	Male
	24
	Black British (heritage not disclosed)
	Casual relationships
	Christian
	UK
	Office assistant
	Bachelor's degree
	Former user (daily pill)

	ID_15
	Male
	Male
	39
	Asian Mixed
	In a relationship
	Christian
	East Timor
	Health ambassador
	Undergraduate degree
	Former user (~2 years, discontinued)

	ID_16
	Male
	Male
	46
	Mixed Mexican Italian
	Single
	Spiritual
	Italy
	Self-employed (dietician)
	PhD
	Current user (on-demand; former daily user)

	ID_17
	Female
	Female
	38
	Latina
	Married
	Catholic (non-practising)
	Colombia
	API engineer
	Master's degree
	Never used

	ID_18
	Genderfluid
	Male
	29
	Canadian background
	Open relationship
	Muslim
	Canada
	Public/sexual health worker
	Master's degree
	Never used

	ID_19
	Gender queer trans man
	AFAB (assumed)
	36
	Mixed White and Asian
	Single
	Agnostic
	UK
	Part-time proofreader/copy editor
	Undergraduate degree
	Former (on-demand)

	ID_20
	Trans masculine
	AFAB (assumed)
	26
	White
	Polyamorous
	No religion
	US
	Unemployed / Massage therapist
	High school + massage therapy cert.
	Never used

	ID_21
	Woman
	AFAB (assumed)
	35-44
	White
	Monogamous
	Atheist
	Scotland/UK
	Self-employed
	Master's degree
	Never used (offered as sex worker)

	ID_22
	Transgender man
	AFAB (assumed)
	23
	White British
	Monogamous
	None
	UK
	Student
	Master's (in progress)
	Former user (~6 months, daily pill)

	ID_23
	Female
	AFAB (assumed)
	49
	White Scottish
	Single
	Catholic
	UK (Scotland)
	Unemployed
	Bachelor's degree
	Never used

	ID_24
	Male
	Male (assumed)
	54
	British Pakistani
	Single (divorced)
	Muslim
	UK
	Project manager
	BA Honours
	Former user (on-demand, ~2-2.5 years)

	ID_25
	Female
	AFAB (assumed)
	26
	Latina/Mixed
	In a relationship
	Catholic
	Colombia
	Part-time (hospitality/nanny)
	Master's degree
	Never used

	ID_26
	Transgender man
	AFAB
	26
	White
	Monogamous
	Not religious
	Argentina
	PhD student
	Master's degree
	Never used

	ID_27
	Non-binary
	AFAB
	41
	White British
	Single
	Agnostic
	UK
	Self-employed
	Master's degree
	Never used

	ID_28
	Male
	Male (assumed)
	34-35
	Iraqi Kurdish
	Single
	Muslim
	Iraq
	Unemployed (health circumstances)
	English Language L2 + BA
	Never used (appointment booked)

	ID_29
	Cis man
	Male
	29
	Black British (Caribbean/African)
	Open relationship
	Spiritual (raised Christian)
	England (London)
	Freelance (curator/researcher)
	Master's (in progress)
	Former user (daily & on-demand; discontinued ~2.5 months)

	ID_30
	Trans woman
	Male
	27
	White British
	In a relationship
	Agnostic
	UK
	Unemployed
	Bachelor's degree
	Former user (daily then on-demand; discontinued)

	ID_31
	Transgender man
	AFAB (assumed)
	25
	White other
	Single (casual partner)
	Agnostic
	Bulgaria
	Employed (Galop charity)
	Master's degree
	Never used

	ID_32
	Cisgender man
	Male (assumed)
	35
	Black African/Black British
	In a relationship
	Christian
	UK
	Full-time health promoter
	BA degree
	Former user (daily, on/off since 2017; discontinued)

	ID_33
	Transgender woman
	Male (assumed)
	28
	Half Chinese, half English
	Monogamous
	None
	UK
	Self-employed (tutoring/comedy)
	BA degree
	Never used

	ID_34
	Non-binary
	AFAB
	30
	White British
	Single
	Spiritual
	UK
	Self-employed (dancer/model)
	Undergraduate degree
	Never used

	ID_35
	Cis woman
	AFAB (assumed)
	36
	Black Caribbean
	Single
	None
	UK
	Full-time (Asst. Exec. Manager)
	Bachelor's degree
	Never used

	ID_36
	Cis woman
	AFAB (assumed)
	27
	Black African British
	Single
	Christian
	UK
	Unemployed
	Level 3 NVQ
	Former user (one-time, on-demand)

	ID_37
	Transgender woman
	Male
	56
	White English
	Single
	Christian
	UK
	Retired (nurse)
	Level 6 / PG Certificate
	Never used

	ID_38
	Transgender man
	AFAB (assumed)
	35
	Caucasian, Northern Irish
	Single
	None
	N. Ireland/UK
	Full-time (sexual health/LGBT org)
	BA Honours
	Never used






Additional file 6 – Sexual health practices and indicators of PrEP suitability
Table A6. Sexual practices and indicators of PrEP suitability among all survey participants. Percentages are calculated using the relevant subgroup as the denominator. Subgroups are not mutually exclusive. The table presents the full distribution of behavioural and service-use characteristics, complementing the summary measures reported in the main text.
	Characteristic
	Total n (%)

	A.  SEXUAL ACTIVITY PATTERNS

	Number of sexual partners in past year (n=224) ¹
	

	0–1
	92 (41.1%)

	2–4
	81 (36.2%)

	5–10
	39 (17.4%)

	≥11
	12 (5.4%)

	Most recent partner HIV status (n=225) ¹
	

	No partners living with HIV
	138 (61.3%)

	Partner(s) living with HIV, undetectable viral load (U=U)
	4 (1.8%)

	Partner(s) living with HIV, viral load unknown
	7 (3.1%)

	Status unknown / do not know
	73 (32.4%)

	Other
	3 (1.3%)

	Condom use pattern (n=226) ¹
	

	Consistent use (always, or always with main partner)
	81 (35.8%)

	Inconsistent or conditional use
	126 (55.8%)

	Never
	18 (8.0%)

	Recreational drug use (ever) (n=223) ¹
	

	No
	166 (74.4%)

	Yes
	57 (25.6%)

	B.  SEXUAL BEHAVIOUR PATTERNS

	Relationship / partnership context (n=230) ¹
	

	Committed monogamous relationship
	89 (38.7%)

	Casual dating relationship(s)
	59 (25.7%)

	Multiple partners outside committed relationship
	16 (7.0%)

	Committed non-monogamous relationship
	10 (4.4%)

	Committed relationship plus additional partners
	5 (2.2%)

	Not currently sexually active
	25 (10.9%)

	Other
	26 (11.3%)

	Frequency of sexual activity (n=224) ¹
	

	Daily
	20 (8.9%)

	Several times per week
	114 (50.9%)

	Weekly
	58 (25.9%)

	Monthly
	15 (6.7%)

	Every few months or never
	11 (4.9%)

	Other
	6 (2.7%)

	C.  PREVENTIVE HEALTHCARE ENGAGEMENT

	STI testing frequency (n=228) ¹
	

	Every 2–3 months
	89 (39.0%)

	Every 4–6 months
	60 (26.3%)

	Annually
	20 (8.8%)

	Rarely
	29 (12.7%)

	Never
	30 (13.2%)


¹Not all participants responded to every survey item as completion of individual questions was not mandatory; denominators therefore vary across characteristics and are reported accordingly.
†  "Inconsistent or conditional use" combines: usually (n=17), rarely (n=35), when sober (n=5), when I have a choice (n=19), and with some of my partners (n=45).
"Every 2–3 months" combines every 2 months (n=33) and every 3 months (n=56).
"Status unknown / do not know" combines "don’t know partner(s)’ HIV status" (n=45) and "I do not know" (n=28).
Abbreviations: STI, sexually transmitted infection; U=U, Undetectable = Untransmittable.


Additional file 7 – PrEP modality and delivery-setting preferences by population subgroup¹
Table A7. Preferences for PrEP modality and delivery setting among survey respondents, by population subgroup. Subgroups are not mutually exclusive; percentages are calculated within each subgroup.
	Characteristic
	Total
n(%)
	Cis/Trans Women
(Racially Min.)
n(%)
	Cis-Women
(Racially Min.)
n(%)
	Non-Binary/
Trans People
n(%)
	Racially Min.
Het. Men
n(%)
	Sex
Workers
n(%)
	Racially Min.
MSM
n(%)

	Preferences – Oral (Pill)²
	134 (50.8%)
	51 (61.4%)
	46 (59.0%)
	30 (63.8%)
	32 (57.1%)
	38 (71.7%)
	16 (94.1%)

	   High
	31 (23.1%)
	14 (27.5%)
	14 (30.4%)
	3 (10.0%)
	11 (34.4%)
	10 (26.3%)
	2 (12.5%)

	   Neutral
	40 (29.9%)
	14 (27.5%)
	13 (28.3%)
	9 (30.0%)
	7 (21.9%)
	10 (26.3%)
	5 (31.3%)

	   Low
	63 (47.0%)
	23 (45.1%)
	19 (41.3%)
	18 (60.0%)
	14 (43.8%)
	18 (47.4%)
	9 (56.3%)

	Preferences – Injectable²
	158 (59.8%)
	56 (67.5%)
	51 (65.4%)
	34 (72.3%)
	37 (66.1%)
	39 (73.6%)
	16 (94.1%)

	   High
	138 (87.3%)
	50 (89.3%)
	45 (88.2%)
	30 (88.2%)
	36 (97.3%)
	38 (97.4%)
	15 (93.8%)

	   Low
	20 (12.7%)
	6 (10.7%)
	6 (11.8%)
	4 (11.8%)
	1 (2.7%)
	1 (2.6%)
	1 (6.3%)

	Delivery Preferences – Oral (Pill) (% of respondents) ²
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	   GP/Family Doctor
	n=149, 83 (55.7%)
	n=54, 40 (74.1%)
	n=49, 36 (73.5%)
	n=34, 20 (58.8%)
	n=32, 14 (43.8%)
	n=39, 29 (74.4%)
	n=17, 6 (35.3%)

	   Sexual Health Clinic
	n=149, 98 (65.8%)
	n=54, 34 (63.0%)
	n=49, 31 (63.3%)
	n=34, 20 (58.8%)
	n=32, 19 (59.4%)
	n=39, 29 (74.4%)
	n=17, 17 (100%)

	   Community Health Centre
	n=147, 42 (28.2%)
	n=54, 13 (24.1%)
	n=49, 11 (22.4%)
	n=33, 10 (29.4%)
	n=32, 8 (25.0%)
	n=39, 12 (30.8%)
	n=17, 9 (52.9%)

	   Community Networks
	n=149, 23 (15.4%)
	n=54, 7 (13.0%)
	n=49, 7 (14.3%)
	n=34, 7 (20.6%)
	n=32, 4 (12.5%)
	n=39, 8 (20.5%)
	n=17, 5 (29.4%)

	   Private Clinic
	n=149, 69 (46.3%)
	n=54, 35 (64.8%)
	n=49, 31 (63.3%)
	n=34, 12 (35.3%)
	n=32, 14 (43.8%)
	n=39, 23 (59.0%)
	n=17, 9 (52.9%)

	   Pharmacy
	n=149, 75 (50.3%)
	n=54, 30 (55.6%)
	n=49, 27 (55.1%)
	n=34, 22 (64.7%)
	n=32, 13 (40.6%)
	n=39, 24 (61.5%)
	n=17, 7 (41.2%)

	   Clinic/Outreach Service
	n=149, 38 (25.5%)
	n=54, 8 (14.8%)
	n=49, 7 (14.3%)
	n=34, 10 (29.4%)
	n=32, 9 (28.1%)
	n=39, 8 (20.5%)
	n=17, 8 (47.1%)

	   Community Venues/Spaces
	n=149, 24 (16.1%)
	n=54, 4 (7.4%)
	n=49, 4 (8.2%)
	n=34, 10 (29.4%)
	n=32, 3 (9.4%)
	n=39, 3 (7.7%)
	n=17, 6 (35.3%)

	Delivery Preferences – Injectable (% of respondents) ²
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	   GP/Family Doctor
	n=135, 74 (49.7%)
	n=51, 39 (72.2%)
	n=46, 35 (71.4%)
	n=30, 16 (47.1%)
	n=32, 16 (50.0%)
	n=38, 27 (69.2%)
	n=16, 4 (23.5%)

	   Sexual Health Clinic
	n=136, 97 (65.1%)
	n=51, 34 (63.0%)
	n=46, 31 (63.3%)
	n=30, 20 (58.8%)
	n=33, 24 (75.0%)
	n=38, 32 (82.1%)
	n=16, 14 (82.4%)

	   Community Health Centre
	n=136, 38 (25.5%)
	n=51, 13 (24.1%)
	n=46, 10 (20.4%)
	n=30, 12 (35.3%)
	n=33, 7 (21.9%)
	n=38, 10 (25.6%)
	n=16, 6 (35.3%)

	   Community Networks
	n=135, 13 (8.7%)
	n=51, 6 (11.1%)
	n=46, 5 (10.2%)
	n=30, 4 (11.8%)
	n=32, 3 (9.4%)
	n=38, 6 (15.4%)
	n=16, 1 (5.9%)

	   Private Clinic
	n=135, 65 (43.6%)
	n=51, 35 (64.8%)
	n=46, 32 (65.3%)
	n=30, 9 (26.5%)
	n=32, 15 (46.9%)
	n=38, 26 (66.7%)
	n=16, 6 (35.3%)

	   Pharmacy
	n=135, 62 (41.6%)
	n=51, 26 (48.1%)
	n=46, 23 (46.9%)
	n=30, 16 (47.1%)
	n=32, 14 (43.8%)
	n=38, 22 (56.4%)
	n=16, 7 (41.2%)

	   Clinic/Outreach Service
	n=135, 34 (22.8%)
	n=51, 6 (11.1%)
	n=46, 6 (12.2%)
	n=30, 10 (29.4%)
	n=32, 8 (25.0%)
	n=38, 6 (15.4%)
	n=16, 7 (41.2%)

	   Community Venues/Spaces
	n=135, 15 (10.1%)
	n=51, 1 (1.9%)
	n=46, 1 (2.0%)
	n=30, 6 (17.6%)
	n=32, 3 (9.4%)
	n=38, 2 (5.1%)
	n=16, 4 (23.5%)


¹ Participants could belong to more than one subgroup; therefore, subgroup totals exceed the overall sample size of 264.
²Not all participants responded to every survey item as completion of individual questions was not mandatory; denominators therefore vary across characteristics and are reported accordingly.
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