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Supplementary material 1
Confirmatory Factor Analysis Model Fit Results
	
	χ2
	df
	p
	CFI
	TLI
	RMSEA (90% CI)
	SRMR

	Ethiopia (N = 799)
	2599.104
	347
	<0.001
	.943
	.938
	0.090 (0.087-0.093)
	0.084

	Indonesia (N = 772)
	1750.903
	347
	<0.001
	.929
	.923
	0.072 (0.069-0.076)
	0.061

	Kenya (N = 706)
	1381.192
	347
	<0.001
	.981
	.980
	0.065 (0.061-0.069)
	0.058

	Malawi (N = 816)
	1069.028
	347
	<0.001
	.984
	.982
	0.050 (0.047-0.054)
	0.038

	Zambia (N = 409)
	1206.573
	347
	<0.001
	.968
	.966
	0.078 (0.073-0.083)
	0.057


Note: χ2 = chi-square goodness of fit statistic; df = degrees of freedom; p = statistical significance; CFI = comparative fit index; TLI = Tucker-Lewis index; RMSEA (90% CI) = root-mean-square error of approximation with 90% confidence intervals; SRMR = standardized root-mean square residual. 



Supplementary material 2
Overview of child marriage acceptability scores using data from the Yes I Do programme






Supplementary material 3


	Country
	Reasons that make child marriage acceptable 
	Example quotes illustrating child marriage acceptability 
	Example quotes illustrating shifts in child marriage acceptability.

	Indonesia
	Fear of sex/pregnancy outside of marriage
Merariq and siri marriage 
Economic considerations

	"The people still has the stigma about child marriage prevention.... For example, in Lombok we have a tradition about child marriage....She [my friend] also told me, ‘It’s not easy to change the tradition here, it’s related closely to the stigma of the society.’ " (Young women, 15-19 years, West Lombok, Indonesia).
	“In the past, parents did not allow girls to leave the house, but now that they know about education…..” (Girls, 15–19 years, FGD, West Lombok).

	Ethiopia
	Fear of pre-marital sex, girls becoming 'spoiled' and fear of pregnancy outside of marriage
Protection of girls' honour i.e. family honour
Desire for bride price

	"If they [parents] give her to wealthy husband, they would get economic benefit. (Boys, 15-19 years, FGD, Kewet).
"If they get married at early age, they are more likely to have their virginity".  (Boys, 15-18 years, IDI, Bahir Dar Zuria).
" They [religious leaders] rather encourage: ‘It is better to give a girl before she gets spoiled.’” (Mother, IDI, Kewet).

	“The society starts to understand that child marriage is a bad tradition. For example, my parents have given away my oldest sister at her early age, but now they don’t even have the plan to give me away. They want me to complete my education.”(Girls and Young women, 15-20 years, FGD, Kewet).

	Kenya 
	Peer pressure
Unimportance/Low worth of education
FGM/C and Role of tradition
Fear of pregnancy or a response to pregnancy

	"…like my case when I got pregnant at the age of 15 years. I wanted to go back to school but my parents forced me to get married….(Girls, 15-19 years, FGD,  Kajiado West).
“It depends, because when one marries early, they will be able to have children, early families which are good.”. (Young men, 20-24 years, FGD, Kajiado West)
	“If her father wants force marriage, a girl to go to the chief, or goes to Kajiado, there is a place that can help.” (Mother, IDI, Kajiado West)



	Malawi
	Poverty
School drop-out 
Lack of economic prospects 
Teenage pregnancy
	“It is just that the poverty levels are very high so when a boy shows a little support, the parents just say that boy should marry you. They think when the children get married the support will keep on coming.” (Young men, 20-24 years, FGD, TA Liwonde).
“…most of the females are more interested in getting married...they feel like education won’t benefit them." (Girls, 15-19 years, FGD, TA Liwonde).
	“… there are a lot of problems due to teenage pregnancy, one she can suffer from fistula, high blood pressure… (Young men, 20-24 years, IDI, TA Machinga).  
    
“….but right now it is different. Those that get pregnant go back to school after giving birth.- (Young women, 20-24 years, FGD, TA Machinga)

	Zambia
	Poverty
School drop-out 
Lack of economic prospects 
Teenage pregnancy
	“Sometimes the children themselves are the ones who actually insist that they should marry...” (Boys, 16-18 years, FGD, Petauke).
“Some parents force girls to marry so that they can bring wealth to the family such as cattle and money … so in fearing them getting diseases and unwanted pregnancies some parents prefer their boys and girls marry though young.” (Parent, IDI, Petauke).

	“…the impacts of early marriages is that ….. when she gets pregnant when she's at a young age she may face challenges during delivery” – (Young woman, 23 years old, IDI, Chadiza)
“The rule which is there now in schools is that if I, the boy make a girl pregnant….both can go back to school only after the girl has delivered....”- (Boy, 17 years old, IDI, Petauke)
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