Ethical Confirmation and Verbal Informed Consent
Script for Household Questionnaire Survey
Given that this study is based on a non-interventional household questionnaire survey, and that no personally identifiable information was used in the analysis or disclosed in any publication, the study posed no more than minimal risk to participants. All data were anonymized before analysis. The survey did not involve any biomedical intervention, clinical trial, animal experiment, or collection of biological samples.
According to Article 32 of the *Administrative Measures for Ethical Review of Life Science and Medical Research Involving Humans* in China, studies using legally obtained public data, observational data generated without interfering with public behavior, or anonymized information data may be exempt from ethical review, provided that they do not cause harm to individuals and do not involve sensitive personal information or commercial interests. Therefore, further ethics committee approval was not required for this study.
Before the survey, each participant was informed of the purpose of the study, the voluntary nature of participation, the use of the data, and the measures taken to protect anonymity and confidentiality. Verbal informed consent was obtained from all participants prior to their participation.
Statement of Informed Consent
Before the questionnaire survey, the enumerator read the following statement to each potential participant:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hello, we are conducting an academic research survey on farmers’ agricultural production behavior, household characteristics, and related socioeconomic outcomes. The purpose of this survey is to better understand farmers’ production decisions and rural household conditions. This survey involves no medical, biological, clinical, or experimental intervention. Participation in this survey poses no more than minimal risk.
Your participation in this survey is entirely voluntary. You may choose not to participate, refuse to answer any question, or withdraw from the survey at any time without any negative consequences.
All information you provide will be kept confidential and used only for academic research. No personally identifiable information will be used in the analysis or disclosed in any publication, and all data will be anonymized before analysis. The results of the study will be reported only in aggregate form, and no individual participant will be identifiable in any publication or report. We assure you that your data will be used solely for academic purposes and will be presented in a way that protects your anonymity.
Do you agree to participate in this survey?
☐ Yes, verbal informed consent was obtained. 
☐ No, the individual declined to participate.
Enumerator: ____________________
Affiliation: College of Economics and Management, Northwest A&F University
Date: ____________________
