Interview Guide

Part A: Interview Guide for Women with a History of Intentional Abortion
Main Interview Questions:
1. Can you tell me about your experience of a pregnancy that resulted in an abortion? Please start at the beginning, however you feel comfortable.
2. What factors influenced your decision to terminate the pregnancy? Can you describe your most important reason(s)?
3. How did your financial situation play a role in your decision to have an abortion?
4. How did your family members, especially your partner, react when they found out about the pregnancy? How did this affect your decision?
5. What health concerns (yours or the baby’s) were there that influenced your decision?
6. How did you learn about how to terminate the pregnancy? Where did you get your information?
7. What services or resources did you use to have an abortion (e.g., clinic, hospital, over-the-counter medication, counseling)?
8. What challenges did you face accessing services?
9. Were you worried about what others would think if they found out that you were thinking about or had an abortion? Can you describe these feelings?
10. How influential were your religious or moral beliefs in your decision? From this perspective, how did you feel before and after the abortion?
11. Please describe how you felt in the days and weeks following the abortion? What emotions did you experience?
12. Please describe what side effects or physical complications did you experience?
13. Looking back now, how do you feel about the decision you made? Is there anything you could have done differently?
14. How did your healthcare providers treat you when you sought care? Was there anything they did that was particularly helpful or unhelpful?
15. Is there anything you would like to talk about?

Part B: Interview Guide for Healthcare Providers (Key Informants)
Main Interview Questions:
1- Based on your professional experience, what are the most common reasons you see or hear about for women seeking an induced abortion in this region?
2- What are the most important individual, family, or social factors that you believe contribute to the decision to have an abortion?
3- Where do women in this area typically get their information about abortion and reproductive health? How reliable are these sources?
4- What are the main sources or channels (formal or informal) that women use to access abortion services?
5- In your experience, what are the biggest barriers or obstacles that prevent women from seeking help from the formal healthcare system?
6- What are the most common physical and psychological complications you have observed in women who have had an abortion, particularly an unsafe one?
7- Can you describe the impact that a lack of legal or safe services has on women's health outcomes in this county?
8- What are the main challenges you face as a provider when trying to address the issue of induced abortion within the current legal and cultural framework?
9- From your perspective, what are the biggest gaps in the current system (e.g., in education, policy, or services) that contribute to the problem of unsafe abortion?
10- How do the national pro-natalist policies and the prohibition on abortion affect your daily work and the care you can provide?
11- What strategies do you think could be most effective in preventing unwanted pregnancies and reducing the rate of unsafe abortion in this community?
12- What kind of support or resources do you think would help healthcare providers better address the needs of women who are considering or have had an abortion?
13- What changes in policy or practice would you recommend to reduce the harms associated with abortion?
14- Is there anything else about your experience that you think is important for us to understand?
Probing questions: 
"Can you tell me more about that?"
"What did that feel like for you?"
"What do you mean when you say...?"
"Can you give me an example of what you are describing?"

Dear participants:
Thank you very much for sharing your valuable time and experiences with me. Your insights are crucial to this research. Before we finish, is there anything else you would like to add or any question you would like to ask me? I want to remind you that if you have any concerns or if you feel you need support after this interview, we can provide you with information on available counseling services. Your participation is greatly appreciated.


