
Additional file 2. Restricted cubic spline of the dose–response relationship between baseline CRP and the hazard of death. Adjusted hazard ratio (solid line) with 95% confidence interval (shaded band) for all-cause death as a continuous function of baseline serum CRP, modelled with restricted cubic splines (knots at standard percentiles) and adjusted for age, sex, Clinical Frailty Scale, and Mini Nutritional Assessment–Short Form. The reference value (hazard ratio = 1.0; filled circle) is the cohort median CRP of 5.2 mg/L; the vertical dashed line marks the clinical threshold of 10 mg/L. The relationship was approximately linear and monotonically increasing, with no significant departure from linearity (non-linearity p = 0.867). The overall (joint) spline Wald p = 0.054 and the model C-index was 0.631 (n = 646; 461 events). The lower panel shows the distribution of CRP values across the cohort. CI, confidence interval; CRP, C-reactive protein.
[image: The image appears to be a graph depicting a hazard ratio with a non-linear trend, where the clinical threshold for a particular biomarker (CRP) is marked at 10 mg/L.

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
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