Table 1 . Sintering parameters used for gradient zirconia material
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	Total time
	Temp. 1
	Rate of temp increase
	Temp. 2
	Rate of temp increase
	Temp. 3
	Rate of temp increase
	Temp. 4
	Hold time
	Rate of temp increase
	Temp. 5

	[bookmark: _Hlk232874595]HS 
	54 min
	RT
	120 °C/min
	1450
°C
	10
°C/min
	1600
°C
	-
	
	20 min
	-120
 °C/min
	800
°C

	SS 
	90 min
	RT
	50 °C/min
	1400
°C
	4 
°C/min
	1500
°C
	10 
°C/min
	1560 °C
	16 min
	-50
 °C/min
	800
°C

	CS
	7 h
	RT
	10 °C/min
	1550
°C
	-
	-
	-
	-
	2h
	-10 
°C/min
	-


CS, conventional sintering; HS, high-speed sintering; SS, speed sintering.

