Suppl. Table 1. Demographics, clinical, and laboratory characteristics of HIV infection in PWH and PWoH
	
	PWoH
(n= 19)
	PWH
(n= 68)
	P value

	Demographics
	
	
	

	Age, years
	41 (38, 50)
	43 (35; 48)
	0.91

	Education, years
	12 (11, 15)
	8 (5; 11)
	0.0001

	Sex - male, n (%)
	14 (74)
	33 (49.0)
	0.07

	HIV infection and Treatment
	
	
	

	Duration of infection (mths)
	-
	89 (31; 135)
	-

	AIDS, n (%)
	0
	55 (80.9)
	

	GDS
	-
	0.65(0.30;105)
	-

	Current CD4 cells/mm3
	-
	369 (201; 534)
	-

	Current CD8 cells/mm3
	-
	935,0 (650,5; 1198)
	-

	Current CD4/CD8
	-
	0,345 (0,235; 0,675)
	-

	Nadir CD4 cells/mm3
	-
	90 (33; 266)
	-

	CART, n (%)
	-
	55 (80.9)
	-

	CPE
	-
	8 (6; 9)
	-

	Adherence, n (%)
	-
	51/54 (94.4)
	-

	Plasma HIV RNA (Log10)
	-
	1.7 (1.7; 3.5)
	-

	Pl HIV RNA<50 copies/mL, n (%)
	-
	38 (55.9)
	-

	CSF/Pl HIV RNA
	-
	1.00 (1.00; 1.17)
	-

	CSF
	
	
	

	HIV RNA (Log10)
	-
	1.7 (1.7; 2.8)
	-

	HIV RNA <50 copies/mL, n (%)
	-
	35 (51.5)
	-

	WBC cells/mm³
	2 (1.0, 2.5)
	2.1 (0.6; 7.2)
	0.402

	RBC cells/mm³
	2.0 (1.0, 4.0)
	0.5 (0; 7.5)
	0.399

	Glucose mg/dL
	63 (59, 71)
	57 (53; 62)
	0.0003

	TP mg/dL
	30 (26, 38)
	40 (32; 46)
	0.003

	TP>45 mg/dL, n(%)
	0
	20 (29.4)
	0.005

	Albumin mg/L
	180 (150.0; 240.0)
	223.5 (164; 288.5)
	0.019

	Albumin quotient, Q.Alb
	0.005(0.004; 0.006)
	0.006 (0.005; 0.010)
	0.002


[bookmark: _Hlk206084075][bookmark: _Hlk198038267]Values represent the median (IQR) or number of cases (%) as appropriate. Comparisons were performed using an independent samples t-test for continuous variables and Fisher’s exact test for binary and categorical variables. 
PWH, people with HIV; PWoH, people without HIV; CART, combination antiretroviral therapy; CSF, cerebrospinal fluid; CPE, CNS Penetration-Effectiveness rank; GDS, global deficit score; RBC, red blood cells; WBC, white blood cells; TP, total proteins. 
CSF samples were collected purely for research purposes through lumbar puncture, performed using atraumatic spinal needles under aseptic techniques. Total CSF protein, glucose, and WBC counts were quantified using standard laboratory methods. HIV RNA levels in the serum and CSF were quantified using a branched DNA assay (Siemens) with a nominal limit of detection at 50 copies/mL. Peripheral blood current CD4 and CD8 counts were quantified by flow cytometry (FACSCalibur-Multitest), while nadir CD4 level information was extracted from the medical records. HIV RNA levels in plasma and CSF were measured using a branched DNA assay (VERSANT® HIV-1 RNA 3.0 bDNA Kit, Siemens Healthcare Diagnostics, Tarrytown, NY, USA) with 1 mL of CSF or plasma. The assays were performed immediately after sample collection. Samples with HIV RNA levels <50 copies/mL were recorded as being below the detection limit. Data are presented as log10 values. 
